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The following interview is with Mr. Arnold Berger on June 7, 197@
at his present home outside of the city of Hillsboro. He was born in the
year of 1893, which makes him 8% years old at the time of the interview.
He talks of the life and times of the Swiss area of Bethany.

Mr. Berger grew up in the predominantly German and Swiss area of
northern Washington County. His Father's farm was located in the area
known as Bethanye. During his younger years, Bethany consisted not of the

sea of housing developments as it does today. Just a store, its owner, and

a post office comprised what was known as old Bethany. Places such as this,
along with the areas of Helvetia and Phillips were just labels for a farming
community.

In the first section of the interview, Arnold Berger talks of the
German and Swiss settlers and their traditions brought over from Europe.
As their ancestors before them, many of the newly arrived Swiss emmigrants

became dairy farmers, cheese-makers and continued speaking the native

language of the old country. Mr. Berger reminences about a time when
farmiming was a fundamental life style rather than a business as it is today.

In the second helf of the tape (track LL) Mr Berger tells of the
inception and operation of the Pioneer Fire Insur:nce Company. Organized tby
the area farmers themselves in 1883%, it provided the members of the community
with some measure of security ixxikmxsxemixmf against the often 48 totally
destructive force of fire. This locally operated insurance firm is a tribute

to the people of Washington County.
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The story of the Pioneer Insurance , Company points to another
attfibute of the early settlers of the Tualatin Valley. If one man's
many
property was destroyed by fire mXkX of the neighbors would join together
to help rebuild his home or barn and provide the necessary survival items
stricken
until theAfamily had an opportunity to recover. The Washington County
museum has in its collection many of the papers and document from the insur-
ance company donated by Arnold Berger himself.

Therefore, the hour long interview with this long-time county resident

provides a many-faceted insifight into the rural life of Washington County.
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The following interview is with Arnold Berger.V/B;rn 18937in the Swiss
area of Bethany. The interview takes place on June 7, 1978 at his present
home outside of Hillsboro. He talks of the history of the area, his
people, and their activities.

Lloyd: Hi, good afternoon.
A. Berger: Good afternoon.
Lloyd: First off Why don't you go ahead and introduce yourself, tell‘%%en

you were born and where you were born.

A. Berger: Well, I was born on 185th which is now Sommerset West May 30,1893.

s
Lloyd:That is now as the town of Bethany? sp 7
A.Berger: It was the Bethany area,:If wasn't a town, but it was the Bethany

area, It was all farm land, 'Fhey had a little store about a half mile nort§}
which was Bethany, to us.

%%gzé:That's what Bethany was thenijhst a small store?

A. Berger: Just a store, Fhere's not much more yet. Just a little community.

Lloyd: Did anyone live in the town of Bethany ?

A, Berger: No, it was just out in the country, just a store and a post

office there. That's all there was. Well, of course the store keeper lived

there, that's about all, I think. He lived in part of the store.

Lloyd: What kinds of thiqgs did they sell at the storei\bés it a mercantile
type of store?

A.Berger: Yes, mercantile; groceries, little small farm supplies,’fﬁét was

before
way be—for electricity so they had to have coal oil for the lamps and

things that was needed in their AT}”Te5 They didn't sell any gas,

WITLL
“Fhey didn't need 1t, every_t thing was done_by horses.

N

Lloyd:Is Bethany 1tselfj predominantly German immaEEant—? |MM3W"’+§‘

A.Berger: Yes it was, German and Swiss. Probably half and half, I don't

know.
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A.Berger: Well it was pretty much Swiss with a few Tf=s mixed in.

Lloyd:Was the German language and Swiss Language still spoken?
e , 1n

A. Berger: Oh ;Lu, Ndhﬁuch in school but otherwise it was. -ﬁikz:the church
the German language was spoken there until the '20s.When g my folks
come there in about 1880) ffhe country was pretty much undeveloped.
They had a little piece of la nd and mostly stumps and timber and
brush . Their idea was to clear off the land and raise some hayg
and #milk some cows. It was mostly a grass field. - At that time my
Grandpa was a Swiss cheese maker so as soon as they had enough milk
he was making Swiss cheese. WHich we held a part of it and seld a
part of it,

Lloyd: Did a lot of the other Swiss families make the cheese?

A.Berger: Quite a few of them , yes, quite a few of them. Until we got

another market for the milk; there wasn't no other market for the

milk at that time. Then the condenser in Hillsboro come in and started

For Condensed, milk.

her off so they sold it to the condenger, == ~-

Track I Page2
particy lar
Lloydj Was this a praetieulrar German group that settled here?
A. Berger: Well, I don't think Fhey was a group,—there=was-, immiérants
come ther%,and well, if one German or a Swiss was there they probably
1= knew of them so itQKlocked}them there. 1 tpink at that time they liked
to be amolfng the people who could talk ;:lgzc;wn language and probably
lived the way they did. _
Lloyd: Was there still a strong German and Swiss tradition?
A.Berger: Not so much anymore because the old timers are gone, people moved
in and out, “Fhere's still quite a lot of German and Swiss in there,
but they don't hold true anymore. They don't congregate in any ome
place anymore. You've been over to SBmerset West, you know that can't
be true.
Lloyd: How about when you were a child?
e
_J
s
E
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A. Berger: (cont.) Then , oh, about 1910 they started selling the milk to
the Portland Market.

Lloyd: Was that quite a time honored tradition, the making of Swiss Cheese
amo}ng the 5AmMong the Others ?

A.Berger: AmoMng the Swiss. Oh yes.

,Lloyd: De—yeu—rem@mber,_i§ that a fond memerey/in your child\pood, makging the
>
Swiss Cheese.
Vi -
A.Berger: Oh Yeg, I helped my grandpa make 42t . Not-ﬂﬂ’muchjbut I was just a
o

kid.
Lloyd; What was it like making cheese back then?
A.Berger: What was it like?
Lloyd: What was the process?
A, Berger: Well , of course you have to go ahead athake your milk and heat

{
it to a certain point and,)ﬂéll I don't know just how to tell you

)

how to make it. Heat it to a certain point th en you had to stir it

and you put in the rennet to gi ve it the curds. When it curds
~
i+ s then a g
and put # in a block or a ro%nd cheese., Put it onniheﬁﬁi’fﬁfiﬂﬂl
4

7 g et <L e !‘/ﬁw on ,,f and then I aged it.
and kind of salt it

Swiss cheese you had to kind of work to get

every day. Then let it sit about four to six month%’Uﬁtil it got
what they called ripe,ngme of them they got away with two monthi
but I don't thimk it was as good as when you @* ‘aqe it.

In makéing Swiss Cheese it's important that gou have a good celler,

but I just had a concrete basement and it was

) ¢/\\f A

a little toedry , T he 7}»4akyriyLUacFEheese to get hard. Tasted goodi

I tried it here ij?elf

but it wasn't 1like grandpa made.
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Lloyd: Did he bring the recipe over from the old country then?

A.Berger: Yes, him and when they came over they settled in Ohio for
five years during that time grandpa was right away making his
Swiss cheese,mﬁ\wéen they come to Oregon, when he come hereJ he
brought a solid copper kettle from Ohio to make cheese here, which
the family/I think,still has, ‘.ast I knew it was stil]Jthere. I
remembe:i'when I use to help, I use to think it was a great big kett1e2
20t 1 saw it here about three years ago it wasn't near as big as I
thought it was, but it was still a big kettle.

I S Lloyd: What are some of the other traéitions that were brought over from

Switzerland, from the old country? That people clung to or held on to?

A.Berger: Well, of course the Swiss people mostly tended to dairy sgs=at AA.
least the people who I know, ﬁey mostly all lived in the country
and they were dairyman., Of course there were a lot of Swiss in
Portland, ‘w{xat all they did I don't know. I have a uncle who was
a saloon keeper.

Lloyd: Did—every family own—there—own 1ittle farm out there inthe-area?

Did every Swiss family own their own farm?

A. Berger:Yes, they did here,ﬂ-ﬁi?far as I know in Switzerland there
wasn't any opportunities for them and that's the reason why so
many of them come to this country. There was lots of good
oppertunities here, there was ,oh, different ones come here earlter

than that and they; ‘new peopl?from Switzerland, they'd come to

-

them., There was one man r Sam Siegenthaler, He was a
AN Par—hwlar}

one of the old timers agiwhen they come over they all looked
up Sam Siegenthaler e He was intrumental in locating alot of the
Insicumettal

S first famil ies farms or homes and places, >/ou could hardly callthem
Swizs
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A.Berger: (cont.) farms at that time,wié was aplace to live, As far as
I believehe kind of looked out for them, seeg that they found a place
and helpe& them out. That's thé)if went -

Lloyd:Did you know this man before?

A.Berger: What?

Lloyd: Did you know Mr. Siegenthaler?

A.Berger: Not togwell, I knew him a little bit.

Lloyd: He must have been quite a generous man then?

A.Berger: Oh, he was. I don't know whether I mentioned to you the Pioneer
Insuxeanmee Company, He was really the one that started it. It
Insufan(e
was a group of German and Swiss that got together for mutual
protection of the farmers asm Ebwn through the years that the
company was in business it was a kind of carry over from the old
families,\‘en the old man was gone the son took over. yeS '/ he
was a wonderful man. He lived more over in the Ceder Mill area.

Lloyd:Were all the three communities fairlly ;:g:rrelated;like Bethany,
Helyetico

<delgvtta and Ceder Millg?
Cedal ]

A.Berger: Well, In away , yes. Because all that area had a lot of Swiss (/2 7€
in it, Swiss and German, so they visit back and forth. Naturally
they-%gtifmarried and so there was all kind of relationship here.

Lloyd: Did the differend&amilies know vgrious families in the are;i\éére
they rather a close knit group?

A.Berger: They were,Alot of those who was not only one family but maybe

two, three four families, alot of relation come all at once. My

; Hely et -
grandparents thejlived up in Helwgtia aed fhere were three broth%Fs
£ ax
v
come and they all brought ﬁ?ete families with them. There¥# still
A€

some of them up here but the most of them passed on and the young ones

scattered here and there, I don't know where they all are,

HFB BN E N EEEEESNENEEENEENEERERN
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Lloyd;Do you have much contact with Some of the older original people that
lived in this area or the Swiss?

A.Berger: Oh I did,yes I had a lot of contact with them. But now there's
so fe:rw of what I call the.Bld ﬁhimen’ I still see them once in
awhile. it .

Lloyd: What was it like for you growinng on the farm as a young childz7

[@id you have a certain amount of chores? @r was it a care-free life
living out on the .farm ?

A.Berger: Well no I 'd say that when ever there was a family everybody
had to do something, everybody had to work. I started milkiné
cows when I was eight years old. My sisters they had to hel?gn
the house and some in the fields too. It was different than todayj
because all we had for power were horses and muscle.

Lloyd: What was it like plowing with a horse?

A.Berger: Oh, I enjoyed it, you didn't get much dong/but I use to like to
plow. It was relaxing to go out and plow with a team of horses
because the horses could only go so fast and you plowed along
behind them -yzgz?d get out to the end and stop and sit down! take

a little rest. There was none of the pressure there are now—edass,
Nowadays

A\
A m\"

Lloyd: How would you comparesitting behind a horsekand sitting on a

80,80,80.

tractor today?

A. Berger: V@ (,O?l‘ z

Lloyd: Which one would you prefer?

A.Berger: Well, today I would have to say I d&jfer a tractor. In the

iy e
old days it was a easy, peaceful way of -+éven. We never had to wor_}
They ar &~

more than ten hours a day, Ngwrhdays whentle®r busy with a tractor

they work day and night ., They haven't got a day anymore, \Wé
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A.Berger: (cont.) always had a day, we always had a quiqgiytime. We
always had breakfast time, noontime and an evening time and;'fujﬁ
regular that we had our meals. Noq:édays they eat an%Fime they
can catch some . I'd say with your modern things the way they
are now you can't compare it the way it was to the way it is now.
I don't how to compare it, it's just that different.

Lloyd: How about sitting on the back of a horse team?wessthere, ou
mentioned it was more relaxing, ‘wﬂat was the sound you would

CH
hearf\wéuld you be able to hear the horsesAﬁompared to the engine?

A.Berger: Well actually, there was no noise, just a little creaking or
m;ﬁin:talk about the noise pollution, we didn't have none.

Lloyd: Horses wouldn't make as much noise as tractors?

A.Berger: They didn't make any noise. No, just before, oh, 1like.in
the evening, you would get out and the sky would be so clear
you could see all the stars and as far as noise was concerned you
didn't hear anything except maybe a cow mooing?aog barking, maybe

an old wagon creaking down the road, ji was peaceful.

Lloyd: Then most of youy farmers up there were dairy farmexsfr did
they also grow grains and things like thizigﬁéf

A.Berger: Well, it—wa§_§fEaﬁzIIy”“tU*begtn—with;%yeummight—say_that——

most of them started with a few cows,.Fhe ones that made butter

sold butter and back about the turn of the century there wasn't
much they could do otherwise. Maybe they raised a little grain
but very little. As far as recreation and entertainment was
concerned?zx;s really only two places where the people went
much,i%irst of all there was the church, E&erybody went to church,

ené‘ghe school was the other,/ *%ograms at the school and any

little doings, That was about as far as people could get with
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A.Berger: (cont.) a horse. So we centered pretty much on the church and
the school.

Lloyd: Was the area a pretty strong religious community then?

A.Berger: I think so, I would have to say more so than . it is now.
Rehgiol
Retigon plays a big part today too, but you get so many more
people . I think it use to play an important part in peoples
lives.

- Gt :

Lloyd:»:Was there main church = in the area of Helvetia rthat=the=fazmer?

A.Berger: No, there was not really any lack of churchs they had the
church in Helvetia‘:gjﬂfEhe Helvetia church and the Philips
church were really one congregation but they had two church buildings.

/

Tioe
It was toefar to get without the horses so they had te buildings,
ﬁk{j 1,)3,""76"! 14 1N

hbt far away was the Methodistéhurch, not far away was PresbSkﬁrian
church,the Babtist church and over in the Cedar Mills Area was
the Catholie church. There was churchg’there. I believe them

e
¥
churcﬂ% are all ogﬂgrating today, except one over “the Cedar Mill

af
area“?useéto be a little Congregational church, I think they
eventually went to the Congﬁ%gational Church in Beaverton,

Lloyd: You mentioned that the school was a part of the entertainmmentor

recreation,%s there different events going on at} the school.

ya? “at
A.Berger: Yes, there'a couple times a year seems they had a play
‘\l/'hrrc wa9
or a program and at Christmas time always a program and at the

et

end of schoolvﬁas dprogram. If there was anything doing in

school everybody went. Probably mainly for your own school but

N B

sometimes you went to the neighboring school too, mostly to

Jopna
your own Shool. They had basket socials , its called, so let
your baskets raise a few dollars.

Lloyd;Other than,let's say, the churchs and schools was=skereors

what did the children or young people do for just fun during
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Tne \.( ?
Lloyd: (cont.) there free time., would_they -t~

A.Berger: Well, when they got old enough to go to school of course they
had ZZE;: play time at school and the boys always played ball
and the girls , oh some of them played ball too,-differeat’
things—  ———children.

Lloyd: Was there 1ik¢ a favorite fishing "‘hole, something like that

or a favorite-hiehing trai}?
1

1 G

A.Berger: Nope, they got all theﬁhicﬁéng they wanted whenthey had to
|
—5&5& to school. I think famildes 'visited other families alot.
Get to gether and have dinner, sometimes alot of people would get to—
gether,S;metimes they'd sing or in their homes, they wasn't always
USvea
gone, it was aauaii;jaround the home some place. I think alot
of the entertainment they had to make themselves, none of it's

A (»d/ p
'S ¢ o
fupnisk’ for you much. We use to make our own balls “évenour

own bats. Everybody lived to help themselves.
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Lloyd: Yo%mentioned the a Pioneer Insurance Company, I'm interested in
that)especially since the museum has many of the documents from
the company. Maybe you could start out by just giving a little
history of how that bega#n and why it start and the need foﬁéth
for insurgance companies.

A, Berger: Well, I think it started when your,insurgance companies
started. At that time it was called the German Insurance Company

and it was startylbecause of the need for farmers to have insurance.

It catered altogether for the farmers, and—had-there-beea-some
major fire-that precipitated-

Lloyd: Ha d there been some major fire that pré cipitated the founding
of the insurance company?

A.Berger: I can't say there was but there seemed to be a need for
insurance for the farmers. I could do better by reading it:
s >It was organized 1883 , It was until about 1920 all records
were kept in German language.

Lloyd: Why was that?

A.Berger: Because the German and the Swiss the language kept a going
and probably a lot of these pioneers couldn't understand any
English. Even I;;ouldn't when I was a little kid,andg;as born here
when I went to school I couldn't speak a word of English, so I spoke
Swiss. The company kept growing.

Lloyd: Mr. Siegenthaler was the driving force behind the formation of the
company then?

A.Berger: Yes; Jacob Wismer, Cailas,Simpson and Higgins here was the
five men that was on the board, the first board. They were the
ones that got the company started.

Lloyd: Do you think it was because of their concern for their fellow farmers

E
.
3
E
_
3
-
=
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Lloyd: (cont) that they we%gg the ones.

A.Berger: Yes, The insurance didn't cost much and the values weren't
very big, Af you had a house that was worth a thousand dollars,
that was one of the bigger ones. So many of the policies were
written for maybe $500.00, $600.00 , $800.00 and they insured
farm q%#perty, cattle and horses. The rate was very,very cheap
I think alot of them only payed about a dollor or two for the
total insurance that they carried. 1In looking through some of
the records I had before Ikhink $10.00 per years was about the
biggest premium any of them payed.

Lloyd: Did your family have insurance through the company also?

A.Berger: Ohl es, yes my father was on the board of directors for many
years,too. It was a kind of hand me down affair, the old man
couldn't do it any moré%ihe sthook over and it went thatauaﬁytlﬂ%j
until the end. The insuranceC0n47ﬂ01é until that October storm,

Jlbuld

Lloyd: You mentioned you ' insure. horses and cows in the event
of what? Them running off?;xzmhatﬂ

A.Berger: In case of fire, this was pretty strictly just a fire
insurance. In the winter time the cattle were in the barns
and some of those barns burned and if there's nobody thereto
turn the cattle out the cattle burnt too.

Lloyd: Well were there times when, do you remember any particular
times when there was a big fire and somqfahesibarn burnt and
the insurance company came to help them.

G lways
A.Berger: Oh yes, I was : one of the lucky ones, I never had any

fire. There was many people who lost a house or barn and they

aqa\n
would give them some money to go ahead and rebuild aéian. 7

know when you picture rebuilding things are so costly

nowadoﬁs




Track 2 page 3

A.Berger: (cont.) that when you think about a feller had to build a
house that cost a thousand, fifteen hundred dollars that was
a place to live. It wasn't all that good but it was a place to live.

Lloyd: They could build a house, a new home on the money they re(ished
from the insurance?

A.Berger: Well, probably not quite-#um¢ because the insurance company
never payed more than three-fourths the value. So they couldn't
completely rebuild a new home with what they got. In that day money
was scarce, you just didn't have money to play with.

Lloyd : Do you remember a particular time when a familiég home and barn
burnt and that the money they re§ib%éd from the insuranc¢e really
helped them out? that set them back on their feet;

A.Berger: Well, I think that happened lot of times, I don't recall any
one where they lost the house and the barn at the same time. I
remember a lot of houses that burned also a lot of barns that
burned.

Lloyd: Was that quite common then, for barn of* houses to catch on fire?

A.Berger:Well, yes it was because ofheating, they all heated with wood
and they'd have wood firesand bad chimmeys and first thing you
had a fire. No fire department and also no cars to run around
with's If yousaw a fire two miles away therei+§as luck to get on

time to get there. But it is true if anj:}ody sai smoke or
saw somebody had a fire everybody went to see whether they could
help. Sometimes they could help and sometimes it was topfar gone,

«‘Eey couldn't do nothing. That was a pretty common practice.

When ever you saw a fire you went to help.

2
Lloyd: How about during the rebuilding.@id the neighbors also help

in the rebuilding?
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A, Berger:Quite much so, yes. I remember different times people go and
help rebuild together. Probably not in money but in labor, lot
of labor was donated. If they lost a house or if they lost a lot

The -
of“contents people kind if shared with them, gave them a little
bedding, a little furniture , some kitchencyare or something.

Lloyd: Doyou think that was because the Swiss were such a close knit
community then,‘rhe Swiss and Germans were so well known amo#pg
each other?

A.Berger: Well, I wouldn't just want to say the Swiss and German onlxj
because they would do it no) matter who was there,ﬁft was like
somebody had the hard luck, the house burned down they didn't

only: help the Swiss andGermans,h they helped those too. That was

/
just part of living in those days.
7
Lloyd: You think that's changed. 4 70u think thats different from today

then?

A.Berger: I don't know, what do you think? I think it is:Fhere's a

/
certain amount of help)but first of alilliving out here in the
1o country you don't know as many of yourAneibors anymore. Not like

you use&to,)Véu ustho know everybody for miles around and they
knew who lived there. Now they move in and move out before you
get aquainted with them. So I think it was more so in the old
days thaxrn it is today’.‘ - a”dded

Lloyd: Well, Ithink you've @to this but what eventually happened
to the insurance company?

A.Berger: Well, the insurance company was a local insurance company,
All they had was the State of Oregon gm#»they was concentrated

in the Willamette Valley. Then in 1962 with that October

storm come oneer lMisslon lnsurance

an d

was; a@hd-all there insuramees At that time I think it was 90%
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A.Berger: (cont.) of the buildings had damage from that storm and &hexe
reserves weren't great enough to pay all the claimjreallyiar at

least the insurance commi§ion didn't think so. I,Eeing on the
¢ commissionel pe’d
board we went to the insurance c ‘; 2} oping he'*d=tell us

£l

how. to get some help. So he turned right around and in two days
he came down there and closed us up, started liquidating the
company. But in the end even after the forged sale of all the
stuff they had, in the end they still payed out 837 of all the
clai@és. So we wasn't hurting as bad as he thoughtA;;fwas, I
think if he'd fdayed along with us and given us a little help
that wouldn't need‘io happen, I still believe that today too.
Lloyd: What was the damage like for the members of the insurance
companies on there farm and houses? Was it ézztggaamage?
A.Berger: Some of them werxg close, they were just complete wrecks
and some of them had the roofs blown off. 1In the houses
especially, there wasn't to many houses that didn't  have _:
some damage to the roof and the barmns tog‘égme of them Lﬂ'af{i
completely destoryed and some probably the roof or a side
caved in or something.. There wasn't only one or two there
was just lot of them, everbody'éaxenéﬁr. 1Frgb%j flea .
Lloyd: So what took the place of the ones that @aent bankrupt
\here did the farmers turn to then, the ones that belonged to it?
A.Berger: They went to other insurance companies, somecgéﬁﬁﬁf company
was probahly covered in several states, where they wasn't hit
like we was, because we were localized qgggB in the Willamtte
Valley. We thought that there was other insurancs companies
ground, mutual insurance companies ; Oregon Mutual, Sbi)l\nkx+t)

Sy UNEj
Company, the Butefield ? . D qoc P W Ve was trying to
S

get help from them but they was also hit hard so at the time
)
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A. Berger: (cont.) they didn't know what they cqpld do either so
R
consequently we couldn't find anybody é%ﬁhelp. At firet when
you look back you can see the whole.Fﬁcture, at that time you
couldn't see the thing,-ﬂihat way one of the bigger companies
could have helped,us, if they could have seen alittle far ahead.

But I guess that was the way it was suppose to be. The Pioneer

Company did a good service for the farmers of Washington County

and '.the Willamate Valley for about 80 years so maybe the time
o

ran out. Those that I mentioned, the insurance companies, not

all in business anymore. They 've con&blidated with oythers which

we also tried to do before the wind storm but we didn't quitw get it

éizf/ $ done soon enough.
&< — /, ‘

= 4 Lloyd:I would kkie to change topics here a little bit, you grew up in
the Bethany, Helvetia area but-then you moved out here.\wﬁen and
why did you move out tdthis part of the county?

A.Berger: Wel]:) Qs population increase® they can't all fit in the same

spot , wouldn't move quitew;ggégé, some of them had to get out
somé:place. So anyway we bought this piéce,land out here.se I
wanted to farm too asﬁAnyway with @ads hel;:,el started here.
Started in here with 80 acreg and there wasn't a building on the
place, so we started from scratch. First, we built a small barn ,
Built a house and next year or so we planted trees. Oh, we
raised a few potatoes, milked a few cows, We made it

Lloyd: What year did you buy the farm? What years did you purchase it?

A.Berger: In 1919.

Lloyd: Well,what was it like when they built the Sunset Hignway out here.

Was that quite a big event, quite a big construction?
‘
A.Berger: Oh yes, [t was, wyp‘Ihe farmers didn't really like it. I had

80 acreq here and there was really no position where it could

ot e} —3R=—rs—Toi ld— Thi
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A.Berger: (cont.) have been all in one field. They went kitty-corner

through from one corner to the other broke the land up in triangles,
\Ué wasn't tor happy about it/but as time went by of course it

increased in values and maée better transportation and so I guess
it didn't hurt us toomuch.

Lloyd: Did the traffic noise bother you much when they built that?

A.Berger: No, I "ve gotten use to it, although I do notice it if I get
someplace where it's really quiet,xygu don't hear any traffic

noise, I do notice.

Lloyd: How long did it take them to build the highway then?

A.BergerrWéIT’T’fﬁiﬁﬁ—fﬁﬁf“fﬁ€§‘ﬁafbvt[t was about 1940, I think iﬁ/

when they first started the surveys and said they was going to
build a highway and I think it was about 1945 or 1946 they
actually started building it. The two lanes were open to
traffic in 1948 and they just made it four lane I think
about 1965, Im not sure about that put I think it was in
1582, \Ook w9 300-’

Lloyd: Over lgéiiﬁiﬁ?ﬁut land, K here are thg‘five oaksfi!ﬂ You were

explaining alittle bit here befare I turned the recorder

on, about them, NLybe you can tell the story abXout them,

wad e
WhatVthe signifi cang(’of those trees as® and what they were
used for?

A.Berger: Well{*%p them oaks are even before my time, Buring my time

there's been nothing much about the Five Oaks except the

Mol ews’ | atermst 0&)45

\'\\'1‘ 'n

-story of=them. They marked the oak, the back of one of the eakes—
marler

with a histori zal cester. In the ol#pioneer days when the
old pioneery) were there that was kind of a simple meeting place for

them. I guess they use to call it the "0ld Rocky Mountian Retreet"
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A.Berger: (cont);@@ﬁ’fhey'd get together there for all kinds of
meetings and the‘f%urth of July celebrations. There was one
Fo‘£h of July celebration, I was told , they had twdﬁ\hundred
whiteﬁ, but they also had a thousand I:ﬁdians.

Lloyd: Where they the only Oak§ trees in the area theﬂ/i

A.Berger: They were the only big ones right in the area. Of course

there were other trees around but for some reason that was the

cﬁﬁ%ﬁt meeting place. T)WWWW{;en they had to +t#e~

Cenira) theic
anybedy—into—Portiamd\, and” go to Portland to get there supplies

1
with-;kzlb horses and wagons they use to come as far as Five

Oz2kee and then stay oveg:ﬁight there. That was from out in
Oqles
Banks and that areaout that way and then the next day they

would go to Portland and sell what they had or buy up what they ne

ocakS

needed, Then they would come back as far as the five eakes, stay
oven:ﬁight and then the next day gb fést of the way home.
Lloyd: How about when you were youné?&hd people have any kind of

celebration?

Oaks

A.Berger: Not here at the @akes, I can't remember any celebration under
O akd

the Bske# any of the time I lived here.
GRaoni)

Lloyd: Aé&aa the Columbus Day storm did a lot of damage to a lot of
different things, @id the big storm destroy alot of these trees

7 2

then,

A,Berger: In alot of areas it destroyed a lot of trees and plants by up-

= LAY
rooting them, some just by brakeign them off and some of them

beQK\'ﬁ

by just bzakeing all the limbs off. ™~ There was an awful, awful

bﬂnbg;
lot of timber damage.

Lloyd; To the Five Ozkes especially was there some damage?
AOaks

A, Berger: Well not any more so than otherwise, I don't think, There
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A.Berger: (€ont.) use to be a grove of Ash down along this swale here

Venal~
the full i:2;¥t of the fence which ig a half a mile and they

were up, oh, I would say as high as 150 feet and when

that October storm come,I stood out there and watched, It was

just like somé:pne come there and just like that layed them

down. But the first gust only
thought well at least I've got
another gust come and took the
side and wasn't able to stand
There was alot of them. There

salvage what wood we could out

took the upper half and so I
half them lefte few minutes later
rest. They were on the brittle
it, It just really took them , .
: i
was nothing to do but get in theix afi=® czn(i

“ther€.
of there and clear it up.

Lloyd That's about all the questions I have unless you would like have

any closing remarks on farming

or the communities in general

compared with yesterday and today. Have you enjoyed your 85 years

%’\_ on the farm?

A. nger: Oh sure, yes I had a good life, we worked hard and we had

lots of good times and I wouldn't change them all.

Lloyd: Thank you for your to the Oral History program.

cortribvhes




