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~ The people of · 

VVarm Springs 
r;Ji he history, demographics 

,~ and economic challenges · 
--1... of the three tribes that 

make up Central Oregon's Warm 
Springs Reservation. 
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The warm SPfinQS. Wasco aod Paiute 
tribes had different cultures and 
languages. The U.S. government 
forced them to live tOQethef on a 
reservation that is about 640,000 
acres. 

Warm Sprinl)s 

Ttle Sahaptin-speakiOQ bands now 
generally called the Warm Springs 
$urvive!J on salmoo, catching the 
fish with dip nets from platforms 
tne-v built over waterfalls. The 
llanos also magrateo between 
inland villages to hunt and to 
gather berries and roots. Tile Warm 

~~~~~~~d~~~s~~t~ere later 
r'etocated to the Umatilla 
Reservation in Oreqoo and the 
Yakama Re.sef'Vatioo in Wasllington. 

WiiSCo 

The wasco ~oas spoke a,qialect 

~~c~~i~~~etne 
lowe-r Columbia and lower .. 
Willamette rivers. The Wasco 
bands Uvea mostly near .tnet 
ColumblaRiver.wherethe'(1 

thrived on salmon alld traded with 
other tribes. The Wasco ana Warm 
SpriOQs bands llad good relations 
and frequently traded fUf horses 
,;,kj ~dlllC. 

P.Uute 

• 1805: The Lewis and Clark Expedition 
reaches the Columbia River and comes 
into contact with the Warm Sprinos 
and Wasco bands. The tribes' 

· populatton had been cut by 
about half durinQ the previous 
three decades Qy smallpox. 

• 1849: The 8ureau ot 
Indian Affairs, previously 
part ol the War Department. 
is made part of the new 
OP.oartmentofthe Interior. 
Thousands of westward· 
movinq settlers pass across 
biballands each year~ 

surrender lO million acres in exchange for 
a barren 600.000-acre reservation. In 

turn, the U.S. government promises 
to •promote tneir weU-being and 

advance them in civilization; 
for their moral improvement 
alld eQucation." The tre~ty 
also promises health care. 
assistance with farmioo ano 
a sawmilL 

• 1859: OreQon wins 
statehood. 

Paiute bands ranged across what 
IS now Southeast Oregon, 
Southern Idaho, Nonhero Nevada 
aod Western Utah. Unlike the 
Warm Springs and Wasco bands, 
thePaiutesreliedliUieonfiShing. 
As a result. lhe Shoshone· 
speakiOQ bands covered far more 
oroond as they searched for food. 
They also fouoht with Columbia 
Rillarlribes.~spitethe 

hostilities. the U.S. QO\Iemment 
resettledPaiutesirom 
Southeastern Or&Qon to the Warm 
SprinqsReservaUon. 

' · ~ SprlnQs t rlbu tended to live In distinct · · 

= 
TRIBAL REVENUE 

Annual tribal rue.nue 

IH WI.LKlNS O.UIIIX 

..,~r$40mUUon ~-
. . . 

zo . ..; ~mllbon 
SIS million 

t r .. t y with -the U.S. qovernment. The qovemmfllt ~ld elalm to I l&rQe-r arH -
fore.d the trlbH onto the re.servation. 

• The Confederat~ Tribes of 
Warm Splinqs' rev~ have 
faHen sharply in recent years.· 
to an estimated $24.5 million 

next year. Tribaloffidals 
blame 1 flat economy and a 

loss of jobs at the lumber 
m1lUnllkeatother · 

reservations. casino net 
revenue- an estimated 
SZ.Srriillionayear-lsa 

• 1934: Conqress passes the Indian 
Reorgani.zattoo Act Qivino tribes greater 
power lot sen-governance. 

• 1938: The Wasco. Warm Sprinos and 
Palutetribesfotmaunifie<loovernment. 
the Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
SprillQs Reservation of ~egan. alld 
establish a CO{lstitutlon and governing 
tribal council 

• 194Z: Warm Sprinqs lumbH Co. is 
created. 

• 1957: Celllo falls, the traditional fishing 
orounds aklog t~ Columbia, is drowned 
behind The Oanes _gam. ~he u.s. 

• The tribes operate a number 
of businesses. includii"IQ a: 
lumber mnl and the KatrHee-
T a HiQh Desert Resort & Casino. 
The btwest sources of 
revenue for the tribes are 
hydroelectric projects on the 
Deschutes River, which brinq in 
about $10 miiUon a year. 

0 ·BJ'I5'J7~'91 '91'95'97'99'01 '03 
rNiively small part of the , . Th• Kah·NH·T• Hlqh Dese-rt Resort & ~•sino, the best -known 

tevenue picture. buslness run by t he Confederlt.cf Tribes of Warm Sprtnqs. 

BUDGET SQUEEZE 

Tribal enroJtmt.nt at Warm Sprlnt;!s 

POVERTY PERSISTS 

Ned~n family Income 
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• Accotding to the Warm , 
SQrinqsCoostitution, 

efiqibilityfortribal 
enrollment Is automatic for 
anyone who has ooe·IOOrth 
or more blood of the tribes. 

has a parent who Is a 
member and maintains a 

residence On the 
reservation. 

• The tribes pay a di~ 
called the Nper capita," to 
everytribalmember.Each 

adult .member receives a SlOO· 
monthly payment and each 

chitdomS75.(Anaclditiooal 
$25 a month goes into a trust 

fund for each chlldJ The 
· payments win cost the tribes 

$53 million next year. 
·or ZZ percent of the tribal 

"The W•rm Sprlnqs Forest Products mil~ the reserv• tlon's 
prlm•ry manufaeturlnq sit e. 

an=~\ :~!:er alsoOO:~ The Warm Sprlnqs Health 1nd Weilness C• nter, oper•t ed by the 
- Sl.OOO this year. Indian H .. lt h Servlee. 

• As tribal reveoues di-op and 
membership increases. the 
tribes have less money per 
person in their budget to 
provide for services and soclal 
proqrams. 

. • Even in the best of times, 
one io four tribal members 
;,oes 18 to 65ls out of worl!.. 
Unemployment rates climb as 
tiioh as 47 percent durinq the 
winter. when many seasonal 
jobs on the reservation end. 

oovernme-nl pays S4 million m 
rHtitutioo to the tribes. 

• 1958: Pelton Dam on lhe 
Deschutes River beqins operations. 
The hydroelectric project beqins 
brinQing revenue for the tribes. 

• 1960: The tribes be91n work 
carryinQ out an economic plan. 
written at their behtst by Oreoon 
State College, which ouides 
t'~a~~lo?Re'.tu> ,,.<,.r11.:dit111 tnr 

• 1964: In a bid to draw tourists. the­
tribes open Kah-Nee-Ta Villaqe along 
tlleWarmSprlngsRivtr. 

•1967: rnetribesbuythe 
reservatioo lumber company from its 
nontribal owners. 

• 1972.: The trre open the resort 
lodQe at Kah-Nee-Ta. 

• 1979: National GeOQraphic 
maoazine lauds the Warm Springs 
tribes fOf their economic succctss. 

• 1993: The 
tribes open 
two major 
facilitie'-= 
The 
Museum 
at Warm 
SpriOQ' 
to 
display 
and 
preserve 
the tribes' 
heritage; and 
the Warm 
SprinQs Health and 
Wellness Center, run by the Indian 
Health Service under an aqreement · · 
with the tribes. 

• 1996: The tribes open Indian Head 
Casino. The casino merqed with the 
resort in 20011o become Ule Kah- - · 
Nee-Ta HiQh Desert Resort & Cas1oo. 

Reftnue soun:es, 2003 .... """ 

other 

~------· $11.3 

Revenue per enrofled trlb.C member 

.. ~----$9,100 

Children in poverty 
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Sources: Confederated Tribes of Warm Sprinqs, u.s. Census Bureau, "Atlas of Oreqon" by Loy et al; "Handbook of North American Jndians,N Smithsonian lnslltuUon 


