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those hogs qo and buy something
that sips, writes columnist Arianna
Huffington, who did just that.
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ast week's rout of the Taliban had no

stronger supporter on the home front than

Vic Atlyeh, the former governor of Oregon,
Heo firmly backed the 1.8, bombing campalgn in
AMghanistan and fervently hopes Osama bin Laden
und the al-Qaida terrodst network are soon crushed

- forever,

{n other words, he's no different from the great
mufority of U.S, citizens,

But 78-year-o0ld Atiyeh is different, fn one key re-
speet, The son of Syrfan tnmigrants, he was the na-
tion's first Arnb American govemnor. And though he
hats always been low-key abant his roots and calls
himself “a devout American.” he has been more

- outspoken since Sept. 11 about U.S, foreign policy

in the Middle Bast,

“I'm not saying be pro-Arab and ent-Israel,” he
says. "What I'm really pleading for is evenhanded-
ness. That's what | believe my country should be —

Former Gov. Vic Atiyeh sees the war
from two prisms - as a “devout
American” and a child of Syria

cvenhunded.”

In weighing Atyeh's commenis, it's best to throw
out all the tired stercotypes about Arab Americans.
Yuu'd never guess his ancestry if you sat by himon
an airplane and didn’t know who he was, You'd size
hin up as a successful, distinguished-looking CEO
type. probably Republican, pro-business and posst-
bly maderate on social issues, and you'd be right on
every count,

Among his accamplishments in owo terms as gov-
emor, 1979-1987, Atiyeh looks back most proudiy at
his work 10 maintain state services and pull Qregon
out of a deep recesston, his contributions 1o help
protect the scenfe Columbla River Gorge, and his
successtul push o make racial harassrent a crime
in Oregon.

¥ic Atiyeh,

"' the nation's -
first Arab
American
-governar,

. vecalls
when il
Arabs had

" great

. affection

. for this -

L country.

ROGER JENSEN/THE OREGONIAN

Atlyeh never hid his Arab identity, but preserving
ethric culture wus not a priority i his hard-working
imnmigrant family, striving 5o hard 10 assimflate and
succeed in America, His father and unele, George
and Aziz Atlych, came to Portland at the turn of the
century and founded Adyeh Brothers Inc,, the old-
est Oriental rug business In the Northwest, In the
past centary, Qreganians came o know the Atlyehis
not as Syrfan transplants but as successiul business
peaple and civic-minded watkhorses wha helped
shape thelr state and community,

Vie Atiyeh's persanal story has aliast eetic
echoes of the Frunk Capra movie, “1t's a Wonderful
Life.” In World War {1, for nstance, Vic's father died
and his twin brothers went off to war, leaving 21-
year-old Vic at home with a physical impaliment
and an obligation to keep the family business going,
lthough he wanted o fight {or his country, wao.

In a pair of interviews in his office in downtawn
Portland, Atlyeh told his farmily's story und shared bis
insighls about the United Stutes’ war against terror-
istn. Following are excerpts froin those conversations,

Vic Atlyeh's

uncie, Azlz

Atlyeh, ralsed
Arablan horses
in Syrie before
immigrating to

America with his
brother George
Atlyeh, Vic's

father,
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Q. The Alyehs uppear t be the quinussen-
tal story af inmigrants coming to Amerion aud
making i big. Wiy s your family so successful?

A. 1 don'tknow what it is, But I've used
this Bustration many times before: When wy
dad died, there was an editorial in The Ore-
gonian nbout him, And | thought, man, now
tsn't that great? Wht a great country, Here's
a man from 4 dinky e village In Syra, be
cames 1o Ameries, uid when he passes away,
It's u matter of major note, that a man lke that
made It big,

Q. Many might think part of the reason for
the Atyehs’ suceess was the famtly's willing
ness (o assimilate and embrace thelr new
homeland. What do you tiink of that asser-
rfon?

A. 1 think you're probably correct, And 1
cun prove k. 1 suppose, in o very short way.
People ask, “Can you speak Araulc?" 1 say,
“No," My dad seld, “You don't need to learn
the language, 1t's of 1o use 10 you at all.
You're un American,” And that's ubout 180

degrees from what's going on these'duys.

Q. Whiar's your reaction 1o events of the past
week in Afghanistan?

A. As we've watched the Tulibun be pretry
well beat up, 1 say to mysell, "You know, the
Taliban are folks thut we supported and who
knows how muny were kitled by them with
aur weapons and our bullets and our tanks?”
And our niew friends over there — how sure
are we that they're our friends? Yes, they've
liberated thelr country and the men cun now
shave and the women cen take off thelr foce
covers, but | have a sense that our president
is & Httle worried about these [riends,

Q. How are Prasident Bush and his admin-
istration dolng fn this war, in your opintoni

A, 1 think they're dolng fine. Some people
are complaining about the bombing, but ob-
viously there's & real reason for it The only
concern | have 18 who's going to take over al-
ter the Tuliban,

Please see ATIVEH, Page F2
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Whodew (Jits” bs a forum por pulitiendt
and socisd coonmentary in short form,
costipilent from news servios, seyff
rapurrs cand rovder contributions,

SwoT Awo swer
Dvar Mr. President: | aceept your
wdvico 0 Joading a nonal life,
h.-ludlnl?n trip by wir whenever the
need or desio slinad arie. S, when
will there be t space for ine o Alr Foros
One?

= Gone K, Melntyre,
Kolay

A nuessagy froun the U.S. lbiury o
Ouarma bin Laden and i al-Qaida
tevvorata: You wait 10 dic for yous God,
it we're hera 1 help as many of you
e ().

— Dewey B, Hamiiten,
Nygand

“Media recount finds Plorida rosult s
the smne™ (Nov. 12, 2001) it a lanie

homdlline, | stygit @ mone accurate
ona: *Gore's Preaklentt™ |
— Brian L Woodward, |

Hevnwrinn

Charkes Alunkan
all heips ease our roliance an the Middle
Bant. 50 whiy thes wee st it 10 th
Japancre?

—Liss an,
Northiat fortisnd |

{6's difftculs &2 wrine conclsely, That's
why letiory slted for “Short and
Suwet,” 25 1words or firwer, ure honomd
in this spsice each wrek. Sew subedssbm
instructions ar U end of Cholce Cute ™)

T ralaiTadving
“The Talllw is on the nun and don’t
know where 0 go. Pakistan doen’t
wunt thern. lran doean’t want them, Of
enurse. they Il have no problon) seetiing
Ineo this cowunwsy.”
— David Lottorman,

o1 the “Law Show”

ipoltticalhtins.abous.com)
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“From killlag wgatic weeds. bvding
mm wd mivating s sttt of
the Romun god of fire, 10
lavishing miflions in carmarked grames
onwell-off universitics .. ., the mud tn
Washington remuies, as always, paved
with gold.”
— San. John McCain,
on the "nansevus” sponding going on in
Congress at a time swhan insingss ls
anything bt normal
(1w Wahington Post)

. Looxiwain
“We Munslimes cauninmt kovp Masiing
the West for all our illx. ..., Withouta
afrnation b the pricriee of Ishon thae
ke it soave forwant und not
backward, there I8 no hope for i
Mindims anywhere,”
— A Pukistan,
1.an open lemer 10 Osuma bin Loden
published in a Pakistani daily, The
Nation
(Thamas Friedman's colume in 'the
New York Times)

“Nation's prioriliex: torror, temar,
termor. AG'e Mercy docs In Oregon and
medical pat in CA,”

— Comwntional Wisdom,”
on Al Genersl John Ashcreft's
messing with Oregont’s assisied suicide
and California’s medioal marijuana
lau Asheroft eurned a duiddedly down
anmou.
(Newsunek}
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Atiyeh: ‘Constantly survey our freedoms’

Comtinued from Page I

Q: B fr an in militarly 1o thul
down Gsarna bin and the al-Qakia
kerrorist nenwork, yoit hae 1o nlyection 1o
har?

Az No. Thx hombing has peoven 1o bo
uffective, Howeer, bin Laden st has
et surficed anywhere. You'd think
now the Talthan would be ur!il; N
Inhin Laden worth this muchi

@: some peoprle worry that wew crooed
the line and are giving 1p o0 nty cedl
Itherties bn this v, i do you forl abeoit
that?

renily hove 10 hegin 1o face the
factx We're ins a terrorist tuathon. %o we
rwed to consandy susvey our

froedoms
i nmuyhpmlmuundmk'uddl.\’;

cate situasion, I'm ono of those

] the mhldie who vy, “Yealu I'tn willing 1o

tha tuet, for n swhite,” Memt of us are will-
ing tn give up soie of wur freedom uatil
chis thing is resolved,

That wa should kiep the discyiwion
Wpig. keep asking the question. poko

i ad prod but make sure thero 't this

wild movernent {to strip civil libertles), AU
30me point. 'm sure Amesicana will sy,
“OK, that's enough, bet's tako our sulf
hack again.* { hope it won't be thet far n
tho Ruture,

Q: tiory on the home do you foct
there's boen any overreaction wownd Arab
Amwrienma?

A W heen pratty well restrulnesl. ‘The
presilent umr othurs from the natlonal

overybody’s a bad gy, all Ariw or alt
Munime” Amdd s they've kind of put a
damper on it. B tat doesn’t nwun
overrstion doen’t happen. There are
foowe cunnuons o thero, Asid ey don's
fepreserd vither Oregodans or Amerd.
cans, they'ne just guys out thero,

So | wouldn't want to get lavolved in
saylng il Amerlcann are jumping on
Muallms, because thuy're not. | peron-
ally haven't folt anything, but Ongon-
fans have always been very kind 0 me,
You know, they're sunnisd 10 ind out
I'm Adrub American,

Q Whawr kinel of fovtings diet tha Sepe. 11
altacks lew yon 1ty

A Ther's u selictance 10wk about
why there i s anger agninst tha Ussit-
od States. Bvery tinwe the questhon arises,
with great indignity the people in s
may thue's w terribie ting o siy. § can tell
you, from my own personal knowledge,
that very carly on, the Arab countries hud
genuine affection for the United S
Affection is a real good word

Right aftes Workt War L we wore wy-
Ing to buy European counicies so
woulda't go In betir ihe Tron me
S0 we were In kind of un suctioning be-
tween Hussla and ourscives 1o buy the
layalty of European countries. And all
the thne we were dob
had this huge army of Amb-
peoplc who truly loved us and weren't
receiving even treatment.

And then we've supported the country
of [sraet and given them weapons. [t wis
a shock and # terrible blow to our Arb
frierds. 1 say (0 them, “lwned's there, i’
guing to say there, don't ever talk about
il going e But | wan o see
evenhaided treatment. and | don't see
evenhanded tresunent,

Whun | was govemor, [ treated -
body the same. For (nstance, Mum
Bhugwan Shree Rujncesh was hore In Or-
egon. prople woukl say, "Governor,
you've got to do something ubowt the
folks in this cult,” And 1'd say, "We bive In

“Ceeraldo Rvera is headed for
Afghanistan. Boy, you thought thase
people hated us before.”

— Jay Leno,
on The Toniyht Show”
(potinicalhurmer.abow.com)

>

To consribute 10 Choice Curs,” phone
5U3-2M4-5125 or write i Commensary
Fadior, The Gregonian, 1320 5, We
Broadiuay, Portland. OR 87201, or send
&-mail to commentary@neus oregonian,
com. (Please incliule your phone
number and address, for verification
only).

a 1€ they violawe the law, we'll
Idek ‘e just as hord as anybody vlse,
but in the meantime, what do ynu want
ine to dol”

Q: You have muwiod o the
Middle Lan, and some wil recall your
meetiy wdth Fgyptian Pretidens Tosnd
Mubarak and smressing that you were a
“devout American.” What were you mying
o cunvey i him?

A: Well, not fust 1o Mubarak. On that
same irip In ‘B4, when we went (o Saudi
Arabla, Lgypt, Syria and (srael, [ met with
Mubarak and President flafoz al-
Assad and Istoell Prime Minister Yirzhak

)\

Shamlr. And | knew how ey viewed
e, you know, ss an Arab. So | staned
out with a staternent: *f want you 10 un-
dorstand I'm & devius Amwrican, wo that

Rion, on whatovet we talk about
-lllmlhlumlnlmyhlmlhn-
bic background, but in terms ing an

@ When Auadd dud, didn't the Clinm
adminismation smib youl You thould haue
hwens on the US ddsition 81 that funernl

A2 [ was on the st And the list was sort
to the White flouw. And there &t was
scratched, by Clinton or whomever, §
don't laww, Hut It was scratched, and
that’s too bad. Agaliy, | come at It as wn
Amorican, but it would have beet kind
of really ncat to have the first Arub Arier-
fran govomoe coming from this bede
country of Syria ovor thare,

@} Some wonid aay tus story s
et of o Vigon probiom oot frn
policy tnvard the Mikdle Fast.

A: Yeuh, my feoling's that policx had
o much ::ydo with some of the thimp
wa da, And palitics should not have any-
thing to do with our foreign policy, &
should b what fs the dgh thing &
Amwricnt After | Lok uilice, | deckled 3
was going 1o go to Syriu and pmposw o
Prosident Mnd' that tlw: be an ||nu.-r~
medbary == 11t hhgh-peodlie, not a shintde
Kissinges thing. ‘fm 03! — an

5o { went ro Washis , O Iny wiy
1o Syria, and went 1o the White Flouse
and ot two hours and 45 minures
talkiryg with President Bush and his chif
of Joha Sw:u’z. who by the way

wa the second Americut to be-

of & US siate (Now
Hai 1 “You know, this is
le chicken soup when you're sidc It

may not help but it im't going o b
ki They s, B
ny ey
word I:cl Ll Sununu ther
didn’twant to du 4
{ don't understand this, Whyt Wh;
we have to formalize 17 Palestinian:
dying and Jowish

& fagd’

3

was & mujor disappointment.

Q: You'w been refored 10 as the family
hissorian, Tell us the story of your fmher
and his brother,

33

g6
2
&
3
13
:
H
E¥

{ coukd mugine New York or Ros-

o or Philadeiphia, but Pordand, Ore-
o, In 19007

So that's the question | asked when |

ot back home, and my facher said he

Now the one quostion 1 wished I'd
axkuec) waa, “Dad, when did you and Un-
United $aiveT 1 didn't
aak that, tust it had 10 be prior to 1900,

Q2 S0 they emigrimd from Syris o Pon-
syhewria and then came ous o Portland?
A:And began the businems, Atiysh
Brothers Inc, which had ks 100th unni-
veruary last yewr,

Q: Your mowher's obuiowly purt of the
siory. How did she and your fathwr mwet,
and how did shie got 1o this counsry?

A: After moving 1o Portland, my father
retumoed o Syris — or Beirut, "E::M.
— and met her, married her and brougn
et buck to Prrtlund,

@2 And you weve b in Portlod?

Az Yeab. | and my twhy okker brothers,
Id anid Richard.

@ Where did the fomily liw?

A2 Righi near the Uoyd Center, Seventh
and {lolladay. t's & parkiag ket now, Bu
i was a nice neighborbwod, a nice

a
5
g
:
8
g

Q2 You attencled the U 6 O for & couple of
yeours dtiring Warld War 1L, didn' you?

A: Yeuh, My brinhers and | and @ whole
Tt of us a1 hmhm’z‘:hwmh-
Corps. meant you

could enlint in the armed services and

which we thought was a pretty nico
thing. At the time | had an Injury —a
bone infoction in my agkde,
So 1 had an operation and had s caxt
1o almost my hip. | kept going to
and one thing and another, but
when the orden came | wa discharged,
%0 I never got in a uniform.

Q% And your brothen?
A rm:'{ went off © trulning, then camw
i

I

3

horte the laer of e of ‘44 on
leave beforo shipped overseas,
About  throe we:i'n Inter, my facher

passed awary, from 4 heart attack, at age
61.

listo the 106th
were ln e sume

@ You and your mosher abviously went
dmough a wery hand ime.

A2 | cun remember 1 well corming hack
tn the sore and here was une of thess
olive parkad In front, so
I go fnslde and they sald an officer wants

’

FORMER GOV, VIC ATIVEN
Burs Fob 20, 1973, n Portiand
Rsteantiont Ga0ualed tram ort:
fend"s Washington High Schaol In
4L attended University of Oregon,
leaving after two years to join
Allyeh Brothers, his father's rug snd
carpet company in Portiand
Peiitioal

R
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‘Subsrnatoerial careert fwo termm,
791987, Ro-alocted in 1782 by Ore
qon’s largest Qubernatoriei margin
inthe preceding 32 years
Cusromtty: f ounded Victor Attyen &
Ca, which utters conulting service
Ininternationsl Irede: 3oty on
board of direcions of Atiyeh Bro(n-

"
Wb sites wrww aliyeh.com ;
SUU—— |

to talk (v you, and thore was an amny
rapiain, | octved the news: 1M, Ldward
Attych and v, Richard Atlyeds had heen
Tisted missing in action. ‘Then we have 1o
got In the cu and g oul and toll my
mother abount that, So that was tough on

We finally had word thringh the Red
Croma, i Fdward and then Richand,
that they wore alivo.

@z And thay moace it lusme afte the wer?

A2 They wern Userted separatcly. Bd
came homa first, then Richard. And as
soon & Richard hit the States he called
home, and Ed answened the phone and
says, “Where yous been?”

@ Grondng up, did you ewr experience
discrimination peranally, v the sting of
bring madde i il difforeni?

A No, { nover did. I'm pausing a linle
blt because I'm thinklig, well.
didn's potee i Dut ha, we were uc-
cepld sl il — aguin, I'm inchiding
a1y brothers. We were in lioy Scouts and
all the dubs In high whool When we
went down to Oreon, we were Phi
Gansnn Ibta ity brothorn, sli
theve of i, There wis 1o bias there. So
when I'm usked I § huve been discrimi-
nated againsd, § like (o say, “Yea. bul k's
bevause I'm Repoblican, nne becare
T Arsh.”

Q@ is your furnily refigiotut

A2 My beothers i | ull are active In the
St Ramahas Fpiscopal Charch, 1 re-
member J'uu vagucly as & young chitd
#0ing 1o the Catholic Church, and it may
vory weil be that Mother nuy huve been
Orthodax or Cathalic. My futher’s villuge
has thee or four churches. 1t's in what's
known as the Christian arca of Syria.

@ If you were astnd 1 g adids 10
never inunigrm familis 1o this couniry,
particularly from the Middie Bast, basd on
the axperiences of the Allyeh fanily, what
twould you tell propde?
A It would be the seme advice that {
have givin (0 & Lt of high schoolers be-
ing Intruduced into our system of gov-
emment, Thoy have not yot voted, and
ro golng 10 vote, and these Jmmi-

nbout, and this s onc of my

Peaple can Tun & govemment. And the
point basicatly is that there are oo many
people not paying uny atendon to It
Too nuny people doa’t really under-
stand, They about “power w0 the

" and [ say, "What are you doing?

fou hare the . You don’t have to

demand it. I's yours Don’t say your
oae vote docsn't count.”

So when you're asking me what do T
tell & new citbien, 'm just trying o tell
them you now are part of a grand and

it goveerunent, and can be an
riant part of what
je e people” suggests a ropresenta-
tive form of ent, meaning may-
be | can't go be govemnor but you go be
govemor for me. That's the nut of il
.

Avnciate Editor Doug Baus cin be
reached at 503-221-8174 or by ¢-mall at
dougbatesinews.oregonian.com.



