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BEAVERTON ORAL HISTORY PRXRIEI PROJECT

INTERVIEY WITH: /%‘].va Rossi at her home In Beaverton Oregon. , October 26, 1982
INTERVIEJER: Shirley Tanzer

TRANSCRIBER

TANRLIY TANZER

Zlva ROSST

T‘X\"F’
BLVA ROS3I

Rosalie Whkefield (5-22-83)

TAPE #1, SIDE # 1
Miss Rossi, where did your family come from?
dell, my fa”xerM_ Rossi, came from Italy, a=% they came from Tuscany, which is where Florence is,
you know. u—}é’ﬁme., didn't 1live in Florence, but they lived out in the country, aad.ﬂt, grandfather
Rossi came to this country in thjearly 1870's because my father wasigmm born in 1870, the 13th of March,
And my father was just a small baby and he left Ttaly to come here because conditions were, you know, bad
in that country and he was gone about ten years before he could send enough money to bring my grandmother
and thetwo children, They had a daughter Rosalina, who was older than my father, and my f ather}whose
name wa : 1 . ¥ My grandmother and her two children couldn't

speak a word of IEnglish and how they got here on the train, T don't know, &btthey came directly here to

August Rossi,

J O

Beaverton,

How had” m%‘d?gd:f %gﬁgr’co Beaverton?

Well, he had come to Oregon in 1870, and he had first gone to 3an Francisco where he had a brother and
he didn't like it there. Things didn't work out. Then he went to Tycoma where he had another brother
Who Was Sd—anl—m—auelk—asndard, truck farmng, and that didn't work out vex} well, &3 he had another

LoD \ - :
brother who was with hin esd—Tt—dontec—temomimm—_oirhe Gx¥ead=0 was his name s ne and my grandfather

came to Beaverton in the early 1870°s.,s I think the abstract &b my brother Al"bert ssbsdopeas
Did he show it to you at 311?9 —(-néh—ad; shows the years that the property was bought. You know how
the old abstracts were. They had so much historical records on them, ﬁd-“e paid 51,000 an acre for
property where the outdoor theater stands and some of the other property; —sssssg because he owned the
property which is right behlni th e Valley Newspaper, down amm nere on Cany@n Road -- that's the coffee
place now. And it went over tothe*e the outdoor theate :‘.aelMom of that was == 1in truck garden
and onions. They had a #larce planting of oniors and they used to send onions to Denver and San Francisco

but I have seen years when they couldn't sell the onions and they would just drive the wagons up to the

onion house and shovel the onions into tb‘o wagons and tako@ them down and d&m_,_
¢
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~nd then they bougnt the peoperty where the Saleway store stands# and part of that parking lot wac home
propertys. NA% Ihat property went back to what is now Eroadwa;& back across the Tualatin Valley Highway clear
down to Bﬁyeaé-a( across from where Plush Pippin isp Ihat old property goes down below there, down to what

they call the ditch. =ew {he ditches were uoundary lines along the property, —=e—whey—mo T Jog'i Lnouw

Wasn't 31,000 an acre a considerable amount?

» 1t was truck s garden beaverdam and it had a wonderful market in Portland.

It was, but you seg
S

T i - .; . . #9 [*T= -' .
= <

=2 T think d;’-h‘r property that borders on RBroadway and the Safeway property, whether that house was

standing on there or psmser no‘::, it was a regular little old farm, Jde&ed—of long farmhousé,, and it had an

upstairs ame—ii—+ae divided @in two bedrooms, &=d Yhen there was a bedroom downstairs #® and a quite large

kitchen and a pantiry, a=c¢ {‘ney‘nnad a big dining room table in the kitchen, and that was where they spent

most of t‘ﬁeir time, But they didg have a parlor or living room in the front part of the house and I don't

remember whether Crandma had a table in there or noi, ®si—onyusy—thes—hed—aeotd=foomtomet Toms et m..C/TL‘
Now that was your Grandfather and Grandmother Rossi?
Yes. I'm talking about the Rossj's now, my grandparents. And my grandfather's name was -- they called

)
him Joe. His name was & S=t=westef=r?) which in Italian is Joseph, and it's G-u-s-e-g-i-o, I think,

% M> EBeritriehe croncnoiher's NEMMEN namne Was WeReR Teresa; &= her father died when she was quite

took herg ssd She was efcmsawan, sort of a maid, but they
treated her just like family and tney used to take her to operas and all sorts of things, 2 il
SOt et .,ggMy father and my grandmother and his sister Rosalinaﬁame W -v/from
New York, because he said and I think I'm correct, bedause that's the year the Erooklyn Bridge was

me opened, I think, -n‘-r-di;en == they moved to Beavertonﬁwhere the Safeway parking lot is where the
Beaverton School ttood), I think it was ﬁiere because as far back as I can remember it was, we ﬁty father

went to school for about four years until he was about 16. And then he quit #school to help his father

small and 2 <= Jewish family

4 -3-'s

on the farm because at that time my grandfather had, and his brother, were not getting along wery well and
both of them had their wives living there in the small house and the two women didn't get along very well.
So my grandfather and my father arranged to buy his share and then the brother went up to LaCenter, Washinse

ton, and bought an acreage up there and started his own little farm. Let's see, his wifle's name was Maria.

sttt men—tet—me—see, But that wem was the beginning and =ee our family has been in Beaverton over

e Monaim B B e )
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4‘ « e ohe other side of the family d"*‘ the Uolf sideg~a=eiflly grandfathner Wolf and my‘srandmot'ner
came from Issenhein(sp?) in Germany which is not far from iieinsk(?), a-ndM\y By - ranafather'' s &

name was Henry Wolf, He was 19 when he came to this country and he had a brother,#® and I think an uncle

that lived in Pennsylvania in fEmbsssesraiwmierammmeay, "ric County, dnd He settled there first and that's ¥
vhere he and mg grandmother were married, «=d Ihen they moved from there, ae and his older brother Jake

were very cloce and they made a lot of moves torether, «=é [hey moved from thwé_ll.,; — Lo tivot *
Uhts—pevea—het—to—Tl e a NGO .Eiissouri, -=&4 Phey bought property in Missouri, L’;‘;E I don't know

Jjust where it was. I've never known. 2ut it was wonderful peach country and they were going to have lovely »

peaches and all but they soon discovered that thoever sold them the property didn't own it. It was rail-

road land and they lost that. .-‘rn&-So then another uncle or cousin was in & Zffirham, Illinois, and they »

went there,e=& I just don't know what my grand?t\ther did, but they lived there several years, because my oldest

uncle, Henry, was born therel and alsoj the second children wee-wemela set of twins) John and Zlizeabeth, were born w
in Tllinois, Anrdc—tiren from there the two brothers decided they'A homestead in Iebradka. Zo they settled on the b
Republican River in a place which is now called Alma, -aeé‘l)e have many cousins and relatives all through Hebraska, »

who % destenAants of all the brothers that he had. Mhene&/{t got so bad -- the grasshoppers would Just
destroy the crops and that must have been about-- Qh let's see my e brother was born in 1872, and it must have
y P , $. v g broth ' (s sard Yo cazs, Hen?

been about that time, and they lived iw 129\ A s > iv e vTo g e Toue A I —"ae 71 »e sod housesy gl i du?)ldg
r grandf atherm great hunt/ex.——%% a wonderful marksman—;—enﬁ% usifi to take hunting parties out from »
England and Zurope and go up === itoward Wyoming and do that buffalo hunting aa&—=#e old prairie was just fall of
buffalo at that time. 2ut the grasshoppers just practically ate everything they planted and my mother said that ¥»
if they'd hang clothes on the line, the grasshoppers would eat thenm,
ﬁ So then he went into yoming and I think he worked on the Union Tacific railroad when they were building it, P

aad)‘/ew he got to Oregon, I don't know, ZAmmeesk@Sety It has been said that }]e walked from Wyoming to Uregon, but

& T never heard that for sure and I never did ask my mother. But he came to Oregon and he went to loodburn and »
worked for Sam Brom:.’whe-m a very well known pioneer, you know)in that part of the country. = Fatzonts
- Re sold their homestead to my Uncle Jake (his brother Jake) for the railroad W
fare for my grandmother and six children. ey, At that time t‘nere was ngQ re}ilroad into Oregon. The Union
Pacific was not completed, u'aSo they g went from Nebraskd; my grandmoiher with six little ggildreng,esd fhe »
o .
oldest one was Uncle Henry and I think he was absu{ApiZ. My mother was 6, e e— Bu}/she got

on the tzain with these six little children and a baby about three months old, I think it was. «mZ'he relatives >
back there had baed all kinds of bread and they 5, had bread in flour sacks and food that they took)with them to
my »

Tr v~

eat on the train., And my mother said that when the train would stopz_
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a2 % 4 - 3 B ‘ a *q’-‘ Indi
Uncle ;;enry“d}:s very advepturcsone ie—se would wedmemme ot off the train and walk around, axd Some’. ®s the Indians

s A o % POl a
would come and get on the train and my grandmother would give them a loaf of bread, Iut my mother said the youn
come ge !
- ’ R : - 2 :
children were so afraid the train would go away and lexve Uncle ienry because they were always so afraid he wouldn't
i - 4 g 3
in in t aus When she got to 3an Franciscog s she got passage on the Great Republic to Portland.
get on the train in time. S £
g ey Tt WaS Wil Very reasonable to go 3 t was just 5.00 for grandmother and I don't know how much for the

children -- the passage to Portland. Ani'sl'} they came up on the Great Republic. It was an amazing trip that it made
and they got into Portland I think June 19, 1888, a-né.}.t’y mother said it was just nice and the docks were just loaded
with people to welcome the Creat Republic and she said, Oh, they were so frightened because thé people were cheering
and everything. 3ut my grandfather was there to meet them and I think they stazyed at a hotel oi‘ e
Cammssmhy rooming house in Portland and then he took them to oodburn the next day. Probably they went on the boat,
I imagine., o ;

June 19, 1878, Just fascinating! Well, it's fascinating to think your family has been here ovér a hundred years,
Now the Merle Davies family was the oldest. She was the oldest person living in St Beaverton.A{'o/w old was she?
Ninety years old, exactly. She was 90 years old the 6th of December and she died on the 6th of Januaryg

Had she been sick for a long time? .
R, sxe hadn't been well, no, Bui-$se had 1ivel slew—TTMOST T —to—tie—timer—sme—diedr—Iloilo—toor—Rhytihoi——

ol Before Grandma Wolf and the family came to Oregon, ny gra{ldfather had built a cabin for them to live in. And /
Mr, Sam Brown, who ' was one of the early pioneersfy

told him he could build on the property there.

Was Sam Brown the one for whom Brownsville was named?

I don't know about that. Where is Zrownsville? Is it .isewesally ncar Joodbnrn?

Yes.,

Well, it probably is.

Absolutely, The fact that one of the first woolen mills was at DBrownsville was just.....

Jell, I don't know too much about Sam Brown but he is a wery well known Oregon I'ioneer. The Cregon Historical Sociey
probably has mare informatron:

T have some information on ZSam Brown and I'm almost certain he's the one for whom Brownsville was named.

nellq my grandfather built this cabin, he did not put a floor in the cabin, because in Nebraska, it was so

cold -- the ground was so hard and everything that they just put buffalo skins = and lined the sod house

with i-%aé-l—!!;he wouldn't put a floor in, and Sam Brown said, == "Mr. Wolf, you'll all be sick, It's so wet in
Nregon that you'll all be sick if you don't have gg,floor. You've got to keep dry." Vell, my grandfogher was a very

stubborn old Cerman 2nd, the Wolf Tamily was reafly famous 'f'ér being stubborne aadé #zlvays said a pair of mules
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2ut, well, he brouglh t theam and the flran/tning 4% that happened

hat winter -- my grandfather got typhoid pnofmonia and nearly died. .nd here he was, a2 great big husky man over

just lucky to survive, ot 'm.h.l‘.i-ﬁas Never verj,m He

s
(v}
was never able to do rezl heavy work or anything like that again. snd the baby) who wasn't even a year old then) died

‘ should have been on the family coat of arms
RS
%
é

' t2l1l; and after that his hea*th‘ he wac

of pneumonia, t00. avieiyyieetemEeiv——ey D011y Cora was her name, and she is buried in what's fhat famous gcemetery?
Zell pack Cemetery -- in Joodburn, or French Prairie, swe-ef~r7y~ " 2ut that's where she is buried,zmd—bi I don't

know just when my grandfather left Woodburn but wasmmesdss he went down to the Columbia RiVET aedetebiseimimm——.
‘h

[ R 1P it b3

Bt el

ither Cathlamet or alama -- aren't those two towns on the Columbia? ¥Well, he went
to work in the sawmill, and my grandmother took sick and they #¥& took her and put her in the hospital at Vancouver
ne was omemesssme 2, patient for a whole year. -m/qy oldest #=m= aunt was about 12 years old., She was one of
the twins, m Tlizabeth, or Lézzy as they called her, and she tried to keep house, &@s=imem=— Well, I think my
grandmotllg_r_, if 1 rmmember‘ correctly, had had another child. She had 12 children; they were about 2 years apart.
pemduapiier (hey vere at Woodburn) .4nd my grandmother had taken sick and there was a family . T can't remember their
name now) down there that ”took the baby. They had a crippléd son and he enjoyed having the baby so much. 3But then
when they came up to Washington, up to Cathlamet, T think it was, why Crandpa put my grandpother in the Sisters'
hospital at Vancouver. WM I suppose that was St. Joseph's, GaiiE Zut anyway, lizzy as they called her, kept
house for Grandpa, teirt—asm—tre .ae.ae_{:y lived se# across the river from where the sawmill was that Grandpa worked
1n)ar'd every morning and every night he would go across the river ewd He'd walk on the logs on the log mpwi rafts,
and Tinzlly T think they pat the =&y baby gt ; =

Just too much work for my aunt. She tried to keep house and cook and Mamma said they had a preat big old chest -- ol

i Aunt Mlnnle,o‘ww th them to Cathlamet. 3But it was
oak chest and she used that for a table, and she'd roll her biscuits out on that., And then if Crandpa didn't come
home in the wintertime, it would be dark he wouldn't come home, when he'd gei home all the children were crying
ﬁl don't know just when he -k decided

to come to Portland, but he came il ve  7OTked for th¢Southern Pacific Railroad as section foreman.

&nrd the first section house was aj; 2y Pertha Sta’cion,aaé_{k?ey had a great big water tank there and there was a
huge oommispn <pring there)a-*-a‘—é—bﬂ-s right adewsunder where that overpass is where the highway is. e I don't know
how many years he worked there, but UsE=SSRaESny ny mother and her sisters used to walk into Portland on the
railroad tracks. H!-.G:E;y became acquainted with many Portland people,an-&[&éhere the Portland Hotel staod,there was

a German school and I think the man who ran it was Dr. Menner. ,‘m.dgome of my older wem~aunts and my mother went to

because they were so afraid he'd fallen into the river and been drowned.

school there for a year or two, my were much interested in the Turn Verine((?2?), my grandfather was, and
it was on Fourth Street. 4And they met many Gerxun people through the Turn Verine(?). ?}‘snd then I ?don't know

how many years my grandfather m‘*‘they lived at = ertl*a’ ~wwa then he was transferred up to Raleigh and the section
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nouse was ,,, well, let's see would it be back? Thére used to be 2 tig trestle on the railroad and ‘-‘«",3- were on the

vadt

4 :
west end of the trestle -- the Ralkigh end,.awd @.t was called Zi2leirh thex?/ <] ghey lived tuere and my srandfather

W

had Chinese section workers, ile had 3 a crew of Chinese men who worked and I think that his section ran from there
to Reedville, <t Ay mother tells aboute2nd(T don't know s

s 2t came down, well you krow where Oleson Road is, yes, along that creek and all in through thiere, and she

a great forest firefcame gthrough,

said the Chinese protected the house from the burning embers, and they made squirt suns and would get water out of
the creek and would gquirt it on and saved the section house, Tifmmlefer—=e=== T don't know how many years they
m.iveﬂ thereM know that in '82, my Uncle Lawrence was born there, so I know they were living there in '82,
ﬁ-nd-Th‘en they moved to Beaverton which was probatly in the later '80's. And he was section Boreman here for a

long time, and I think it was proabably the same sectiorng I don't know how they happened to transfer him. ==& e
worked for don't know how many year?-ﬁv-"—&the Southern Pacific Company, &n-d[o)here e e e
Chamber of Commerce buildin@‘;‘”é’;ere was a big water tank there and they had a well, and my granéfatlxer or cne of

my uncles would WM& take one of the rifiles or a horse and go down there and they had a pump where you fastened the
horse up and he went around and around And pumped the tank full and they'd always pump it so that the water ran
over the top, so they'd have a full wtamk of water,

TANZER Tell me about their move to Deaverton.
ZLVA Well as ypar as I can rememberjy of what my mother told me, when they moved to Beaverton they located on Beaverdam
Road p srmireimimbge e i S i L0 sindona 53 Tt was probably at the end of Hall Street, -awd I have an idea

it was abo.u't where the IFlush Pippin is’ 2%‘: they didn't live there very long %;-H-LGPG of the first winters they
were here,' i:agovember?'my mother said it was a beautiful autumn day, snd so they decided they would do a lot of
washing, she and her sistexr, So they hung 211 the clotheslines full and then they didn't have enough space so

they hung the rest of the clothes on the fencesgy awd theywiidn't dry during the day, but they thought, well it's
such a lovely day, the next day it would probably be nice,, and they would all dry. That night a terrible snowstorm
came up in the night and of course, the wind and all, bZiew the clothes off the lines and the fence and everything.
<o QLe snowj dhe saidlstayed on the ground practically all winterjand early in the spring the next year,my Uncle
John went out with a long pole ané fished a lot of the clothes and things out of the beaverdam d‘ltch.ﬂ’l‘hen they
moved @ on Canyon Road just #% east of where 4 Cuy Carr's garage ise emé=i—Shdwls, T'm sure that Guy Carr has
some of that property where he parks q‘nt.s.(%egj in the parking lot on the east side ofmemmes their garage, enaTr-zgy
had a big two-story house there., ~wew whether my grandfather built that or not, Somewhere T have a photograph of

‘b;g'-b-y and that's where I think my youngest aunt, Grethhen, was born wweme in 1890. (tai:e stops abruptly)

) J S )
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ELVA ¢OS“I€# 0f the children, W.axoe—wae uretcue‘yaﬂ(_‘.wu -r(’?m*] and ITa.r*hg/we*"e all ’bo-“ in Reaverton, —smed-Uncle

EHIRLIY TANEZER: iow long did they live in the house on Canyon Road?
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lawrence, wie was born at Raleigh in the old section house up there, buwt-noew T %tryl% to think what year

-

sunt llartha was born, I could look it up in the oldfamily B: ble, =
She may have been born down on Beaverdam Road, too, I don't know. T don't know how long they lived there, but my
mother said they didn't live there very longZ?

cember 28

.|

tlgr 22

S (—r PR TS s ¢ e SRV VLSS A Ve =, My grandmother died HA1805} sd—she— that was in that house,

MW@MM@-M And my mother's oldest sister, one of the twins,
Flizabeth, died iwllowesmbes the preceding Hovember, ~swtwme—mebmesiy I can always remember that at Chrictmastime

my mother would cry because it was such a sad Christmas for thep,s==% such a sad year., Bre—4+2C
g—&n#)w old would she have been at that time?
¥y mother? 'Jell, Mama was born in '72; that would have made her 23,

How did she meet your J.auher7

Oh, well, T <Swet guess throth papea—zednz t0 school or meybe community affairs, because they were practically
neighbors, ..a.—,ee-&v-—uuq-—- down the road. You see, : > the house we built in 1912 stood

where the Zaf e@ tore now stand.,)em our o0ld family home where we were all born was built in g-&‘“&’w—‘?’
M&.@Mﬁ would have been _erf"where the parking lot is, / J93 sidl ,,74 4
3o your parents likely met somewhere in 3Beaverton?

Oh yes, through social affairs,school or something.

And when were they married?

Well, they were married in 1894, T think that was the year they were married,

How compatible were your families 7

dy
7ell, I don't know, W/M‘ grandmother -&-u-nm-se—“ewe—,-sht:::eﬁln her 40's, I think she was 45 or 46 or
something like that. And # T T ey aunt die ———pemdieesy jUst before my grandmother did.

wip= 411 the jouprer children came to my motner ‘oecause they had no one to consult aftererandma "Qled, mgmeer
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vith the lighthouses., &=<-they lived down in South Tortland close

i
He was an architect or comething that had to do
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‘here in that part of town,

-.,—JSO she was going to Lincolrn High K,c,hoo;‘)'a-r-a it v.g%*er last year and she did graduvate from ! ig, school, bet becaue
. ... Dhe a ; ) .
of my grandmother dylng, Sr—gmmewefesmem—icad to come Lore to nelp with the family. {J So che stayed there until she was

married., TI've forgotten Jjust what year Aunt Martha married, Let's see,... 7ell, it was propably =s<sesm-ilorl.

-

e

sometime after n.- b, and <=3 the younger children =—~{ there were more zirls than boys; there were two younger boys

(ol
Enilsznd I.awrence) eme—deay wOUld come to my mother for hel p.enﬁ\ %LS o..ner? taught her to sew and she was a very

good seamstress .-_'\..She made clothes for all the children ?& -

sudas—iae her own children, so they just depended on her

as if she wasfl:heir mother,

Just younger than i mother" =
he had died by that time and helped take care of the children, toog -
grandfather until after hicédestiy Ana Tl Inicle Lawrence was married to Idnc Smmipesnme Oleson, hio was one
of the pioneer&f‘amllles here, you know Oleson Road, yes, and their big old house is still tanding there, you know,

“):(r‘;fadfatber died in ,ipril, 1912, Henry Jolf., And after that, my Aunt Xate who was

she had married one of the Hawkins boys, Jill Hawkins, and she came home -- I think

[STEPH ty

' Is somebody living in it?
Well, one of the older aunts, Olive Oleson, who was a registered nurse, and never married and is 91 or 92, is now
g i . \m(zo‘\c wasin her late 0 jn
in Xirg City Nursing Home, -a-aégne of her younger sistergpdied just a few monihs ago el re—ir— —C
2orediad in the nursing home there, 2ut there are obde*' Qlesons allve -- the one they called I‘o"'ly{ I can’

ink of her last name) —=sm lives not too far from the old Oleson hLiome.

w

o the home is still in the family?
es

p«‘

s, it's still in the family and T think Clive owns it. I'm pretty sure she does, And there's another Ole=orJ
Lillian. She's one of the younger ones., Thelma, the one who died recently, was the youngeci, 3ut Iillian lives
in California., There were, let's csee, the oldest sister, Visa (?), and Olive and Lillian and Thelma|all finished
nurses training at Good Samaritan Hospital., qbdjh’ey were all RVs, but this Polly worked for Kienow's down on
Beaverton Road for a number of years as a checker, Bu‘*{}iue's retired now and T understand she's guite ill., 2er—2—
S 7

parents )
I zsked you about ismes S\ OUYL -i‘—@e&-y—*s marriage ¥ whether the olf family and the Rossi fami]D got ajong well,

jJe built el

well, they certairly did, They depended on my mother and father for an awful lot of help, &
ur big house in 19120"1‘\%&1 anyone was out of work or if anyone came out here from Kebraskk or anywhere, they'd

just move in with us until they either found work or decided to go somebhere else, ,
— ! - =
. » ;
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TanZER So you constantly Lad boarders?

o ot boarders, ju:":.Suests. (lausiiter)

TANZZR Mame the ages of seess—Cmsmia. %our immediate Tamily, btrothers -- you're the offly zirl and jou're the oldest,

TLVA: Yes, then Albert's the only other remaining one., -2ad My trotiher Frank died four years ago, and my ‘arothe%‘.aymond
died 25 years ago the 18th of January. ‘

TANZIR Tell me about your father. Jhat kind of person was ne? ‘7

ZLVA My father was a very generous person and-Ngj very agreeatle. Ie never argued nuch with people. He was a very

patriotic American and if anyone would criticize the country, he'd say, "Tell 'em to go back. Tell ‘em to go to
Jurope gor somefiiere, They'll find out how wonderful they heve it here." Ye said, "There's no country as wonderful
as the United States." and, of course, he had become a naturalized citizen and he always voted. He was very active
in smpedcampaigning for people and he was a very good friend of 3ill lare (sp?) who was attorney at Hilisboro, =imd—
Ayhen he would run f@xfthe legislature or even when his son ran, why my father wewldgime 2lvays contrlbuted to the

election fund, ww wasn't much in those days like it is now, -t=d-ffe zlways electioneered for the r“) fef people
out to vote.
TANZER g $211 me your father's name.
TLVA August Rossi. 4And my mother's name was Hattie.
TANZER wmimeitie (vour father$ef @hat was) mee=political persuasion?
TLVA Oh, he was a Republican from the day he registered - Oh, he was a STRONG &:pwcan.
TANZER 7id he talk about why he was a strong Republican?
FLVA Oh, I don't know vhy, but I think he would have disowned us if we weren't Republican., 2wi—tedle—mmm—_
TANZER Did he spend much time with his children?
TLVA el acnlimdietudt iy T thi.ﬂk‘;-ri.th the boﬁ was probably more chummy wiwlllm than he would have be€n

with me, 2Zut he was a very stirong disciplinarien; a=d it was nothing for him to turn us over his kneg and paddle us
good. #F& there was a time when we were living there on Broadway in Reaverton that he went into the chicken businesse
a-_\edb)e had a great big, long chickén house where the Safewsy parking lot is now, and the highway in the back came
“hrouch about the time, after we built the chicken hxouse. and ongthe place we had a ¥ great big barn and there
were I—tomitt-remes four or five stanchions and in the barn:ﬁ-ey had a watering r&brough and a well under the
barn and a big pump, you know, a pitcher pump, -&ﬁd_ﬁey would pump water for the horses, and in the wintertime
they didn't have to takeg them outdoors to water thenm. ...pdAzt one end, in the main part of the barn behjnd the
stanchions was where they kept the naman then there was another section to the west of that where they had a

*’ place where they kept the straw. shd it was 0 easy to get the straw and the hay into the , stanchions
for the horsese :"lﬁ{en back of where the straw storaze place was, he had @ buggy ched. 4And we had wees—de-youcall
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great for horseg, hie loved horseg, and he had gotten a hold
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regular four-wheel dbuggy and then |

of a young horse ese—i—w—wees called
TAMZER 18ke a chariotﬂind of thing with the two wheels?
£are s 1 " fass . '
TLVA Two wheeled., t was a racing or training weesss#, but anyway that's what we had in there, -—*-::@r Sundays it was quite

the thing for my father to gmme harness up the hiorses and take us out for 2 ride in the swrrey. I just often wonder

what became of it. Of course, the barn was torn down in later yearc, snd—¥en woﬁgd a big onion house,&mad——row-
"E;ase buildings were all where the Cafeway store sow stands, or was part of the highway behind it, —-u-‘r.-bena)e

had a big onion kouse that had tiers dbuilt in it &8 for ventilationsand ‘:.I;.ey would store the onions in there for

drying and in order to keep ‘bhem) "’:bause if they were stacked too high they woullmsede sireat and rot, —a=d-
Some years they did x=m very well with the onions and then again ¥em=me if there would be a big crop there wouhrdn't
[ any market. They'd just bring the wggon up to the onion house and take shovels and shovel it out and take it down

to the beaverdam and plow it in, ?j;l'about 1898, my motherpjust loved fruit s=mi—eme begged x;ny-gan-father to buy
fruit trees. So tr?r bought a lot of fruit trees that were planted all around the house where the Safeway store is,

a.ndb)e had applesg$ e had ¥ing applveAs, 6)e had Cravenstein apples.&)e had cheriges, Te had Black Repiblicans,de

had Royal Annes, 'le had g% plums and pears and then balk—efredi—F—ioull sosio qull L \about where the
Tualatin Valley Highwey is>’ back through there they had a lane where when they went to work on the farm below
they could drive the horses and the wagons and take the plows and things down. 4And they planted two rows of trees
all a}&zg down there -- oh, T don't know how many feet it was, probauly 100 feet or more, «—wi Jhere were ap Xii
and plums h.-ﬁ no cherries that I remember, Oh! e had all kinds of fruit, And T , T cuess because thef
didn't want to bother with tak#inz care of it and everything, most of those trees in the back were pulled out., BRut
+he trees around the house/fire kept\until we moved from there in 1962,

TANZER Vas ity it 19627

ILVA In 196?, I built this house and came over here) and the Safea?&oought the property there at that time,

TANZER Jasn't there another Safeway?

TLVA well, the original Safeway. They had boucht that property from us, too, == where the parking lot is.

TANZER _~ Oh, that's right. That's what I remembered,

ELVA and you see, &e+s Beaverton Grade School was on that 10&.—&5&-&:‘.‘4}' father owned some property 4A1bert would
probably know where that was,/ === on ¥s® Farmington Road and,T ‘thir}b just west of where the U,S. Bank is now,
ssa Mr, Tucker bouht it and put a lumber yard on )it. mﬁf__-:#e had bought the old school property and

had a lumber yard on it, so my father traded " 'that property for the property where the Safeway¥ parking lot

e ~nA +hatle how we happened to get thet, That's where the old school property was.
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TANZER Your father was a very cmart bucinescman,

VA Jell, T don't knou. b 45, == he chiould heve peess=i——lkept thie other property, too, Rus nou T don't To-@_.w_,_ug__z: .
eo—0sal=10Qanto FE—e—eee. 2hout 1900, e bougit it property where Cuy Jarr is and tlie corner, mes—ttmt
..ad-jz z Lad , Lrec spd-—heeushi that frem o pon By tha-poma of uell 34 may -
Somo 2=l cuite a blt of property from where the coffee place is ‘
back over to the outdoor theater, &e——mell, the outdoor theater wes part of our property, too, swd—aresa iLo. -

Vﬂ!‘o‘ﬁl gome place ig ot tist—te, T think ~- I've forgotten who owned that, I think
Reis 5—( they built a lovely home o there in about 1912 or 1914 or some¥hwhere in thet time pepiod., It was W
after our house was buili, which was in 1912,

TARNZER Tell me about your mother, b)nat kind of person é‘ny? wa:},

ELVas ‘Jell, she was a very kind, generous person and she was a very hard worker.sad As I said before, I don't krnow what

her brothers and sisters would have done wlthout her afier her motner dled. .nd che wa® a very fine seamstrecs, aé—

She had learned to sew when she was guite young. She said she used to

0

tand uvp at the sewirg machine, because che

o

was . s0 he
couldn't sss—aown smallAcouldn't reach the pedal, SCeeeqr
BNZZR Did she everg work out of the home? v
. ' . . . )
TLVA: Not after she was married, noé. But when she was a girl, she and my Aunt Tlizabeth (one of the tz»rlns..i‘-e%ied)’f

in ¥@® 1895) /4ey used to go out and work for the farmers around here on the beaverdam and weed onions and things

1like that

vild vg
TANZER Oh, was that for 10¢ an houx? -
STLVA Yes, something like that. Oh, she went out and did housswork and che worked for the Deacon family in Tortland, YOI
she didn't work‘ﬁr the Deacon's. My Aunt Elizabeth worled for the Deadons, She was an upstairs meld and T was »
“ned for cne of the Deacon girls, There were two ef—mes s=e davgchters, I think one of them was arvella and
the other was FTlva, and my aunt said - they should name me for one of them.*’ s=dMlt ’Jhri:tmastime/’;;ey
. & ‘

would pool m money whey—madsand go into Portland é&_ get Christmas gi»f'ts for the family. Usually it sas something
useful like clothing, . Qne Christmas ,Se—e=nx my mother m#ts about 15, she and her sister Ilizabeth ked—s=ere into »
Portland and Sofe quite 2 bit of shopping, emelfiien they got ready to go home, they only had enough money to buy

one ticket on the train, so my mother sa:'\_d.,‘l ell,‘l she said, "Lizzy, you go lbne with the things and take them down."/’
And I'11 go up to Mrs. I'Iaznlers.'M) =& Mr, Janner was a barber in Portland on 4th Street.eeé:i;;y had come from
Zaltimore, And T think that Mr. Menner;who had the Cerman School where the Iortland Hotel later stoodg was Mrs. »
Tanner's f a‘bhen’ -=< phey lived up on what they called "2" Street, which was Burnside. And whenever my mother and

ey
angg of them would come into Portland, Mrs. '.b)m. , weudkd always azl&{them to stay overnight. She J was very good »

A e - - < T X, S ) - TR (THMIIMYT WidaNv ] eevs - =~



Y

o & O

¢

N

My rIn
D R e

ZVa

TANZTR

YT pATig |

ILVA

T ANTZTD
-4

PR

VA

m AN

P R R RN

ZLVa

TANZER
ILVA

» b 3

1o ther‘.,So ny motizer said, "T'11 -o up Lo Mre, anter's and wuen lourerce nonec ir) he used Lo drive ir wiih the
norses or the mulec -h"':_:—"-.-‘.f"ll cet 2 ride home with Lin."se Cut cue was soing to miss Christmas at home., To
they were sitting there in the waiting room, T think it was on Sewisl “iredt -'-"‘-n("s where the train ran, . s=d—

he station at thet time was at Lth o Tamhill, I'm not sure, .nd she said == they were sitting there tearfully

nsolinc each other, and they s:*da piece of cardtoard on the floor there in front of them, amd=—

vills

- — e Jas

hey picked it up an? '1 was a ticket to I;eeverton!

On, my coodness! TIsn't that comething?

mother s2i1d it was one of the happiest Christmases she evelffspent. And when we were
nducto‘r camem-g..__ﬂ!:’, there was 2 jyoung man who couldn't find his ticket., Zut we never
told them that we had found theticket on the floor (1aughb®. ile had to pay.

That's a wonderful stor:.;g,, So what kind of schooling did your nother nave? |
I don't know whether sne finisned the 8th

ell, she had gone to grade school, but she'd never gone beyond that.,
grade or not?

That abput your dad?

XY, Me went to sdtool about four years after he came here, He was about 16, and Le always enjoyed reading the
papers and he could write fairly well, He was quite an intellicent man, Se—st—lell, My father, T think T told you,
died in§® 1927, March 24th, and hLe was 56 years old,

after he died, was your mother able to manaze the business?

Jell, atﬂi&;t time my father s—sxmmmie ded,'?s?as buildins the buildhs in downtown Zeaverton across on the corner
exmas—aa that streetmere the pharmmacy is'=- across the street from theeaverton pharmacy, on that cornery asd
et} -

The Resale Shop.
Yes, in there, and =t==E=%®x the fabric, and my mother had quite a struggle in getting it completed.

borrow money from the bank to help pay for it, bescause it was during th{:}epression and everythking was in a very

She Lad to

bad conditiorn, And & she had quite a few problems trying to rent thef:tores. There were thrg_.: e store bulldings i
—
there, One was Mr, T .;,'ng's;:.ad he had a Confectionary and paol ‘uall there., «=nd-ihes the olher dma—midiinsiagy LHO

ce
stores,sby vere rented by different tenants., !Maybe .ilbert told you about them, et Enally e . we had

such a big house and the school teachers were having such a time, especially high school teachers, finding a place
to boarl and room, #¢ my mother decided some of us would sort of pile up together,:.:.dShe had a sewing room down-
stairs and che fixed that up for a bedroom for mv brother Rzymond, and then most of the bedrooms upstzirs we rented

nt th school teaclierc es-dlaian, Wt that tire the 2eaverton School Roard required that its {eachers had

o
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to be living in Zeavertbn. .'.ad—t;-.m-x-After they' did away with that ruling, whetiher/ we|lrented ‘ che rooms to
different men who worked at the Cafemay or some of the businesses in Zeaverton.

and did your mother do all the coolzing...?

Yo. GShe wouldg only furnish then brealkfast and then there were restauranis in downtowa :eaverton.a*-‘.;—‘.;ésekﬂfy
brother aslbert had a restaurant at that time wiArthe Jrayhound bus station was across the street from the pharmacy
-- in thre, Zo that's the way she managed.

who was living at home at that time?

Well, Raymond and I were the only two. And Frank had been married. I've forgotten what year he married. He was

o= 9

TaP= I
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wm——

-

in the Tirs{lorld ar., 7Didn't my brother tell you that? And he was one of the youngest men in niz outfit and he
wWas stationed aSdmm—tiemmmm— “radleiremmeme—af—tlaady ur at Astoria¥,
0511 tratls not V;Ii“.thv;, 17 0 15 - e M




