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INTEaVn::·J :HTH: ~'lva Rossi at her holllc. .:.n Beaverton Oregon. October 26, 1982 
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TAPS #1, SIDS # 1 

Niss Rossi, where did your family come from? 

~ell, my father h,..c,~vl~ Rossi, came from Italy • ~ ~y came from Tuscany, vrhich is where Florence is, 

you kno..r. ~ 1he~· didn't live in Florence, but they lived out in the countrJ • .lloR4 ~· grandfather 

Rossi came to this country in th~arly 1870's because my father was~ born in 1870, the 13th of March, 

And my father was just a small bJby and he left Italy to come here because conditions were, you know, bad 

in that countrJ and he was gone about ten years before he could send enol~h money to bring my grandmother 

and thJtwo children. They had a daughter Rosalina, who was older than my father, and my fathe:_,Hhose 

name wa~ August ::tossi. l'tl'!.ci isi1e" .get L.Lu :few 'iozk :il t882r My grandmother and her two children couldn't 

speak a word of English and hmr they got here on the train, I don't know. ~they came directly here to 

Beaverton. 
your g~aodfather 

How had - 1 come to Beaverton? 

Well, he had come to Oregon in 1870, and he had first gone to San Francisco where he had a brother and 

he didn't like it there. Things didn't work out. Then he went to Tacoma where he had anotl~r brother 

who was io:A ... id2 t.ii'li9It ~ii::ilil e-'4 truck farming, and that didn • t 1-1ork out ve~ well. So he had another 

b th h i ' h• ,..l J ~ f I T • ' • • ' ' .. -"i - hi • t I I d df t~ ~~•FI/J /tY~ . 
ro • er W 0 HaS W l:.h ~:n !iiRw 2G •• C ? • •• J .\ uO vo vl..L- ~:l:::.•::tO was S namea-,Ot.. .:..:2• :ane an my gran a .1er 

came to Beaverton in the ea~ly 1870's • .- I think the abstract .~- , , _ • my brother Albert Jlei!LH. i!!n.!! M!! has 

-6(:td he show it to you at all?' ~.n, i~ shows the years that the t:perty was bought, You know how 

the old abstracts were. They had so much historical records on them. . _ ~e paid H ,000 an acre for 

p~operty where the- outdoor theater stands and some of the other property , i£L because he owned the 

property which is riGht behind, th,e Valley He..rspa:per, dmm ~here on C:any.jn Road -- that's the coffee 

place noH. l~nd it went over to~~h~·~-;· the outdoor theatefs. ~ f{ost of that ~•as ~in truck garden 

and onions. They had a ~arge planting of onior.s and they used to se:1d onions to ")enver and San ? ::-ancisco 

but I have seen yea1.·s when they couldn't se.ll the onions and they would just drive the wagons up to the 

onion house and shovel the onions i..nto tl wagons and tak~ ther.~ down a!1d dttnq?? them. , ( 
·-
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;, nd then they bought the praperty where the SafeHo.y store sta.:Jd!'.' .• e. .::1d part of t:t.e. t pe>.r!d.nc lot vm~. home 

property. NM1hat property went back to Hhat is nmr 3roadwa~ back across the Tualatin Valley liighway clear 

down to ~- ~l'llit .....(across from Hhere Plush Pippin ist that old property coes dowr: bela~~ there, down to Hhat 

they call the ditch. ~the ditches were boundary lines along the property. ?'' r' ~f:Jgy' I .:~r't kl:lo,. _ 

~·lasn't ~1,000 an acre a considerable amount? 

Has truck.,_ garden beaverdam and it had a rronderfu1 market in Portland. 

that borders on Broadway and the Safeway property, vrhether that house was 

standing on there or~ no~ it vras a regular l~le old farm, bjr4 oi long farmhouse, and it had an 

upstairs sl"li Ji.+ ·Fiu divided ftin tHo bedrooms. w.A>Ei then there was a bedroom downstai.rs iiP and a q_ui te large 

kitchen and a pantry,~-r:hey~ a big dining room table in the kitchen, and that was :where they spent 

most of t~ir time. But they di~ have a parlor or living room in the front part of the house and I don't 

remember whether Grandma had a table in there or not. ~J "n;;m,.;:,· "the.> La~ ar. olJ.-!J.s~ .. lbneu. low,6 hr0 ('?) aJaJ.//-

Now that vras your Grandfather and Grandmother ?.ossi? 

Yes. I'm talking about the Ross~'s now, my grandparents. And my grandfather's name was -- they called 

him Joe. His name vras s:~::f:~(~p'?) vrhich in Italian is Joseph, and it's G-u-s-e-~-i-o, I think • 

~ f4r (!JOISwzbiell:llfll. • grandmother's iiii?III'-.UN name Has ...._Teresa; ._:!.her father died v.rhen she was q_uite 

small and a ~- · Jewish family iu: ( 1@Sh8:i'1'1?) took her• ~ Sile Has g A 0 sort of a maid, but they 

treated her ju"'t like family and tnP.y used to take her to operas and all sorts of things, 3-::tt ..,J;j?ro:;· , Je+'s 

31116 LBl . , T ~~y father and my crandmother and his sister Rosalinatcame 6:,n 188,?J"'tc> Beaverto~ 4from 

New York, because he said and I thin.l<: I'm correct, bedause that's the year the Erooklyn Bridge rras 

_.,opened, I think. ~then~ they moved to Beaverton~here the Safeway parking lot is ~re the 

Beaverton School ttoo~, I think it was ~1ere because as far back as I can remember it was.~~ father 

went to school for about four years until he was about 16. And then he q_uit ~chool to help his father 

on the farm because at that time my grandfather had, and his brother, were not getting along very well and 

both of them had their wives living there in the small house and the two women didn't get along very well. 

So my grandfather and my father arranged to buy his share and then the brother went up to LaCenter, ~ashin~ 

ton, and bought an acreaGe up there and started his own little farm. Let's see, his wiVe's name was Maria. 

·,:ell, L~1cn 1 let ... e ~- E'!e. But that ~ wa~ the beGinning and~ our family has been in B~averton over 
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1- . ro . ooO tl ••. :C: other s i de o~ the Oau.i:.;~s t he _:-roli s i <le0~~ uand£ather '':~lf an~ my"'t ,;r andmother 

came from ::;ssenhein(sp?) in Germany Hhlcb 1.s not 1ar from .ie l nsk (? ;. ~A\Y ~l!!! ... ~ ... l::S.crfK-Zf;randfather's 

m:.me was Henry ;Tolf. He Has 19 when he came to t his country and he had a brother,. and I t h ink an u..'1cle 

that lived in rennsyl vania i n . . Brie C ountJ-~ ~ He settled tbere first and that's 

where he and t grandmother were mnrried. ~ ~n they moved from there./J.e and his older brother Jake 

were very clo..oe and they made a lot of moves toP"ether. ~-rh"ey moved from there _3•Tll: .. ~tic -~' .... ~+ 
+ ~1€;" Ift!!¥!!!6: ieee Lo 711 • ... ~ • ~ , i::ix •. J r..P·ro& ~ ~issocriJ ~ lhey bought property in t·1issouri, ~I don 9 t know 

• 
• .. 
• 

just where it was. I've never known. :But it was wonderful peach country and they were going to have lovely • 

peaches and all but they soon discovered that thoever sold them the property didn't own it. It -.ras rail-

road land and they lost that .'[f~So then another u..!'J.cle or cousin was i n ,;r;., L~L .C :2finham, Illinois, and they 

went ther~~ I just don't know what my Gr~'1~ther did, but they lived there several years, because my oldest 

U..'1cle, Henry, was born ther~ and alsc;, the second children "'l:w ·· _n{a set of tHin~ John and Slizabeth, rrere born 

in Illinois. .A-l".d bl.en from there the tvro brothers decided they'd homestead in r;ebradka. So they · settled on the • 
Republican River in a place which is now called Alma.~We have many cousins and relatives all through Hebraska, • 

who ~ des;;?endants of all the brothers that he had. •· J<JW: ~hen ?..'But: fit got so bad -- the grasshoppers would just 

destroy the crops and that must have been about-- Qh_,let' s seef., my .. brother Has born in 1872, and it mus!-t_have .u . ._ 

been about that time, and they live,d~ ~ uo.M LJ c"ll bh .. l.»c:-::· 'e.~•bh. y ue.o sod houses~~;"'~~~ 
grandfather~~ great hunteJ;.,p ~ a Honderful marksman~~ used to take hunting parties out from • 

--IM-
Sngland and ~urope and co up bE£ r= toward Hyomi:1g and .do that buffalo hunting kd1 '1 ti.~ old prairie vras just fall of . 
buffalo at that time. But the grasshoppers just pra ctically ate eve:rything they planted and my mother said that a 
if they'd hang clothes on the line, the grasshoppers rrould eat them. 

'{f So then he vrent into ~·Tyoming and I think he -.rorked on the Union Pacific railroad r:hen they were building it. » 
~flew he got to Oregon, I don't kno-.r. T tr b? It has been said that ~e -.ralked from ~·Tyoming to Oregon, but 

,._I never heard that for sure and I never did ask my mother. But he came to Oregon and he went to ;[oodburn and )f 

worked for Sam Brow~Hhc i.~B a very well known pioneer, you knm·l,in that part of the country. /.AP:M~ • l ~ - • 
· q tv L . . ±L g fMe sold their homestead to my Uncle Jake (his brother J ake) for the railroad 

fare for my grandmother and six children. ~~ ~t that time t?ere was nQ railroad into Oregon. The Union 
. . -• ~ . _,,:~J-MM.CtSc.t>j . . J. -r.-

Pac~fic vras not completed_ ~o they .lJf/JIIII!f' went from Hebraski!; my crandlriot.her H~ th six 1~ tt1e ~ldre~ .. ~ Jhe 

oldest one vras Uncle Henry and I think he vras ~':::)i.J.iff'f. Hy mother Has 6. J:i · z · -·-!S - ··· -- - _0. Eufshe got 

on the tzain with these six little children and a baby about three months old, I think it was. ~l~e relatives jt 

Jtback there had b~d all kinds of bread and they )f had bread in flour sacks and food that they tookjtith them to 

eat on the train. .And my mother said that rrhen t:ue train rrould stoQ.!'b~ t §Jill E a u*soo '"A" r. ~. ;·4 my • 
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., ~ d t - · - FO", cl !\ 1 n -ot of.&' the t .,..ain and walk. around.~ Somet !"ts the Indians Ur..cle Henry Has very a ven ureso.me) a .. a :.s • Li..L ~o c,~ .i. -

d t .., uld · t'h , o"f of .,_,read. ::;ut my mo·.ther sc.id the yoU!'l.p;er Hould co:ne and get on the train and my gran mo .. er HO 131 ve .. em a ~ c. ... • _ 

children Here so afraid the t~ain would go away and leil'iVe Uncle r:enry because they Here always · so afra~d he wouldn't 

get on the train in time. Jt ~en she got to .3an Francisc"-. she got pas:::.age on the Great ;· Republic to Portland~ 
3 ~--- - -"' It was -. very reasonable to go j yt Has just ~ .5. 00 for grandmother and I don't ~?ow how much for the 

cmildren -- the passage to Portland. Ard;.. they came up on the Great ]epublic. It Has an amazing trip that it made 

and they got into Portland I think June 19, 1888• --.;.ty mother said it was just nice <:!.nd the dqck.s Here just loaded 

with people to welcome the Great Republic and she said, Oh, they vrere so frightened because the people Here cheering 
I, 

and everything. 3ut my grandi'ather rras there to meet them and I think they stayed at a hotel or---~--...-

7 •• rooming house in Portland and then he took them to iloodburn the next day. Probably they Hent on the boat, 

I imagine. 4-' 
.June 19, 18?8. Just fascinating! i1ell, it's fascinating to think your family has been here over a hundred years. 

Norr the ~1erle Davies family was the oldest. She rras the oldest person living in .. ~ Beavert6n. ~ old was she? 

Ninety years old, exactly. She was 90 years old the 6th of December and she died on the 6th of ~anuary~ 

Had she been sick for a long time? 

~~e~~·t~enw~l, n~~~~~~t~~~h~Q~h~a~d~1 jj~y~e~~~-~.2~.e~ •• ~0~~~l~M~o~S~L~a~~~L~orlL~li~crlL~i~r. r~e~x~~~~~e~M~·~s~i~.-~l~s~t~·~~~e~e~e~1~0~k~· 1~lr~l~g~~~--
/ 

P 3 Before Grandma ~volf and the family came to my grandfather had built a cabin for them to live in. And / 

Mr. Sarr. :Srorm, who ••llill-..a••-••lii•MiiliMiliiiilill..::!=== Has one of the early pioneers& 

told him he could build on the property there, 

]as Sam Brorm the one for whom Brownsville Has named? 

I don't know about that. ~·There is Brormsville? Is it .Aii11!:J 18 near :'loodcmm? 

Yes . 

Hell, it probably is. 

Absolutely. The fact that one of the first woolen mills was at Drormsville vras just ••... 

:s:LV.A :lell, I don't know too much about 3am :arown but he is a very' well known Oregon rioneer. The Oregon :Iistorical Sociej 

TANZER 

SLVA 

ti&@ 2u1P _.u 5 e1 TdJ!Iiicru"" , pr~lrltas mer~ /A lor,rr~f,,-~. 
I have so~rmation on 3am Brown and I'm almost certain he's the one for whom Brormsville was named. 

:·!ell •• my grandfather built this cabin, he d.id not put a floor in the cabin, because in Nebraska, it 

hard and everything that they just put buffalo skins~ and lined the sod 

was so 

house 

put a floor in, and 3am Brown said, W. "Mr. 'Jolf, you'll all be sick, It's so wet in 

~regon that you'll all be sick if you don't have ~floor. You've got to keep d.ry." Hell, my grandf~er was a very 

stubborn old German and , the ~lolf r amily uas re""-:Lly famous "t5r being stubborn• -...il6 .falvrays said a. pair of mules 
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.. should !"lc:ve been on the f amily coat of arra;} W 3ut, well, he brougr~) t he.n and the firafhi_nr. ,that happened 

t hat Hinter -- my crand:father e:ot ty·phoid :;:m0~onia and nearly died. "·.nd here he :-~as, c. c;reat big husky man over 

6' tall; and after that his health '-!h~e~•~m~:::;:,_;J~· u:s~t~l~u:· c:k~y~· ~t~o~s~w;:;"'":· VJ~:~v~e~_.::~:t=:--:-::L~::;.e;:·: .. ::~-~~- ~~i~ .. ~~-:.:::·~.,l~· Has 11rever very goo He 

Has never able to do re<1l heaV'J vrork or anythlnt; like that again. l.nd the bab~ Hho uasn 't even a year old the~ died 
• of pneumonia, too. 'ezi r '· ann .._ &"s-' 1 Dolly Cora Has her name, and she is buried in what's fhat famou~ remeter;y'? 

3ell pack Cemetery -- in 'Joodburn, or French Prairie. ~ 5£ •. .,- Eut that's where she is burieU..-2!'1"!~ -'ei-:Hr_ don't 

know just when my grandfather left ;·Toodburn but He{ ·wr*"r he Hent do-vm to the Columbia River ud :: t:.:.. .. L :..L , __ .., 

w~t"?'Ytit '"' " "" ~ 1 ~wo-'- -•-:uvl! 6: • . " 1b ~ther :athlamet or l~alama --aren't those tno to-vrns on the Columbia? Hell, he went 

to work in the sawmill, and MY grandmother took sick and they !It took her and put her in the hospital at Vancouver 

~was L - ± a a patient for a whole year. .'l"!!:~y oldest :2 r' a'Llr.t vras about 12 years old,. She 1-ras one of 

the twins, ...... t Elizabeth, or r.fzzy as they called her, and she tried to keep house • .pal£' -'-i· & ;-Jell, I think my 

grandmother, if I rmmember correctly, had had another child. She had 12 children; they Here about 2 years apart • 

.L.i! ~r fhey uere at Woodburn) __Mid my §I'andmothe.:.: had taken sick and there -vms a family ~I ca~'t remember their 

name noy down there that.ook the baby. They had a crippled son and he enjoyed having the baby so much. But then 

>-rhen they came up to 'dashir.gton, up to Cathlamet, I think it vras, why Grandpa put my grand.Jlother in the Sisters' 

hospital at Vancouver, ~I suppose that vras St . Joseph's•..;L -H;~t\Ko~~ut an;yv;ay, lizzy as they called he~kept 
house for Grandpa, -a I<s' ito is.flu}·~ ~y lived~ across the river from where the sawmill was that Grandpa worked 

in)and every mornin..g and every night he would go across the river.~ /:le'd vralk on the J.ogs on the log~ rafts. 

:@ol finally I think they ~the~ ba.byJ. Li-.aw· :ntl bKhor ' ·or- Aunt MinnieJ.t-;ith them to cathlamet, .But it was 

just too much work for r.ty aunt. She tried to keep house and cook and }~amma said they had a @reat big old chest oiR 

oak chest and she used that for a table, and she'd roll her biscuits out on that. And then if Grandpa didn't come 

home in the vrintertime, it -vmu1d be dark he vrou1dn't come home, Hhen he'd ~~-home all the children Here crying 

because they uere so afraid he'd fallen into the river and been drm-med. ': .. I don't know just when he1ililt. decided 

to come to Portland, but he came --~~~ ::-clL.'-L~ qg:vg? Harked for thfSouthern Pacific Railroad as section foreman .. 

~~ first section house uas a t ~ 3ertha Station,~ 1hey had a great big Hater tank there and there was a -
huge 7q "Irs: spring there) -~" :.b'., right .;,l! . ~~ under Hhere tha t overpass is Hhere the highway is. ~I don't know 

how many years he worked there, but~~§ t. . i ; my mother and her sisters used to walk into Portland on the 

railroad tracks. ...,...,-r;y became acquainted with many Portland people, ~tJrhere the Portland Hotel staod_, there was 

a German school and I thi!1.k the man nho ran it rras Dr. }~enner, ~Some of my older ~aunts and my mother went to 

school there for a year or two. ~~y were much interested in the Turn Verine((???), my grandfather was, and 

) it was on ?ourth Str~et. L~nd theL met ~an~ Gery peop6e through the Turn Verine(?) .fhnd the~ I -_don't knorr 

now many years my c;randfather ~~~they lJ.. ved at bertha ~ then he was transferred up to Rale~gh a·td the section 
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no use ·.ms • • • Hell , let's see Hould it be back? :'nere lll::;ed 'to be a.. tie tres,tle on the railroad and tli~y Here on the 
(, "'.I ~ . Hest end of the t:restle -- the 2al!Heh end~ ~-t was cc:lled :::aleirh the//~ t-hey lived the~e and my r:r andfather 

had Chinese sec]n workers. iie had .. a crerr of C:hines e men who worked and I think that his !~s ection ran f:rom there 

to Reedville. · · · t mother tells abou~ don't know -~r- ;y·ear)5 j- ··-:-.r 1 b: __ L a e:; reat fares( fire~e Jthrough. 

~ Tt came dovrn, ;;ell you 1moH Hhere Oleson ::load is, yes, alone th2t c.r·eek and alJ. i n through ;there, and she 

said the :::hinese :protected the house from the burning embers, and they made sg_uirt [;uns and >r~uld get water out of 

t \. k d uld • rt • t d d t' "' • h '11/6 '""\_:'Jy 111 -._ d It V . .Lle cree an HO qg_m. J.. on an save ne sec~.1.on ouse. ..,_ ---- ZiiZu, I on .• norr h~w many years they 

~ivea there.W knovr that in '82, my Uncle Lawrence Has born there, so I know they Here livinJ there in '82. 

~~n they moved to Beaverton vrhich 1-ms probably in the later '80's. "\nd he Has section fior~l!'.an here for a 

long time, and , I think it was :proabably the same sectiorw .I don't know how they happened to transfer him. ~~ 
vrorked for ~ don't knovr hovr many yea.r-J....-~ the Southern Pacific Company. ~tJhere "'liisfs ''7? "' > 'w~ the 

Chamber of Commerce buildinc~ere v;as a big Hater tank there and they had a vrell, and my eran~ather or one of 

my uncles Hould ..... take one of th., ~\ties or a horse and go dovm there and they had a pump where you fastened the 

horse up and he went around and around /nd :pumped the tank full and they'd ahrays pump it so that the water ran 

over the top, so they'd have a full tan.'!{ o= rrater. 

Tell me about their move to Deaverton. 

i{ell as 1t;ar as I can remember.f of Hhat my mother told me, when they moved to ~eaverton they located on :B eaverdam 

Road.,.-~. . & · '. &.1!1 .c'"'-P~.--V,- -r :Pl.oar - ,. I eor. 1J:.."l!il:@rt--!J111 Jt vias probably at the eno. of !-Iall Street. ~I have an idea 

it Has about -.rhere the Plush Pippin isJ Wthey didn't live there ve!:y lonr; .'/t~:-(}me of the first winters they 

Here here,it:~ovemberif.t mother said it vras a beautiful autumn ·day, snd so they decided they Hould do a lot of 

wc:shint;, she and her siste:r., So they hung all the clotheslines full and then they didn't h2ve enough space so 

they hung the rest of the clothes on the fencef' • -., .. =tfheyvdidn' t dry durir.g the day, but they thought, rrell it's 

such a lovely day, the next day it would probably be nice, and they vmuld all dry. That night a terrible snowstorm -came up in the night and of course, the •rind and all, bQew the clothes off the lines and the fence and everything ... 

oiii/Olbe sno'"rl"[She said\stayed on the ground :practicaJ.ly ';;11 winterjand early in the spring the next yea1)my Uncle 

John rrent out with a long :pole a1-d fished a lot of the clothes and thi.ngs out of the be a verd.am ditch. ffrhen they 

moved f111t on Canyon .rtoad just .. east of vrhere._.. Guy Carr's garaee is. z.!'l!! I til:i»>t, I'm sure that Guy Carr has 

some of that property Hhere he :parks qis - cars in the paiking lot on the east side of..eil!!!!!l their garage.~ lhey 
r~t~~ s 

had a big tvro-story house there. ~ Hhether my grandfather built that or not. omewhere I have a :photograph of 

-\;i~re; and that's where I thir_l{ my youngest aunt, Grethhen, was born ~ in 1890- (tape s tops abruptly) 

) _J .J 
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COETETUATIOH 0:!" IN:':!3VI~·l n'!':! !-ITSS ~VA ROSSI, beaver7.on Oral History Project. I 

INTERF"f i ~-T~ : ~~·-·· ·~~~~-~~~:-~:~~~-.:.:.~ . " ·· ---··~-~~~~-------~--~--·-·--------·~---------------~ 
v ~ 

t 

~V.\ P.OS::Ictf. Of the children, ~J:- e-o Wt6 Cretcher~d"'~t'J ~ :<Jni1 ar.d I!artha/1-mre all born in Beave:::ton. ~Uncle 
rm · t 
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r .awrence~ rras born at RaleiGh in the old section house up there41 l.Jy-i acm I ' ~trying to thir.k rrhat year 

.A unt r:artha was born. I could look it up in the old.family Jible. ::?ut that 1.otllcl be :p.,..ob•'t,~· aho•rt "ih9 -iil:P~~ I 1 

She may have been born dm·m on Beaverdam Road, too, I don't know . I don't know how long they lived there, but my 

mother said t hey didn't live there very long~ 

:';,r:zm: :-row long did they live in the house on ::::anyon Joad? .Dec.efY\bt.r 2.8 
:-:"ell; +\-. a:· ~-~·wl: isix~~e, dJ bl"-•-'d..?"'Lue!. :lied oh,_rv grandmother died l.R-A189-7 aFziOl :sho that vras in that house. 

.\,:;o~ sfie El.i9Q. i.a :::·ooo!l'lber, I t'bi,:;ok :So-; -wa-e-Beee:mber ?g, 18?51 tfnd my mother ' s oldest sister, one of the tvTins, 1t 
Elizabeth, died M: ¢';~"or:13ra:F the preceding November. r.:Acl •.,· .. 9ti v .. k, I can al1:ays remember t r.at at ::::hri::::tmnstime 

cry because it was such a sad Christmas for the~p,~ such a sad year. ~he 1895•' 

1 

1 

I 

J 

old would she have been at that time? J 

!'';y mother? ~1ell , r·1ama vras born in '72; that would have macle her 23 . 

iloH did she meet your father? J 
Oh, ·rTell, I~ guess through R'!-!'.t;)':e geil'lJ to school or ~ corrununity affairs, because they ~•ere practically 

ju.st 
neighbors , "'Q.L tee far &He:;· clown the road, You see, ?Ue h!?l-J.PJ? stss.,[. Hi:~mw. the house we built in 1912 stood J 

where the 3af~ store no"H standsj~ our old family home l-rhere we Here all born Has built in-/~~ :""r ·~?J."": 
k t?ii ~amoJ.l;;li rg liTre .LJ.wiiilt iil'A~ Tt would have been .....e:1""vrhere the parking lot is. J 
So your parents li..l{ely met somewhere in 3eaverton? 

Oh yes, through social affairs ,school or s omething . 

.;\nd when vrere they marrie.d? 

~vell , they Here married in 1894. I think that was the year they Here married • 

HoH compatible vrere your families? d · 
:·Jell , I don't know. I?ee . . l'!AJ efAr grandmother -d/iflg Be ;:,·e'l:mGJ sliWas in her 40's. I think she was 45 or 46 or .1 

somethinc; like that. And i;he sr e'i!L""~:e ~:.ilLc±. =,- c..EL ~ ... my aunt d1ed.- :he li..i!. just before my granihnother did • 

.. ... ;~ tll t he ym.Jt..z-er children came to my mother .).oecause they had no one to consult after Grandma .)died. Js •• l 
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11-~e of ~he oldest Ql).lr.ts , ,\ cmt !!arth2 , uas go~!' to bic;h ocn-oJ. i n ?ortlo~;r-o Soe Hss Hor kl".g f o' board and 

:'i -'.:.L a :2-.r.:iJ.y by the :1a:ne of "! .. · -~ .. (L . t ei!-:c. ~ •-ro11 o" o .. t: · .LC. ~e ljom H5.S a.r. c:r:::hitect or some:.hi.:'l; that bad to do 

' ·T ~ +. 1., the 11· :::h+l·,on,.-. e~ , ~. ·--c; ey 11· ved d · "" ... h ~ 'l .::~ 1 -'- 'P "'t .... · ... h t -'- +' ... r .J..-!• ~ ~•· - - - ----~.. OHn ln :J OU;. l 'Or'C_2.n\.L C_OSe vO ~nncrO.i. Or SO!nev~uere lZ:. v . a :parv 0 ... v0W!1. 

~.So she Has going to !. incolr.. ::ich School)~ it vra~her last yea r and s he did c;rc..dtwte f.rom hich s chool, bet becaue 

of my grandmother dying, :v .::;.L .. :'-" :: ~i~~ had to come bdr.-e to help with the family.~ So she stayeC. .t here until she vras 

married, I've f 0ptten just vrhat year ;;unt Hartha married, Let's see,.,. 'Jell, it <.ras pro@ably .....::-be.. !.?GS 

sometime after t!.ea\>1, and ~ the yo'l.Ulger children ~ti:lere were more cirls than boys; there Here .tvro younger boys 

Emil.«and I ,arrrence\ -... d bi:.P~· HouJ.d come to my mother for: help.~ Uer motne.itfaught her to sevr ar.d she was a very J Q..l~CU . . 
good sea:nstress.~ She made clothes for all the children c;:e~:- :co :: _ ... her ovm children, s o they just depended on her 

as if she vras~heir mother.,~·.;y rrra!1,dfather died in ~·.pril, 1912, :i1enry ·,:olf.. .And after that, my .Aunt i~ate rrho was 
; . ~~e'W.\. 

just younger than nJmother~ ""·"'she had married one of the Iiawkins boys, .Jill HaHi:ins, and she came home -- I think 

he had d.ied by that tim~ a'P. l . _..,.c " ""'L heffiliO>- a.11.d helped ta."tce care of the children , tooi a.P.d helle he~:-:e £e..? !"," 

gr~rclfa+ h"' r until after b ~.,. e!:eatirr And ~ Li." .Jt 'Uncle Lmrrence ''as ma=ried to :!:dna ~};z; n,L dnr.. Oleson, rrho rras one 
I 

of the pioneerfamilies here, you know Oleson Road, yes, and their big old house is still ~tanding there, you know • 

., Is somebody living in it? 

\olell, one of the older aunts, Olive Oleson, rrho vras a registe~eg. nurse, and never ptarried and is 91 or 92, is now 
/l . r~.J~~o wo..s ·~ ~~r ((t"\"C '10~) ,.,..., 

in King City Nursing Home• ...aM.estne of her young er s~ster!)l\ ..... 1ed JtlSt a ... ew months a.c o..--=-· ···1 .. _ , .. Lc .. ~ ... _ .. i:.~ 1 ""* 0 

7°'"' .:lj£d in the nursinc; home there, ~ut t here are oJ;her Oles or.s alive -- the one they called Po11y l I can't 

t hiP.k of her last nam~ ~ lives not t oo far from the old Oleson home , 

So the ~orne is still in the family? 

Yes, it's still in the family and T thirL'k Olive orms it, I ' !'1 pretty sure she does. f.nd there's another Olesor~ 

Lillian, She's one of the younger ones. Thelma, the one Hho died recently, rras the younges t., }ut Lillian lives 

in California. There rrere, let's see, the oldest sister, Visa(?), and Olive and Lillian and Thelmaj~l finished 

nurses training at Good Samaritan Hospital • . ~y Here all RFs, but this Polly vrorked for Kienm;'s dmm on 

:3eaverton Tioad for a number of years as a checker. ~1e 's retired norr and I understand she's q_uite ill. ~L I?­

~-

I 1 d b ... · · ~ ·iii • +.w"~tf · ArtJ, h th +h .. 1"' f" "1 d th !) "'"' • +'a i~ g ot " 1 ong '·rell as.{e you a ou~, AI.L.-CC: ±.4.3.- your !'f:.r.o:~:ry s marr1age _. w .e .er " e .. o .J.. . ""'m1. y an .e .;-,o~ .... l ... m · ..... • • 

·.-~ell, they certainly d~ They depended on my mother and father for an awful lot of help.~~ · e built •• 

our big house in 1912l""i'fhen anyone l{as out of work or if anyone came out here from 1~ ebraskk or anyvrhere, they'd 

just move in with us ur.til t hey either found rrork or decided to go s omewhere else. -,I 
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So ;:.;ot: co.:1star:tly had bo:>.rders? 

__ .sot co::rders 1 ,:i~st jU'=!~-l:.s: ( l 21...!Cl.;.ter) 

TTa!T'.e the a.ces OI ; . . . . . 2~ 6':o1.1:r i r...ratC:.1.ate .:anilj· , crothers -- yo'.l're the o~ly ,sirl and ~-ou're 
::es , then .Albert' s t he or..ly ot~er rema i11inc one. ~d ~- brotl1er 7L·ank died four years at;o, and my 

died 25 years aco the 18th of Januu.ry • 

Tell me about your father. Jhat ki.:1d of person rras r1e? 1 

the oJ.cles t • 

brothepayl'lond 

!1y father "Has a very generous person anJ.-- very a.;.reea11e. :1e never argued nuch ni ti·· people. !-Ie -r;as a very 

patriotic .American and if anyone vmuld criticize the cou..-1try, he'd say, ":'ell 'em to c;o back. T;ell 'em to go to 

:::!:urope £or somedthere. ~hey'11 find out hovr rronder.:ul they hc>ve it here." P.e sa id, "There 's no country as nonderful 

as the United States." .And, of course, he had become c::. naturalized citizen and he ah~ays voted. :re was very a ctive 

in & t..:ampaic;ning for people and he 1-ras a very good :riend of ::::ill Hu.re (sp?) who vras attorney at !-Iil!.sboro. '\Ail-

/cJ'nen he would run ~:t-fhe legislature or even Hhen his son r a n, why my fc>.ther w.a'J! !!. iiR3. aJ.Hays cd.qtributeC to the 

election func._ ,d Hasn't much in those days like it is novr. ofr'!!.e.--J/e always electioneered for. ~~e!"; jot: p.::ople 

out to vote. 

=~s .. ,=le{i me your father's name. ··~ 

.August Rossi. And my mother's name Has Hattie • 

..ff!.J !!:.d~ur fathert;l"iJ-.at w~ ~political persuasion? 

Republican from the day he reeistered - Oh , he vras a ST::\ONC &p~can. Oh, he i·ras a 

Did he talk about 1·rhy he Has a strong 3e:publican? 

I 

t 

• Oh, I don't know rrhy, but I think he would have dismmed us if He ;.;eren ' t Republican. :?vt 1 ~dz.' •. x~ 

Did he spend much time 1..-i th his children? • ' l£11 '"'"' :r-nH~ tln Td . .-L~ LL::•t •••• I thinY: ' rUh the boys ;,e Has probably more chummy Hi -~1~1111111111:1.. than he Hould hc.ve beC,f\ 

Hith me. But he Has a very strong dj.sciplin~ric.n; ~ it ~:a s nothing fo.r· him to turn us over his knee,.and paddle us 

e;ood. ffmtfhere was a time uhen He were living there on Broad1·my in Beaverton that he •rent into the chicken business. 

~We had a great big, long chicken house rrhere the Safe~.;sy pc::.rking lot is now, and the highvray in the back came 

throu,;h about the time, after l<e built the chicken -ouse. .And onJthe place vre had a • great big barn and there 

vrere ~e::o .. _' t zcw.sjj'O}ger four or five stanchions and in the barn:Jhey had a watering ~~ro'l.lbh and a vrell under the 

barn and a big pump, you ?.now, a pitcher puml(. ~they Hould pump water for the horses, and in the wintertime 

they didn't have to ta.'l{ef them outdoors to vrater them. ~t one end, in the main :part of the barn beh~nd the 

stanchions vras wJ:1e:re they kept the ha:>f)and then there uas another section to the vrest of that where they had a 

.. place lfhere they 1-r the stra>r, ~hd it >ras easy to get the stra>r and the hay into the .JI stanchions 

for the horse~ ~- hen back of Hhere t l1e s traH Storace place H2S 1 he had a buggy shed . f\Dd He had Hhat eloS yo'' naJl 

I 

• 

• 
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:-eculc.r :ou:r:-;raeel 'ou.;gy and t~-"en j;u~ hac., ·, :'?::'.1.., he HCl.:::: Great fo.r· hor:::. e ~. , h8 loveC: i.lo.r:s c:c:, ar.d l"e had cotten a hold 

of LJ. your:t:; horse s~.ci i~ •~~-.! calle ci. l ,ovelace ::".ometbi.n-e , 

L~ke a chariotAind of thing Hi th the tHo ~•heels? 
,... ~,....~ /") 

'!'Ho r:heeled, It Has a .raciq:; or training ~' but an;> .. l·ray ti1at' s rrhat He had. in t here • ..,H!'!'±~n Sundl'l.ys it Has Cj_Uite 

the thing for my father to -.t harness up the b.o.r·ses and take us out for a ride in the surrey. I just often wone.er 

Hhat became of it. Of course, the barn rras torn dmm in later years • ..;;w;;.d~t.Jef5fc.. a big onion house.obin~ flfi'IH 

~se buildings uere all nhere the Safermy . store now stands, or_ Has part of the hiGhHay behind it. :._.d t~enWe 
ha<i a big onior. hous e that had tiers built in it ~ for ventilation~ ~Tt~ey nould ~tore the onions in there for 

drying and in order to keep them) j{bause if they were stacked too hiGh they nould. :net ~.Heat and rot. ~ 
Some years they did .W. very well Hith the onions and then ac:ain ~ if there would be a big crop there Houmdn't 

~any market. They'd j ust bring ~l.•,;ggon up to the onion house and take shovels and shovel it out and take it down 

to the beaverdam and plor,r it in. •§ about 1898, my mothe::-~t loved fruit ar.cl !S!:-.e begged ~;r~:father to buy 

fruit trees. So th_jY bought a lot of fruit trees that Here planted all around the house rrhere the Saferray store is. 

~dWe had apples, r 1·[e had King apple~, ~e had Cravem:.tein apples.lJe had cher.r.7=s. ':Te had Black Rejj(blicans.ae 

-

had Royal linnes, '·Te had '*, plums and pears and then lis~T: sf, w~J.l ! n;P'1 " :-j- ~ J. --o,, .:J '~- >{abot:t where the 

Tualatin '!alley Hif;hvrc.y is),- back t'b.rough there they had a lane vrhere vrhen they rrent to Hork on the farm below 

they could drive the horses and the Hagans and take the pJ.m-rs and thing s dorm, .Ana. they planted tHo rous of trees 

all a~G down there -- oh, I don't knoH hmr many feet it Hns, probauly 100 feet or more. :;nrr;;;e i·rere ap;;/:.e.; 

and plums ~ no cherries that I remember, Oh! :fe had all kinds of :fruit. ,\nd "?~, I ;:;uess because the~ 
didn't Hant to bother rrith tak~nc care of it and eveT'fihi!'.g , most of those trees in the back vrere pulled out. But 

~he trees aroQ~d the house in 19~2. 
~. -

Has i:i:: U~x it 1962? 

In 196~ I built this house and came over here., and the Saf~bought the property there at that time. 

':lasn' t there :mother SafeHay? . 

;·:ell, the origin:::..1_ SafeHay. They had boucht that property from us, too,~ Hhere the parking lot is. 

Oh, that's right. That's Hhat I remembered, 

.And you see, 4;-f_.:.~ Be-averton G.r·ade School Has on that lot .. -;;r.: .l.l;;s.>r.~y father mmed some property .t( Albert Hould 

probably know rrhere that rras) 1"' :; on W. "'ami..n[:,-ton :toad and) I thirlj just Hest of nhere the U.S. Bank is novr. 

~ r1r. Tucker boueht it and put a lumber yc.rd on it. t= ·' i,. l · ' i n~ --/I.e had bought the old school property and 

" had a lurr:ber yard on it, so my father traded ) that property for the property Hhere the ~a:feway!~ parking lot 

~~ ~ ~ ~ +"' "' +'c:o. h m; :-re :·la DDe.!'led to cet thet. That's Hhere the old ::;chool propert:/ was . 
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~:rt ran clear back to HJ:-.at is Senter 

--eor::o to !"l~ 1 ;;;:t>E!:I'o ' n--" ... hAn · · g·- - -- c '\, 

Stre8t noH, A+":d h0 bou,::;h~, thrt frow a mz.n by +h~ r.C\!'18 g-" .,,.,, 1 j ± mRv ' . 
:J - ... - .. . J ,w .... ~ead:>) ~ c;.t:ite a bit of :t:rope:-t~· from uhere t~e coffee place j_s 

back over to the outdoor theate~. i _ H'lll.,. the outdoor theater nc::s p2rt of our property, too, :~· nil i:i:.G:J::A ""'o 

~J~t'tome place i~ ran up to)4-si:sP;FOa .~t .. J u t ~b:'- L Lhre, J. t!'ilnlt ~- I've ~orcotten Hho ovmed that, I think 

ReisJ~they built a lovely home ~there in about 1912 or 1914 or s omefhHhere in that time petTiod, It \·~as Afi#Nr 
after our house Has bt.~ilt, vrhich rras in 1912. 

Tell me about your mother. tJnat kind of person~-
:-Tell, she was a very kind, generous person and she rras a very hard vrorker • .......C As I said before, I O..on't know what 

her brothers and sisters uould have done Hi thout her after her motncr died. .:;nd she H2$ a very fine seamstress.~ 
i 

She had le:.rned to sevr Hhen she was q_uite young, She .said sr1e used to stand t:.p at the seHing machine, because she 

couldn't ff..4S~~- smallt{~uldn't reach the pedal. " C :c;;-

:Did she eve~ uork out of the home? 

r;ot after she uas ma=ried. not. But v;hen she Has 2. 

in~ 1895)~.ey used to g o out and work for the 

like t:.at. 

Oh, r-ras that for 10~ an hour? 

cirl, s!.e and my Xu .. "lt ~izabeth (one of the t -v.rinf!. uf#~ied( 
farmers around here on the beaverdam and Heed onions and things 

Yes, something like that. Oh, she vrent out and did house1mrk and sbe ;·ro::::-ked for the :Jeacon f amily in Portland, NO ! 

she didn't 1-rork.~r the Deacon's. ~1y :iunt ~ioz.abeth Hori:ed for the Joaaons. She Has an upstnirs mc:id and I Has 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 1t4med ~or one of the :Jeacon 5irls, There ~•ere bro ~= t:·. so: v • • e d.aughters, I t hink. o~ of them was Arvella and 

the oti.1er i·ras ?.Lvc.., ,1nd my aunt su.iC:.1 ::;· 1 3_,. they should nc-,me me for one of them.~ ~'1it '::!hris tmastimefthey ·1t 

r-rould pool-= money ·"-hey ?.,,, ymd £50 into Portland aife. get Christmas cyfts for the family, Usually it sas something 

useful like c~;lhing. .;,,,dlne 8hristmas~ my mother IIIII& about 16, she and her sister Zlizabeth &~e- into 
111 

Portland and~ q_ui te a bit of shoppinc;. ~ .nen they GOt ready to c;o hom~, they only had enough money to buy 

one ticket on the train, so my Mother saic1.:1 ~ell;1 
she sai~ "Lizzy, you go rb me ~~ith the thi11.gs and ta..l.ce them dovm~ ..» 

And I'll g o up to l'!:rs. ~·Tanners.•~) ~ !':r, '.Tanner Has a barber in Portland on /.j-th Street.,e.r.a.::i~y had come from 

:::?·altimore, P.nd I think that Nr. Menner~Hho had the Coman School 1·rhe.re the Portland F.otel later stoo~. Has T·!rs • 

~Iar .. ner's father/ ~~y lived up on Hhat they called "2" Street, uhj_ch was Burnside, And Hhenever my mother and 

~e~ an~ of them '1-TOuld come i nto Portland, !'~rs. 'hj~ ~d aJ.Hays a:::J.ithem to stay overnight. She J was very 5ood 
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-!:. ~ .c:--.• S o ···J· r-.o::!er ._ qi ~. , "T ' ll co ~I -!:.o . r ::-~. · . .'a.:u.E"::- ' : .s. .:-. ':'l ·. : ,o;-. !. :::::;:er.:e> ~o:;e- :... ;...(hf! :.:.::o:::. i.o 2.;:-i·re :!.:. :::..ti• t:.-lo 

, or e s Or the 1"\\.Uey---.;~.;,- ·~o~--~ ... ·--~~,-, 111 ::et 3. ::"idt:! l 0 .e ;; 1-':.~: l!i::'. , "~ : lt Si!e r::!e COi~ to rr:i~S ;_;~ stm~~ at hOMe , :o 

the~· -...rere sittin~ t~e.:-e in the wa.1.ti!1~ ::-oo:n , ! t~lfl_lt: it w on ~ .:::-:.:-ett - t: .Les Hhe.!'e t~e tr in ran , •. "! i' 

~ station at t hc.t time H s at 4th c.... :.'ar.thill , I ' m !lot ~ure . :.nd she e.c.id ~ they Here . i ttine; there te-rfull~· 
"till •: .Z n 1 .. wo::. olir:: eac. other , and tr.e:, co. 2/l) D. pi~ce of c. r :-a r on t~e floor thE>re in front of the~. ~ 
~ey pic!-:e~ ~ t UJ:> an~ ~ "i. 1-ras a tic!-.:et to ;Jeaverto~/ , 

o:r .. , my .soodne~s ! ::c:n ' t that ::omethine;? 

;. r;d r;; o th'?j' *.hev&.+., i'0
11 ~ other s e>.id it Has or.e of the r..appiest Cnri zt!"la"'es she eve~#spent • 

on the train,~ the conductor cam~-~ there> 1-ra::: <.> ·oune; !'lan irho coulin ' t :find his ticket . 

toTd them that we had found thdticket on the floor (lt:!.l..lC ' !~). i.e had to pay. 

That ' s a nonde=ful stor:::JI! So ~-rhat kind of s choolin.:; .:U-.. y0:u- no'.:. i. er r.~~ve? 

:ut "e never 

~-Tell , she had gone to crade school , but she ' d never cone beyond tr.at , I don ' t knm-r rihetbe.!' s he :inisi1ed the 8th 

grade or not? 

~-rhat about y our dad? 

·.~ J/e Hent t o sdt.ool about four ~rears a:fter he came 1-.ere . He ,.:c:."' .::.bou:. 16 , ancl he =.11;-;c:ys e .joyed :reac:i:-.{; t!.e 

papers and he could 1-1rite fairly 1-1ell. He was q_uite an intellicent man . '!e !l ~~@ 1 " , ~y father , I t ink I told yo';, 

died i:---t!J' 1927 , !-~arch 24th , a.'ld ~e ~ras .56 JE!r.r~ old • 

. .;rter he :e{b.~as your mother able to mana,:e the busir.e!:.s? 

~ ~ell , at . time r..y father • ' ld 'i dted ,~~as buildinc; t· e 'huilrJl,: ir. C.ovmtmm e&verton across on the corr.er 

g-" ··J:-.rd i @I that stree:.~ere the phannacy is·-- across -':.he street fran tb ~eaverton p' armacy , on that ~orner. ~ 
~ -

The ?..esale Shop . 

Yes , in there , and l · 2 ~ the fabric , anC. my mot er had q_uite a struggle in gettine it completed. he had to 

borrow money from the bank to help pay for it , beecD.use it 'l:as durine; th(-:Jer-ression and everything uas in a very 

bad condition.And '"'8 she had g_uite r. ferr problerr:s tr;jir.£ to rent t h+tores , There ~e thr[._e store buildi:JCS it\ 
there . One Has r:r . ~1'-..Y!lb ' s.;-.M he had a Confectionar; and .fool ~all there . -~P~ .LF.P"' ll e ol her 4we 1 c. ' 12d:MS¥ , ~ tuo 

stor~s~ rrere rented 1:-y different tenar..ts . ~ :aybe ;,lbe.rt told you about them , ..:..Fi ~ fiaall~w e aj -· e4Ti~ad 
such a big house and the school teachers •ere havir:g such a tine , especially hich school teachers , ::'indil'lb a place 

to boa~ and r oom , JI!'I!!J' my mother decided sol':\e of us would sort of pile up toeether . -oa S J e had a sev;int; room down­

ctairs ancl she fixed th t up !'or a becroom for M' .brotl.er ?.aymond , ar.C. then most of t e bedrooms up:::~airs we rented 

out tb school tea c'1e:r: • .;..!:-S: 1 e. t o• , -A~ that :.1. e the ~~:: aver-ton School :?ot:!.rd req_drec:. th a t its teachers had 
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t to be li vin.:; in ::::ea.verUm. ;.;<a t:i9H A:ter t' ey t 

different men who worked at the ~afeaay or some of 

.\nd did your mother o all the coo!:i!'16 ••. ? 

did a·,;ay Hi th thut ruli:1{; , w!.J G_~"le~Ie \ .!"~!"lted f che room_ to 

the businesses in J~averton . 

::o . Jhe woul~ only f~nish t~en brea!d'ast and then there uere restaura.nt- in uo:mtoh'n :eaverton •-~-'~ T .. :.k':Af.y 
brothe:!:' ,·,lbe:rt had. a restaura.:1t at th-t time ~he ~ra houn · bus station H~s ac:!:'oss the street from t he p nrma.cj' 

-- in t hre . 3o that ' s the Hay she man.JCed. 

:Tho was livino at home at t1at tiMe? 

:Tell , Raymond and I were th~ o:U.y t110 , ,\ nd Fran.'< had been mCL""ried , I ' ve for~otten 11. at year he married. :te was 

i:J. the :.'i:!:'s*·rorld ~·TJ.r . 'll.1n ' t l'lj' brot:1er tell you that'.' ,\nd he was une of the yotlilc;est !!l~n in hi2 out'!' it and he 

Has station~C.. •": ?~ • .. - .. o .. J .. ! · . :.!~ ' - !:.:t- .. - .. ~ a? t! .:dj ) ur:; :.t ,.\storiaff. 
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