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TC: Claudla Johnston , Jctober b, 1776

FROM: Joan Johnson

KRR 7th Annusl Governor's Conference on Houslng
Sheraton hotel, Portlana, Ureson
September 30, 1376

I attended the confererice as a representative of WCCAO.

o ollowing is a swmiary of tie information 1 consideread
to be af interest to Community action.

The theme of the conference: "Can we grovide suelber at
reasonable cost?" The "we" refers to both vrivate industry and the
stagte as the oohference is sponsored jointly by the Uregeon State Home
Builders assh. and the State ol Oregon Division of housirg.

Betty Niven, chalrperson, State Houslng Council, spoke of
the need to work and plan tobether to avert the situstlon now golang on
in Southern California where there is "panic buying'" cf "low-cost
housing®" (not definedj--resulting in escalation of prices, decreasing
avallability, ete., She sald it has reached the polnt where taere are
"drawings" for who will get the chnance tc buy a new nome.

Governor bob Straub addressed thne conference, citing the
need for decent housiné and tne lack of low-income hcusings

6545000 Oregonians pay btoo much of their ircome In rent;
80,000 live in sub-standard accommodations:

$40,000,00 is the cost of the "sverage" new house in Cregon,
pricing those who earn less than 417,000,000 amiually cut of the new
housing market.

In an attempt to alleviate tuls situation, strauo cited toe
following efforts on the part of the stute:

He said the State Housirg Division wus now acce.ting pro-
posals to builld 740 "Section 8" units.

He also pointed out bhdt in 1970, w77 aiilion in nronerty
tax relief was refunded to low-income homeowners 4na reaters.

In the spring, acccrding to 3traupb, the ¢tute will
launch a "single-famlly mortgage f'inance pro.ram--2t less than 9
irterest--for low-income people." (ne dia not speciiy now low.)

: He also stated that the stute wus olug to begin u uro-
gram to finance "group care" homes.
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Further, that he was ,olng to ask the State Housing
Council to begin imiediately:

1. tc invest.gate housirg production processes with a
view Lo ihding ways to cut costs;

2. to identify irrelevant local codes, e¢tc., with a view
to cutting costs, suving time, effeciency, etc.

S. 0 to siggest pold lepislation to work for low-cost
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i Gresg swmlbn, administrator, State Housing Division, reported

&

cn lerislavive proposals for tne 1377 Legislature:

tousing for below-median-income families--approximately
y1:0 illion budgeted:s four dilferent bills dealling with thls issue.

Loreowner Froperbty ‘lax hHefund Law and Blderly Rental

.o ——
assistance Law --

because of confusion zna complications between the two laws,
13111 LC Bud proposes: &

e 387 - 90 miilion to expand refunds;

“e wmerge pro.erty tax reiund with elderly assistance--
could agnly for elbuer or both simultaneously, using
only one form;

“. Intiation increase .n refund--up to 40% on scale;
“y  Lhange elderly elisicllity formula from minimum age :

62, income under ¢s,J0U, spending more than 60% for
rent, to minimun age 58, lrncome under $3,500, spending
more than 40,0 for rent;

o. in gdditicn, crovide utllity relief for persdbns over
Gu, witn irncomes under o,00U.

(Comzent: 1 was purticularly concerned with this last
recomendution., waat adbout very low-income persons under
50% ourely, tney also need relief.)

L te .eatherisation bill o0 412-- 17 millionto be ad-
rinistesed Uy sbtate bonsin, DIvisicn Lo Zive zrants, not to exceed
poUS, 1O umpraaloy, nomes for ener:y eificlency. Fliglbiligy: over
G, with 1ncone Less boon pd,wU. ’

'(IL

wlabe rone ne nir Progqran - L 0l6--5till In committee.
rrllilon to ticosin. Livision {or grants to local govern-
“ubt te sdwdtisver home voegulr sropress Dor tnose with incomes of
Dedua = bk sws. metimate & Lo LU, Jul oxners could be assisted.
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Governcr's dousing Lonleicrnce

State housing reruoilicatdon wo Qg 00 dPuasnt . roiraa--
Governor will intpoduce. clal. e o micLlon for low-1inco i i sl
trisht

rehabillitation i1oans at recuced intelo.b (1s to 70) or ot

grunts for very low-inconc oersurns

smith said the z2ocve Loils mar well we consoll
one or two bills.

Milke reet, dircctor, civice vl Jeabherizu.iow,
spoke about the FEA Weunthcrizavioin Program. e s2i1d boe
crunch rag hit the low-income poo.le, some sperndong w. be
their income on energy.

He sald in the next tnree years $E00 million .
distributed cn a grant basis to tne states Tor inslaving:
Y0p of the money is to ve used for muateriuls (not labory.
could be supplied through (iia, w lunteers, other prozrun
Zrphasis would be on help for tre low-income elderly an:
capped. )

He Batd money will proovsbly rob be available u
April and May, 1277.

Larry Tuttle, [lnsnce LaNner, state Loasity w

(I had difficulty rearing him--soune of =y rigsu
be guite accurate--unable to veriiy at corference.
4 = J

Ee sald there are no sufurdable homes for tac
person who wishes to buy a home co the cuven narket.

In 1977 HUD will provice ¢J. urnits in Jregsor

of section 8. ( Some guestion as e vwnetner these 11

FmHEA (for rural uareus only) will provide iundil
in 1977 for 1,700 (Kot sure If 1 heard that figure ri.ht!

single-family homes for families esrning less thaan 12,0,

FmAd Program 515 will onrovide 650 multi-=-milv
s»l J o

FmHA now helps with miorunt snc farm-labor hou
new housing and rehabilitation. (ue mentioned that iwalhe
has done rehabilitation of exlieting Lousing under tLhis opr

SUMsaa TION:  althousi L wue unaple to =tieng Li

bunguet to sear the sveawer l'ron b

all impression is that tne band-aid avproach continues--w
inadeguate help for low und very low-income people.
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For those who earn "too much" wo ever yual if'y for
housing subsidies but do not earn wl7,000, their possibilities of
buying a house (with its tax advantates) arc getting sl lmmer,
while the .eoats of rentals continue to rise.

Speakers estimuved thut only avout 450 of Jreonians
could actually afford to buy a home today (the american dream!; and,
as Governor Straub pointed out, many pay far too wmuch Por shelter
snd/or are inadequately housed.

What can WCCAQ do? 1 huve asterisked those purts wrnich
I felt were of particular interest. I would suggest tin,t vou con-
slider the following:

¥} 1. Support legislation efforts to improve housing for
. the low-income people. (This would be nore effective
"1f done in conjunction with other CaC's in an
organized wmanrer. )

2. Suggest that Ca0's state-wide ray w-.sn to send their
comments &nd concerrs to Stuate housing, Courncil (Betty
Niven, chalrperson,; since Governor has cnarged them
wlth coming up witii "bold leglslation" [or low-income
persons.

3. Look info speciflc psrograms menticned--could G040
8ponsor or spearhead any? fFut tre spurs .n wGHA or
FmHA?

4. Develop inforne ticial sogran to wlert low-inceme anz
elderly people in arcu of property Lax rellel and/or
elderly assistance jocsiviiiiles. Lt 2us mentioned
that many people <o ot tuke adventage ol these prograns
because tney do not xnow sbout then.




