FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS
GOVERNOR VICTOR ATTYEH STATE CAPTITOL, SATEM
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATTVES CHAMBER JANUARY 8, 1979

MR. PReSIDENT, MR. SpeEAker €BRO=Tem}; MEMBERS OF THE SIXTIETH
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, FELLOW OREGONIANS:

FOUR YEARS AGO WE WELCOMED TO THIS CHAMBER THE MAN
WHO HAD DEFEATED ME FOR THE OFFICE HE OCCUPIED. EIGHT WEEKS
AGO HE WELCOMED ME TO THAT OFFICE, THE OATH FOR WHICH [ HAVE
JUST TAKEN.

BoB STRAUB, FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY COOPERATION OF
YOURSELF AND YOUR STAFF IN THE RECENT TRANSITION, BUT MORE FOR
YOUR MANY YEARS OF DEDICATEJT%?&VICE TO THIS STATE, | sAy --
ON BEHALF OF MYSELF, MY STAFF AND THE PEOPLE OF OREGON -—AU,OF(F5

THANK YOU AND GODSPEED.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE, | SHARE THIS DAY WITH MANY, MANY
eSlEiAlL
OTHERS, BUT MOST OF ALL WITH MY FAMILY, AND,THE ONE WHO HAS
BEEN ALONG ON EVERY HILL AND VALLEY OF THE WAY . . . MY WIFE

DOLORES,

IT's A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN OREGON.
Could
THIS 1S THE GREATEST DAY OF MY LIFE, AND IT SHOYLD
BE A GREAT DAY FOR ALL OF YOU WHO SHARE WITH ME THE HIGHEST
HONOR == AND GREATEST RESPONSIBILITY ™Y our FELLOW OREGONIANS

STEWAROS IO
CAN CONFER . . . THE GHYSFOBY OF THEIR SYSTEM OF LAW,



IN THE MONTHS AHEAD, YOU AS LEGISLATORS WILL BE FACED
WITH THOUSANDS OF DECISIONS, THOUSANDS OF JUDGMENTS ON HOW WE
IN OREGON SHOULD LIVE OUR LIVES. AS ONLY RECENTLY ONE OF YOU,
[ KNOW HOW EASY IT IS TO VIEW THE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA AS A
KALEIDOSCOPE, TUMBLING FRAGMENTS OF VARYING SHAPES AND COLORS,
EACH BEARING LITTLE OR NO RELATION TO THE OTHER. A VOTE ON
ENERGY MAY FOLLOW A HEARING ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE, A MEETING WITH
FARMERS MAY FOLLOW A DEBATE ON MUNICIPAL BONDING., IN THIS
KALEIDOSCOPE, A UNITY OF DESIGN, A CONSISTENCY OF PRINCIPLE, IS

géggﬂ ELUSIVE,

I HAVE PREVIOUSLY OFFERED YOU AND, IN THE DAYS AHEAD,
WILL CONTINUE TO PRESENT TO YOU, SPECIFIC LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS.
MAN
But TODAY, ggfggg YOU TAKE UP ONE BY ONE THE mygf%a CONCERNS

AND DEMANDS THAT WILL BE PRESSED UPON YOU, | ASK YOU TO STEP
=S CONSIDER

BACK A MOMENT AND
SOME FUNDAMENTAL HARMONIZING PRINCIPLES WHICH [ BELIEVE SHOULD
GUIDE US IN ALL WE DO,

ForR 20 YEARS IN PUBLIC SERVICE, [ HAVE HEARD OREGONIANG
TALKING, | HAVE HEARD THE VOICES OF DIFFERENT AGES, DIFFERENT
RACES, DIFFERENT STATIONS AND DIFFERENT CONVICTIONS. BUT THE
MORE I LISTEN, THE MORE THE VOICES BLEND INTO ONE, A TRUE
COMMON VOICE OF THE PEOPLE OF OREGON, EXPRESSING COMMON CONCERNS
THAT—ENDURE=THROUGH THE YEARS ,



As I HAVE LISTENED IN RECENT YEARS, | HAVE HEARD THAT
VOICE RISE TO AN ANGUISHED SCREAM OF ANGER, A CRY OF FRUSTRATION
AT PROMISES BROKEN AND A GOVERNMENT BECOMING MORE REMOTE.
ALMOST TWO CENTURIES AGO, THOMAS JEFFERSON CAUTIONED US THAT THE
ONLY SAFE DEPOSITORY OF THE ULTIMATE POWERS OF SOCIETY IS IN THE
PEOPLE THEMSELVES. BUT TODAY OUR PEOPLE FEEL THAT POWER, THE
POWER TO GOVERN THEMSELVES, NOT ONLY SLIPPING FROM THEIR HANDS
BUT IN SOME CASES BEING DELIBERATELY SNATCHED FROM THEM.

OREGONIANS, LIKE THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS, SEE A
GOVERNMENT BECOMING INCREASINGLY PREOCCUPIED WITH THE FORM OF
GOVERNMENT, RATHER THAN ITS SUBSTANCE.,

WHERE THEY HAVE égg;g2951 FOR JUSTICE, FOR OPPORTUNITY,
FOR SECURITY AND FOR HEALTH, THEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN DEPARTMENTS,
COMMISSIONS AND BUREAUS BEARING THOSE NAMES. [00 OFTEN THEIR
CRIES HAVE BEEN SMOTHERED UNDER A CRUST OF ELITISTS IN
GOVERNMENT WHO COGITATE, REGULATE AND PROMULGATE FROM BEHIND
SOUNDPROOF WALLS. WHERE ONCE OUR PEOPLE ASKED GOVERNMENT TO
STAND BY THEIR SIDE, TODAY THEY ASK GOVERNMENT SIMPLY TO STAND
ASIDE,

THE CARDINAL SIN OF GOVERNMENT IN OUR TIME HAS BEEN
AN ARROGANT ASSUMPTION THAT ALL WISDOM RESIDES IN Gﬁ%ﬁ-ﬂm;
AND THE CONCEIT THAT GOVERNMENT CAN DICTATE ITS PEOPLE'S WANTS,
IT HAS BEEN WELL SAID THAT GOVERNMENT IS THE ART OF THE POSSIBLE,
AND | sAY TO YOU THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOVERNMENT TO ACT
EFFECTIVELY M WHERE IT ACTS IN HARMONY WITH ITS PEOPLE.

"



WHERE IT ACTS IN DISCORD, GOVERNMENTEQNVITES REBELLIOUS
16LE
BACKLASH, AND PERHAPS WORSE, THEASILENT REBELLION OF APATHY.

THE PLAIN FACT IS THAT, GIVEN THE LIGHT TO SEE THE
TRUTH, OUR PEOPLE WILL DECIDE THEIR DESTINIES BETTER THAN
ANY ELITE, ELECTED OR NOT.

THEREFORE, IN THE BUSINESS OF GOVERNMENT, WE SHOULD
ALWAYS FERST ASE:‘Z(’rNHAT DO OUR PEOPLE WANT? WHAT ARE THEIR
GOALS, THEIR PRIORITIES? THEN, WE SHOULD ASK IF THE DEVICES
WE SET IN MOTION TRULY SERVE THE DESIRES OF THE PEOPLE. AN
EMPLOYMENT DIVISION SHOULD HELP PEOPLE FIND JOBS, A DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION SHOULD EDUCATE, AND A COMMISSION ON AGING SHOULD
HELP MAKE AGING A TIME OF TRANQUILITY, NOT A TIME OF FEAR AND
UNCERTAINTY,

tﬂ9§§ ARE FUNDAMENTAL GOALS OF OUR PEOPLE, AND WE MUST
HONOR THEM OVER THE EFFORTS OF SOME TO MAKE OUR AGENCIES AN END
IN THEMSELVES, AND OVER THE EFFORTS OF OTHERS TO MAKE PUBLIC
AGENCIES SERVE THE GOALS OgrszEW. WHERE OUR PEOPLE ASK FOR
PROTECTION, LET US PROTECT THEM. WHERE THEY ASK FOR ASSISTANCE,

LET US ASSIST THEM. AND WHERE THEY ASK SIMPLY TO BE LEFT ALONE,

LET US LEAVE THEM ALONE.

As I URGE YOU TO LISTEN TO OUR PEOPLE, I PROMISE TO
LEAD BY EXAMPLE. I HAVE AND WILL CONTINUE TO LISTEN, AND NOT
JUST BNEY TO THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE MEANS AND THE URGENCY
TO PRESS THEIR CASE IN SALEM. [ WILL GO TO OUR PEOPLE TO LISTEN,
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I WILL GO TO EVERY COUNTY OF THIS STATE. [ WILL BE IN YOUR OWN
COMMUNITIES, NOT TALKING TO YOU, BUT MEETING WITH YOoU. I WILL
ESTABLISH LISTENING POSTS IN EVERY SOUNTY OF THE STATE, FROM
THE TOWNS OF EASTERN OREGON TO THE DISTRICTS OF OUR CITIES,
WHERE PEOPLE CAN GATHER TOGETHER AS OFTEN AS THEY NEED TO
EXPRESS THEIR CONCERNS TO PEOPLE WHO WILL TALK DIRECTLY TO ME.

I WILL LISTEN TO YOU, THE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF OUR PEOPLE,
AND TO THE MANY DEDICATED WORKERS IN OUR GOVERNMENT WHO TRULY
WANT TO SERVE PEOPLE, | WILL LISTEN TO ALL.

LET NO ONE THINK, HOWEVER, THAT WHEN YOU AND | PROMISE
TO LISTEN,"WE ABDICATE OUR RESPONSIBILITY. NO ONE WANTS THE
HARD CHOICES OF GOVERNMENT TO BE MADE SOLELY ON THE BASIS OF
THE LATEST OPINION POLL, OR ON THE BASIS OF WHICH GROUP CAN PUT
THE LOUDEST CROWD ON THE CAPITOL STEPS., WE WILL LISTEN TO OUR
PEOPLE -= ALL OUR PEOPLE -- TO HEAR THEIR TRUE GOALS, THE
COMMON OBJECTIVES THAT SURVIVE THE PASSIONS OF THE MOMENT. But
THE RESPONSIBILITY RESTS WITH US TO FIND THE BEST WAYS TO
ACHIEVE THOSE GOALS. IT IS FOR US TO SORT THROUGH THE MAZE OF
ARGUMENTS AND EVIDENCE TO DECIDE HOW BEST TO HONOR THE %giés FOR
JUSTICE, SECURITY, OPPORTUNITY,

SIMPLY PUT, OUR MESSAGE TO OREGONIANS IS THIS:
SET US THE TASK AND WE WILL CHOOSE THE TOOLS.

IF THERE 1S ONE TASK ABOVE ALL THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE
SET FOR US NOW, IT IS THIS: WEmMUST ARREST THE VICIOUS CYCLE

——

OF INCREASED GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND INCREASED TAXATION.,

——————
-
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As THE BURDEN OF TAXATION RISES, INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM
OF CHOICE DECLINES, CHOICES AS TO HOUSING, EDUCATION AND EVEN
S
HEALTH CARE ARE RESTRICTED MORE AND MORE AS THE TAX COLLECTOR
LEAVES LESS AND LESS. THAT MUST NOT CONTINUE,

—_——

LET Us BE CLEAR ON ONE POINT: OREGONIANS ARE NOT
CALLING FOR TAX RELIEF BECAUSE THEY ARE SELFISH. TO THE
CONTRARY, OURS 1S A GENEROUS PEOPLE. OREGONIANS HAVE SUPPORTED
BALLOT MEASURES WHICH COMMITTED THEIR FUNDS AND THEIR CREDIT TO
CARE FOR THE ELDERLY, TO HOUSE VETERANS, TO IMPROVE EDUCATION
AND TO FIGHT POLLUTION,

THE CALL FOR TAX RELIEF IS NOT A MANDATE TO CLOSE OUR

HEARTS, IT IS A MANDATE TO OPEN OUR EYES TO SPENDING WHICH IS

WASTEFUL, SPENDING WHICH IS UNNECESSARY AND, MOST OF ALL,
SPENDING WHICH IGNORES THE GOALS AND PRIORITIES OF OUR PEOPLE.

OVER-A—GENTURY-AGO; RALPH WALDO EMERSON DESCRIBED
THAT FRUSTRATION WITH THESE WORDS: "A MAN WHO CANNOT BE
ACQUAINTED WITH ME, TAXES ME. LOOKING FROM AFAR AT ME, HE
ORDAINS THAT A PART OF MY-LABOR SHALL GO TO-THIS AND THAT
WHIMSICAL END -=-NOT AS I, BUT AS HE HAPPENS TO FANCY+ _BEHOLD

n

THE{QDNSE@UENGET*@GF—AtL—DEBTST"MEN“AREthAS¥~NIEEING“¥0—PﬁY;ThXES.

AGAIN WE MUST LOOK TO THE PEOPLE TO CHART OUR COURSE.
THEY WANT THEIR DOLLARS SPENT WISELY, THEY WANT THEIR DOLLARS




TO REACH THE TARGET. WHERE WE APPROPRIATE MONEY FOR CHILD CARE,
THEY WANT MAXIMUM VALUE IN TERMS OF CARE FOR CHILDREN, NOT
OFFICE FURNITURE FOR OFFICIALS. IﬂﬁI_IS THEIR MESSAGE, AND [
PLEDGE MYSELF TO DO MY BEST TO SEE THAT THEIR DOLLARS REACH THE
TARGET.,

. o ™

_ ONE WAY TO INSURE THAT A GOVERNMENT SPENDS WISELY IS

p.-

TOLCOMPE;JIT TO SPEND LESS. IN TERMS OF REAL DOLLARS, THAT IS

h

WHAT | PROPOSE TO DO, | HAVE SUBMITTED TO THIS LEGISLATURE A
TWO-YEAR BUDGET WHICH KEEPS FAITH WITH THE PRESIDENT'S
GUIDELINES., BECAUSE OF STEADILY RISING COSTS, THIS WILL MEAN
CUTS, AND WE WILL MAKE THEM., HOWEVER, I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT

WE CAN STREAMLINE THE OPERATIONS OF GOVERNMENT WITHOUT REDUCING
ITS REAL SERVICES TO ITS PEOPLE, THAT WILL BE OUR GOAL. THAT
WILL BE THE ACID TEST OF OUR CREDIBILITY.

IN THIS, I ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT,
s —— — -

npol
Anp=NoW, HAVING,SPOKEN OF SOME OF THE THINGS [ BELIEVE
OUR PEOPLE EXPECT OF GOVERNMENT, | WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH MY

FELLOW OREGONIANS SOME EXPECTATIONS | HAVE FOR Adck=FHE=REGPLE

ﬁ le _r.l*_.e_-ad——-‘

THE INCREASING ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN OUR LIVES HAS
BEEN A TEMPTATION TO AEANQQN OUR SENSE OF COMMUNITY., INSTEAD
OF CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER, WE HIRE GOVERNMENT TO DO THE JOB.
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AGING PARENTS WHO GAVE US LOVE MUST TURN IN THEIR NEED TO SOCIAL
WORKERS, CHILDREN WHO NEED FIRM HANDS ON THEIR SHOULDERS ARE
COMMITTED TO THE CUSTODY OF THE COURTS.,

OUR TAX DOLLARS HAVE TOO OFTEN BEEN USED TO BUY
ESCAPE FROM PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, AND WE ARE THE POORER FOR
— -~ ——————
IT. WHEN WE TRADE THE JOY OF HELPING OTHERS FOR THE ANONYMOUS
EXERCISE OF PAYING TAX DOLLARS TO BUY SOCIAL SERVICES, WE —-
ALL OF US -— ARE THE LOSERS. My FRIENDS, GOVERNMENT CAN DO

3

MANY THINGS, BUT IT%_HIRE__I;OVE.

[ ASK THE PEOPLE OF OREGON -- | CHALLENGE YOU -- TO

BACK YOUR DEMANDS FOR LESS GOVERNMENT AND LESS TAXES WITH A
COMMITMENT TO DO FOR EACH OTHER -- IN PERSON == MUCH OF WHAT WE
HAVE BEEN ASKING GOVERNMENT TO DO FOR US. WE HAVE HEARD TOO

MUCH ABOUT “DOING YOUR OWN THING"” AND “LOOKING OUT FOR NUMBER
OoNE.” IF THERE EVER WAS A "Me-FIRsT DECADE,” LET IT END IN OREGON,

I ASK YOU TO REACH OUT. TO ONE ANOTHER —-- TO GIVE OF

YOUR TIME, YOUR TALENTS AND YOUR ENERGIES. INSTEAD OF HIRING
MORE POLICEMEN, LET US WORK WITH YOUNG PEOPLE, IN CHURCHES, IN
YOUTH GROUPS, IN ATHLETICS, IN SCHOOLS AND WITH THE FAMILIES
TO GIVE THEM FEELINGS OF SELF-ESTEEM, ACHIEVEMENT AND WARMTH.
TﬂQSE YOUNGSTERS WILL NEVER MENACE US IN OUR STREETS.//INSTEAD
OF BUYING PLACES OF CONFINEMENT FOR OUR ELDERLY AND OUR
MENTALLY HANDICAPPED, LET US GIVE THEM THE HELP THEY NEED TO
LIVE AMONG US.



DAvID BEN-GURION ONCE SAID "THE TRUE RIGHT TO A
COUNTRY SPRINGS NOT FROM POLITICAL OR GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY, BUT
FROM WORK."” I BELIEVE THAT. [ BELIEVE IN WORKING, IN WORKING

TOGETHER. THOUSANDS OF YOUR FELLOW CITIZENS ARE ALREADY ON THE
JOB. IF YOU WANT TO HELP, CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES AND NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATIONS CAN POINT THE WAY. YOUR COMMUNITY MAY HAVE A
VOLUNTEER BUREAU. YOU CAN EVEN LOOK IN THE YELLOW PAGES UNDER

—

“SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS.”

[ ASK YOU TO DO THIS NOT ONLY FOR OTHERS, BUT FOR
FuLFiLLinG
YOURSELVES. | REMEMBER A FEW YEARS AGO ONE OF THE BEST DAYS OF
MY LIFE, [ WAS WORKING AS A VOLUNTEER FOR THE Boy Scouts. My
ASSIGNMENT WAS TO DIG A DRAINAGE DITCH, IN THE POURING RAIN.
[ WOULD NOT HAVE DONE THAT FOR PAY, BUT YOU COULD NOT BUY BACK
FROM ME THE FEELING OF SATISFACTION | GOT FROM THAT JOB.

AGAIN, WE WILL TRY TO LEAD BY EXAMPLE. THIS GOVERNMENT
WILL SOON ANNOUNCE A POLICY WHICH WILL ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST
STATE EMPLOYEES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE VOLUNTEER EFFORTS OF THEIR
COMMUNITIES. WE IN THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE WILL MAKE SPECIAL
EFFORTS TO PROVIDE RECOGNITION FOR INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP VOLUNTEER
ACHIEVEMENTS.

VW Ao

I wouep ASK EVERY EMPLOYER IN THIS STATE, LARGE AND

SMALL, TO FOLLOW THAT LEAD; TO RECOGNIZE AND FACILITATE

COMMUNITY SERVICE. IF ALL THE PEOPLE OF OREGON CAN TAKE TO THEIR
HEARTS THE AGE-OLD CONCEPT OF VOLUNTEERISM, WE CAN REDUCE THE NEED

-g-



FOR GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION AND TAX SUPPORT, WE CAN IMPROVE THE
Wil
QUALITY OF LIFE IN OREGON, AND WE GAN GROW AS A COMMUNITY.

FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART, | COMMEND THIS TO ALL

_—— - i - 4

AND NOW, SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS GREAT STATE OF OURS.

THE OREGON STORY 1S NOT NEW; IT IS NOT THE CREATION
OF OUR GENERATION. THERE ARE AROUND US IN THE HALLS OF THIS
CAPITOL THE NAMES OF 158 PEOPLE WHO HELPED BUILD THIS STATE.
SAMUEL BARLOW AND JOEL PALMER CHALLENGED THE ELEMENTS TO BUILD
THE LEGENDARY ROAD ACROSS Mt. Hoop. ABIGAIL ScoTT DuNIwAY
CHALLENGED THE DEEP-SEATED PREJUDICES OF HER TIME TO FIGHT FOR
WOMEN'S RIGHTS OVER A CENTURY AGO. SOME OF THE 158 WERE
FOUNDERS OF CITIES, GOVERNMENTS AND BUSINESSES. SOME BLAZED
TRAILS. SOME JUST SURVIVED. BUT THEY ALL DID SOMETHING.,

THEIR LEGACY IS A PEOPLE WHO ARE HARD-WORKING AND
HARD—-HEADED, COMPASSIONATE BUT DEMANDING, SELF-RESPECTING AND

THE Lommon GoaD TP Loimon &ENSE,
SELF-RELIANT, AND DEDICATED TO COMMEN=SENSE AND FHE—COMMON-G®OD,

OREGONIANS ARE A SPECIAL PEOPLE IN A SPECIAL PLACE.

SOME OF OUR PEOPLE BEGIN AND END THE DAY IN TOWERS OF GLASS AND
STEEL, OTHERS RIDE ON HORSEBACK AMID THE SAME VISTAS THAT
ENCHANTED THE AMERICAN INDIAN AND OUR EARLY PIONEERS.
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OREGONIANS ARE AS VARIED IN THEIR IDEAS AS IN THEIR
BACKGROUNDS, GOING OUR SEPARATE WAYS IN POLITICS, RELIGION AND
LIFESTYLES, WE'EEERJSH THE FREEDOM TO GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS,
LET IT ALWAYS BE THAT WAY. BUT, LET US GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS
TOGETHER, TOGETHER IN OUR FAITH IN OURSELVES, OUR FAITH IN
EACH OTHER, OUR FAITH IN THE DESTINY OF OUR GREAT STATE, AND
OUR FAITH IN THE ONE WHO GAVE US THIS LAND OF BEAUTY,
OPPORTUNITY AND PROMISE.

AT THIS BEGINNING -- THIS CONSTITUTIONAL SECOND

MONDAY OF EACH ODD-NUMBERED YEAR -- WE MUST SEIZE THE EXCITING

—
OPPORTUNITY GIVEN TO US. LET IT BEGIN WITH A PROMISE AND A
CHALLENGE. A PERSONAL PROMISE OF MY OWN TO YOU TO SET A HIGH
STANDARD OF PERFORMANCE FOR MYSELF AS GOVERNOR IN ALL THAT I
DO AND A CHALLENGE TO YOU AND TO ALL OREGONIANS TO MATCH OR,
BETTER YET, EXCEED THAT STANDARD.,

EMBRACE THIS MOMENT. REMEMBER IT. A TIME LIKE THIS
MAY NEVER COME OUR WAY AGAIN,
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