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‘Atlyeh treated media right

Little more than a week ago
something truly rare occurred at
the Capitol: The press corps hon-
ored a politician for his long rec-
ord of accessibility.

This sort of thing doesn’t hap-
pen often. For one thing, report-
ers, living up to their irreverent
anti-authority image, pay honors
to hardly anyone. And more and
more, politicians are less and less
accessible.

The occasion was Vic Atiyeh’s
final press conference as governor.

In his eight years as governor,
Atiyeh put on about 400 of these
weekly shindigs. Usually, they
were culminated by the reporters
running out of things they wanted
to ask about.

At the close of this meeting, As-
sociated Press reporter Charles
Beggs, outgoing president of the
press corps, presented the Repub-
lican politician a plaque paid for
by the reporters.

“I've covered three governors,”
Beggs told Atiyeh, “and you’ve
been the most accessible.' And that
includes Tom McCall.”

Atiyeh’s eyes watered. The pre-
sentation was obviously a sur-
prise. Clearly, he was moved.

One broadcast journalist noted
that Atiyeh surely had put on'a
bunch of media availabilitiés in
his tenure as governor.

Well, of course he had. These
weekly press conferences were cer-
tainly important to radio and TV
types as well as the rest of us look-
ing for a governor’s reaction to
whatever was in the news at the
time.

But 400 or so media availabili-
ties isn’t what political accessibili-
ty is about. What made Atiyeh un-
usual in today’s political climate
was his willingness to return re-
porters’ phone calls.

Reporters from news outlets big
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and small have all had experiences
in which Atiyeh returned their
calls. He did it even if they were
late at night or on weekends. He
did it even if the questions to be
asked were losers for the politician
to answer.

The current occupants of the
Capitol, including new governor
Neil Goldschmidt and 90 legisla-
tors, may not admire Atiyeh. But
they may want to think long and
hard about providing Atiyeh-style
accessibility.

It’s probably too soon to judge
Goldschmidt, but if the perfor-
mance of his transition effort as
well as his first few days as gov-
ernor is any sample, it doesn’t get
th}e job done. :
_Contact with Goldschmidt, once
hé won the election, has been for
most reporters purely an exercise
in interview-by-appointment —
except that no appointments were
made.

This is too bad, because most
reporters don’t need formal inter-
views most of the time. What they
need is timely responses to ques-
tions in order to inform the public.

So far, though, the Goldschmidt
administration seems intent on
limiting media contact to press
conferences loaded up with so
many members of the administra-
tion that actual reporters often
can’t get into the room, much less
get a question answered.

When Goldschmidt called a
press conference to announce his
plans for the state’s Corrections
Division, the regular press inter-
view room wasn’t big enough.

It was plenty big enough for the
press. What it couldn’t house was
the peanut gallery that Gold-
schmidt brought with him, a sort
of Greek chorus at the ready to
imply agreement by its presence.

At a recent budget briefing, also
overcrowded with administration
hangers-on, one of the administra-
tive types out of camera range had
a large sign made up with ques-
tions — a device to prompt the
press toward a helpful context.

But Goldschmidt is new here.
Perhaps time will temper the gov-
ernor and his team into more in-
formative and less exploitative
modes of communication.

Legislative leadership has no
such excuse. Press contact with
House Speaker Vera Katz and
Senate President John Kitzhaber
wasn’t good in the 1985 session.
Now it seems to be worsening.

Contact with Katz is almost im-
possible. One reporter has ob-
served that it might be easier to
dial the White House for a quick
comment from Ronald Reagan.

The occasional dog-and-pony
shows for the press when Kitz-
haber or Katz wants to promote
a personal agenda, such as last
session’s sales tax, are hardly open
communication with the public.

And these feeble efforts at stage
management, which more and
more legislative types seem intent
on emulating, don’t cut it as acces-
sibility with the public.

That’s all that returning a re-
porter’s phone call is really about
— communicating with the public

Ron Blankenbaker is a Statesman-Journal writer




Atiyeh rates A for candor

Former Gov. Vic Atiyeh, who
stepped down from office last
Monday, ran an open office as far
as the press is concerned. During
his eight-year tenure, he conduct-
ed about 400 “media availability”
sessions for reporters and editors.
That figures to nearly one every
week.

Shortly before he completed his
final term of office, Atiyeh was
given a plaque by Chuck Beggs,
Associated Press reporter at the
Capitol. Beggs is president of the
Capitol press corps, a loose-knit
group of press and electronic news
people who work full time cover-
ing state government in Salem.
The association numbers about a
dozen people most of the time, but
membership doubles when the
Legislature comes to town.

The nicely designed plaque was
in recognition of Atiyeh’s enlight-
ened attitude toward the news
media. He or his press chief,
Denny Miles, was available almost
day and night to answer questions
from reporters. In fact, on some

major stories, one or the other has

called the Statesman-Journal to
volunteer information.

We in the news business deeply
appreciate that openness.

This willingness to be available
and to talk about events and is-
sues has been a service to all Ore-
gonians, not just the news media.
Atiyeh realizes far more than most
public officials that reporters in a
large sense represent the public,
which depends on newspapers,
radio and television to learn about
government.

Atiyeh also has been available

to meet with our editorial board
many times during his years in of-

fice. At those sessions we always
found him to be candid and well-
informed.

All but one of those sessions
were in the Statesman-Journal
conference room. On that one oc-
casion, however, the board ar-
ranged to visit with the governor
in his office complex in the Capi-
tol. That was our idea, as I recall,
in recognition of his willingness to
come to our conference room to
visit with us whenever we invited
him.

While the Statesman-Journal at
times has been a bit unkind in its
editorial comments about Atiyeh,
we will remember him as a fair
and candid governor who didn’t
duck the tough questions we put
to him. That’s high praise for any
political figure, . ' e

We hope that same pattern of
openness and candor will continue
in the news media’s relationship
with Gov. Neil Goldschmidt and
his press chief, Floyd McKay.

Van Elsenhut Is senlor editor of the Statesman-
Joumal.
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”Ahyeh Era’’ erids in Oregon

TOM TOWSLEE qé
United Press lnternatlonal t

A

SALEM, Ore. (UPI) — Gov. Vic
Atiyeh sat in his paneled office in the
State Capitol, looking back over his
eight years as governor with the
same business-like, managerial
style manner that became the
trademark of his two terms.

“You can’'t be a Rambo out
there,” Atiyeh said in an interview
with United Press International as
he prepared to turn over the reins of
state government to Neil
Goldschmidt Jan. 12 and open a
private consulting firm on interna-
tional trade... :

LA lot of people talk about doing

idono

,Iy‘h i »,;;w

growth
wnll come after hqhaves office,
It - also'"means: achieving those
goals:without the self-serving glare

criticism’ that he was a lackluster,’
do-nothing governor who by his own
assessment will leave office with a
50-50"" rating by. the people of
Oregon.

“It is just not my style,” he sald of
his refusal to seek publicity for his
accomphshments

I find that those who talk a good
gxkne are considered charismatic,

but no one ever looks at what they've
done,” he said. ““I honestly believe
that I did what the people of Oregon
wanted me to do and they respect
me for it.” '

Atiyeh said he has mixed emotions
about leaving the job he has held for
eight years and compares it his
children growing up and leaving

-

moplqand d!dn.’tm them

of publicity and in -the. face of* -line:

in the family rug business and 20
years in the Oregon Legislature.

Much like the fatherly owner of a
family business, he was slow to
criticize loyal employees and quick
to defend state workers who became
targets for politicians.

When he came into office in 1979,
Atiyeh acknowledged the strides
Oregon had made in protecting the
environment and turned his sights
on restoring the state’s reputation as

home. “You look fprward to it, and
then that day comes and you f‘md it’s
not that great,” he gaid.

“I expect some hdjustments and
that it will be toughlfor me,’’ he said.
“I had eight gran years as gover-
nor of Oregon, and that is qunte an

governor at the
right time for Oregqn a steady hand
on a ship of state: that was being

rocked by repeated blows fromana- 5 good place to do business and in br-
tional economy over which he had no inging some reform to social service
control. programs.

The effort spawned two phrases:
*Oregon is open for busmess" and
: ‘Trader Vie.” o
g:~ *The first was his efforp to welcome
- business back to()mgu-ﬁe second..
was pinned on him f tmequent
trips overseas to woo';
othet!wdsnhsim

3.. calwayy "M;
_" “Hhmm vichance

ent ats no“ﬁ"inx the
chanee ) t07: mnwmm;m:g
exeinplify - Oregon’s economy was -
3t geople wanted: dnplify‘ the state had money tospend. ~; .
plaksorvalleysin - Instead,” be was forced o cut
8 he'sald: If you ~budgets, raise taxes and at the same.

resilience, noting At i
ed the Oregon Legisls
sion twice to cut 34

Kul ngaskl;g thq
lidate who ‘lost

ploneduoqt.nw, d be a straight - time try to attract business ,to
‘He hilg 3 ,‘Ol‘egmlnapmcessmatbyitsvery
hl,ivalldoue-- -, nature had to be discreet to be suc-
one, given the ‘cessful and thus occurred outside
“I'm glad we ha the public view.
during those diffi “We all want to be loved, "hesmd
state Sen. Tony ““and to the degree that Oregonians -
Republican leader know what we did, they don’t think it
a long-time was all that bad.
. Atiyeh, “We could “I believe that if you do what you

think is right that Oregonians may
not agree with you, but they will
respect you for doing it,”” he said.

“I wanted to be governor because
I knew I'could run it better than it

through those times With a governor
like Tom McCall.” :

*“You have to it to the elec-
torate for electing a guy like Vic
Atiyeh to lead the state when they

didn’t know those tough-times were =~ was being run,” he said. “I didn’t
coming,"” he said. “McCall wouldn’t  just want the title. I knew the things
have madeit.” : that could and should be done and I -
Throughout his twg terms, Atiyeh  knew I could doit. :
relied on . his jconservative
Republican bacl@'otmd ‘of 35 years

" ““There is no better job than being
governor of a state,” Atiyeh saiy

i& —
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worked for

4 rsing Vic Atiyeh for gover-
nar in 1978, The Oregonian expected
from him “hard work, honesty and
careful decisions, slowly developed.”
And that’s what Oregon received
during his eight years in office. We
had many disagreements with him
over those years, but never doubted
that he was working as he thought
right on Oregon’s behalf.

Atiyeh’s time as governor was a
difficult period for Oregon for rea-
sons largely out of his control, as the
state plummeted from prosperity
into a deep, stubborn recession. It
was a period. that focused the gover-

nor’s attention.on the nuts and bolts.

of government :and on’ the need for

diversifying the state’s ecpnomy by:.
* River Gorgd. Even though we dis-

recruiting new business: -

. Economic development is; a iong-'

term proposition. Atiyeh acted on
, theldeathattheFarEast,especially
Japan, is a natural business partner
for Oregon and that regular, person-,
al :salesmanship is needed. It is easy

to disparage a politician’s overseas °

travel, but it also is easy to overlook
the beneﬁts that high-level contacts
produce.

Those contacts, for instance, con-
vinced Atiyeh that Oregon’s unitary
method of taxing multinational cor-
porations doing business in the state
was a major barrier to attracting
Japanese plants, and he called the
Legislature into special session to
repeal it. The gambit worked; at least
some of the additions to Oregon’s so-
called Silicon Forest were dividends
from that policy change.

On other matters we and others
criticized the governor for failing to
take the lead or follow through in
resolving difficult state problems.

/

ﬁtate

Sometimes the governor responded
that maintaining a high profile was
not his style and that he preferred to
work out of the limelight. He certain-
ly was rightjon that self-appraisal,
but his low-key approach and prefer-
ence for letting his managers do the
managing make it difficult to judge
where credit is due.

Oregonians should not forget
Atiyeh’s leadership in the fund-rais-
ing drive for; public purchase of the
banks of the lower Deschutes River,
his important support of state fund-
ing of a portion of the cost of Port-
land’s light-rail line, and his recogni-
tion of thd need to work with

«"Washingtonito obtain a bistate pro-

posal for prgserving the Columbia

agreed withthe approach favored by
Atiyeh and{then-Washington Gov.

John Spe the governors’ pro-

posal was offe of the key steps in the

eventual  of a gorge bill.
Atiyeh recogmzed the threat

ord Hansell, to head a
governor’s task force to hear com-
plaints and!recommend corrective
steps. That ¢redibility-building effort
helped defeat a proposed repeal of
the state plahning laws.

In sum, Atiyeh's period as steward
of Oregon government largely was
one of forced retrenchment rather
than advancement. It is time for a
new leader, a new style and new
directions in the governor’s office.
But as Vic Atiyeh — a very decent

— leaves his post, the difficul-
ties of his job and his successes in
spite of them ought to be appreciated
and remembered.

/
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Atlyeh had misfortune
to%!,ead at wrong time

The days in office for Gov. Vic

; Atiyeh have dwindled to a precious .

© few.
Soon, Nexl Goldschrmdt will take
. over in Salem. He’s promised ef-
* forts to spark the Oregon economy
and he’s started replacing Atlyeh
' department heads.
Fate wasn’t kind to Vic Atlyeh in
his two terms as governor.

He faced a declipi_rjgf:
economythat = .
twisted state gov-

but- loose. .-

He won the office on his second
try, defeating incumbent Gov. Bob
Straub in 1978, then won convinc-
ing re-election in 1982 over Ted
Kulongoski.

A thoroughl decent,» though
unexciting, office-holder, Atiyeh
faced a declining economy that
twisted Oregon state government
every way but loose.

Programs were cut, employees
laid off and others demoted and
taxes raised as the Legislature
and the governor struggled to keep
the budget in equilibrium. It didn’t
happen without rancor, though, all
things cons.dered it could have
been worse’

Atiyeh and the Legislature faced

repeated special legislative - ‘Ses-
sions, including the longost ever —
37daysm1982

All major Oregon mstltutlons

suffered as the .state agonized
through the worst timber reces-

sion since the Great Depression.

It wds not a time when most
would want to be governor but, as
Atiyeh said recently, ‘‘you take the
years you get.”

Atiyeh did his best with a dif-
ficult pituation and generally
handled the cuts with compa'ssion
and competence.

Atiyeh had some difficulties
- with. sqme of: his early appoint-
ments { but his biggest failings

‘those ' he simply couldn’t
had a bad economy and he

Roe la the crowd appeal that can

fl J’ ,f"'!

er nment every way e

‘contribute ' greatl to a person’s

p: ' That was a telling

éss in his relatlonsh:p wnh
slature. ;

effomf to promoee Oregon as a
good investment for foreign high-
rms and that seems to have

facilitiés in general took a beating
in 1986{with thousands of layoffs.
Visits he ‘made to Pacific Rim
countries will continue to pay off in
the future, he said recently. We
hope so.

We see Atiyeh’s tenure as one of
earnest attempts to deal with
frustrating circumstances largely
beyond one person’s control. Good
economic times would have helped
him mmeasurably, but that was

, not to be.

Atiyeh did his best for Oregon.
Betw his eight years as gov-
ernor and his 20 in the Legislature,
he gave the state a lot and, even

though [times weren’t the bwt, he
- deserv

well.

i
1]
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Klamath Falls Herald & News
January 5, 1987
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Steady eConomic progress

Jovernor sets pace

Public opinion polls reveal high expections j Oregon was at the peak of an up cycle

for Gov.-elect Neil Goldschmidt’s when the bottom dropped out of the lumber
performance in office. People warit his market. Half a dozen years later an
campaign themes of action and achievement { automated timber industry is producing the
to come alive and transform the state. - i same amount of lumber with a third fewer

I Gov. Vic Atiyeh leaves office with workers.

Oregonians nearly evenly split in their |  Atiyeh reacted to the plunge with a tight
opinion of his record the past eight years. rein on state spending and a commitment to
These are the same people who gave Ati eh 1 smooth out the peaks and troughs of those
unqualified support with 61 percent of the ' ;' § timber cycles. The strategy he chose was
 the 1982 gubernatorial election, ' dgvemﬁcat;qn of the economy by:attractmg "
L 8ta d to beneﬁt &om a Goldschmldt @ new gmpbyam Sy tpatoge o by G S ol
, but none of us should purse, i 14+ As:Atiyeh leaves office, he is sotneﬁhat hke -
great hopﬁior mxrnculoua.tamaxounds antlr { an orchardist who retires- ﬁearqbefore he gets""
instant economic recovery,., " s i jte 106 - to see how phe seedlings he culfivated will
- Goldschmidt:does not assume thé' .« s growann‘bear frmt.‘“?:pkm gp;qbard ml »
governorship with'a burden to save the staté, & not as éolorfl and immedia
- any more than Atiy¢h leaves holdx  the bas 1 selling fresh-cut nowers. bu!; the beneﬁta are
!
l
|

for eight years of lean times. i L0 ‘longer-lasti: y poart oyall t o fl o
Atiyeh’s labors ehould not be overlooked or

Economic forces beyond the control of
forgotten when the harvest comes.

both men and their administrations shape —
and occasionally jerk and yank— the state’s Likewise, Goldschmidt must be allowed to
economy. How Oregon reacts to those. { proceed at his own pace. No miracles are
changes and prepares for other changes is expected; no quick fixes or patch jobs are
something for which they are accountable.  wanted.
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He dlgéﬁgs well as possible

Vic ;Atiyeh! governor of
Oregon: for one more week. Oregon-
ians  aré ambivalent about his
record, if ‘we can believe the polls.
Half the residents of Oregon think
he’s been a good governor. Half
don t. The first half i is correct.

Atlyeh' ucntacs. hpd obvxously
there are many of them; have- been
‘haye demanded
more;-inore. of lots o(yB things, from
the state;'But the voters have been
un “to-give him the essential
tool - of: "mure," Whl(!h is money.
spelled m-om-e-y ;

Had the state had more money.
lots of it, it could have increased the

. state’s share of school costs, thereby

lowering property taxes. Had it had
more money it could have built more
prison cells, thereby keeping more
criminals off the streets. Had it had
more money it could have kept the

tuition at Oregon’s colleges and-

universities lower. Had it had more

money it could have brought every
highway in the state up to interstate
fregway standards. And on and on
and on.

The public perception of Atlyeh

as § governor who didn’t do much

e alive just as the state’s econo-

my went dead.: Voters refused to
asp a'sales tax, and the state’s

me tax: already was one of the

highest in the nation. The state.

: co dn’t “‘soak the: rich” because to

get| the necessary funds from still
higher ,income taxes it would' have
to' declare every family with

-more than $10,000 annual income to
- be

ch

‘Atiyeh is not. a ﬂamboyant guy
by ature. Voters knew that when
they twice elected him to the state’s
highest office. They expected him to
do -as well as possible with the
resqurces they gave him. And he did

that. /
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Assessmg the

The first day of 1987 is a good time to reflect
on the eight years of Vic Atiyeh’s service as Ore-
gon’s 32nd governor. He wi er the job to
Neil Goldschmldt on Jan. 12,

A recent poll corhmssxoned by The (Port-
land) Oregonian shows Oregon citizens evenly.
split, with 45 pércent saying Atlyeh has done a‘

. good or excellent job and 44 percent saying not

very good or poor. Pollster J. Roy Bardsley says,
“This is a weak rating . . . certainly no better than
mediocre.” That assessment is a little harsh. i

Atiyeh himself ¢oncedes the accuracy of the
poll but argues that his ratings would be better if'
the public knew more about all the good things he
has done. He claims that he has never been good
at blowing his own horn. He takes a kind of defen
sive pride in differing from other politicians by’
being more interested in results than publicity.

While this may: reflect admirable hu
modesty, itisa hand!cap for a governor: If he had,
possessed ‘a befter knack for public relations, AtlJ
yeh could have been more effective in drumming
up support. for his ideas in the Legislature
beyond. Even strong supporters criticize him fo:
lacking a desirable dimension of leadership, som
thing many hope to see restored to the office by,
the more dynamic Goldschmidt.

This legitimate criticism notwithstanding, n
fraud was perpetrated here. Atiyeh never claim
to be exciting, and when they voted for him in 1978
and again in 1982 Oregonians did not have thd
mistaken idea that they were electing a movie
star. They wanted a stable, knowledgeable mana-
ger who could run the state government, and that’s
what they got.

The most important thing that happened to
Oregon during Atiyeh’s tenure was a devastating
economic recession. This was beyond any gover-
nor’'s power to control. Oregon’s economy went
down with the national economy, and because of‘-
its peculiar dependencies Oregon went down dee
er and stayed down longer. It is still not all the w;;
back to normal. i

During the recession years, it became Ati-
yeh's task and that| of the Legislature to adjust
state government to constricted fiscal realities. Al
lowing for the normal quota of_ false starts and
missteps, both met the challenge. They made pain-
ful cuts in state programs, but protected essentials.
And they did what a President and Congr&ss have

e st - bk S ‘

Atiyeh years

lacked the courage to do at the national level —
raise taxes to help close revenue gaps.

The recession made economic diversification
' Atiyeh’s highest priority outside of keeping a firm
hand on the state budget and the bureaucracy. He
launched a series of business-promoting trips
abroad, concentrating on the Far East. It’s impossi-
ble to say how much good these have done, but
Atiyeh’s missionary work could pay off in expand-
ed Pacific Rim trade and investments in Oregon
long after he is out of office. He deserves credit for
trying, and for realizing that this selling job could

| only be done by the governor, especially in the Far

East.
On more traditional issues, the Atiyeh record
is mixed.

@ Taxes and tax reform: He switched around
a surprising amount. He supported the 114 percent
property tax rate limit that was on the ballot when
he was first elected in 1978, then opposed its four
biennial successors. He floated a giant, instantly
doomed “net receipts” tax proposal in 1983 after
having been re-elected on' a no-new-taxes plat-
form. And he.introduced and campaigned for a
sales tax,plan in 1985 after opposing salw taxes
throughout his previous political life. A

- @ The environment: He didn’t tinker much
with the broad statutory protections that were gen-
erally in place by the time he took office. Predict-
ably, he sided with the timber industry on forest
management issues such as wilderness expansion.
But he gets less credit than he deserves for giving
firm and constant support to the state land-use
planning program, steering it toward needed com-
promises to protect it from a potent1a1 citizens’
revolt.

® Education: He could not solve the puzzle of
a perverse state school finance system that allows
some schools to close in the middle of the year,
although hope of doing so helped persuade him to
try for a sales tax. And he proved a better friend of
higher education at the end than in the beginning,
giving the public college and university system
budget priorities in the 1983 and 1985 sessions that
halted a serious, long-temt erosion of state sup-
port. ,

All things considered, Atiyeh has been a good
governor. Not great. Certainly not colorful. But
solid, steady and competent. In a variety of ways,
he was right for the times.

/

~
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Atiyeh remembered .ty
Call it £h |

President Reagan enjoyed smashing popularity in his
first term, easily defeating Walter Mondale in 1984 to sail
into his second term. The Iran affair has tarnished his
effectiveness; and with the new Dempcrat-controlled
Senate in place, it will be much more difficult for Reagan to.
achieve his aims in the next two years. ;

—Gov, Vic Atiyeh, too, enjoyed a géod measure of
success in his first term (1979-82). His achievements
included improved state management, refgrms in workers’
compensation and the welfare system, and|the establishing
of energy and economic development prégrams. He was
reelecfed by a large margin in 1982, a year fhat Oregon was

’ §

battling a recession.

h i

BUT HOW QUICKLY popularity fddes in political
life. Atiyeh in the past four years has become known as a
“caretaker governor,” “holding on to the wheel while
Oregon rides out an economic storm. The state has been
strapped for funds during the recession and has not taken
on many new programs. As Atiyeh leaves office Jan. 12,
the school funding dilemma persists. g c

A’recent poll, conducted for. The Oregonian, showed
. only.-3 " percent: rating: Atiyeh’s. job gperformance as
. i:t'excellent.” Another 42 percent said-he'has done a ‘‘guod”
job, while 28 percent rated his performgnce as not very

e agony of the final four years.
z

o
<

.+ In four.years, Oregonians are growing weary of a slow
| economy. While Gov.-elect-Neil Goldschmidt may not be a
' miracle worker, people are hoping he will provide effective
 leadership in economic development. (The state’s economy
may be getting set to rebound anyway. Any governor in
Salem - Democrat or Republican — would be able to drink
from the cup of improvezf conditions.)

THOSE REFLECTING on Atiyeh’s service to the
state should consider his performance over both terms.
. Here is a native Oregonian and Portland businessman who
' has made a solid contribution to political life, serving 20,
| Yyears in the Legislature before being e}ected governor.

Atiyeh, who will open a private consulting firm' on
' -international trade, should be remembered as the man who
helped undo the ‘‘Visit Oregon, but don’t stay’’ impression
of an earlier governor. Gov. Atiyeh made! several trips to
. the Orient, t}'y_i.ng to attract industry to Or gon and sell our
A ,,_Eo%:"ﬂﬁrsﬁaﬁf"i’f e "‘phrase; " *‘Oregon'? ig"open 'for
‘ .. bysitidss; " hits galfied notoriety becauseof His effortssniv
|

In his quiet, unassuming way, Atiyéh. has served
‘Oregonians honorably ... and well. .
d L) (oL - g 5 kst st ettt ~uh ,__J——'—"—_—_'——-—_’"

—
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A final moving experience

After speeches,

Atiyehs pack
s d 5y

By Mary Parkinson

Eight years of commitment-
filled 17-hour days are over for
Dolores Atiyeh, Oregon’s first lady
since 1979.

“I’m ready to be mama again.
To get to know my grandchildren.
To become reacquainted with my
old neighbors and friends,” she
said.

But early Friday another long
day stretched ahead.

Cardboard boxes were piled
high on the green carpet of the
brick house at 796 Winter St. NE,
the Atiyehs’ residence during his
two terms as governor.

By late afternoon the Atiyehs
were moved out, preparing to re-
verse the process in their Beaver-
ton home.

A moving day is no different for
a first lady than for anyone else,
Dolores Atiyeh said as she paused
on the stairway leading to the sec-

- ond floor of the Salem house.

“Getting things packed right is
always a concern,” she said. “You
want to be able to know when
you're done where things have
been packed.

“Where I differ from most peo-
ple, perhaps, is that I have larger

amounts of certain kinds of

things, such as china place set- .

tings for 36, lots of linens and
cardtables.”

She’s faced with getting those
belongings and the furnishings

they have gathered during their
years in Salem into a house that is
smaller than the 2,649-square foot
Winter Street residence.

While preparing for the move
she sent loads of discards to com-

| $tatesman-Journal photo by Ron Cooper
Friday was moving day for Dolores Atiyeh. She said she didn't have a lot of help.

munity service organizations. She
still has some of the inevitable
leftovers with which she doesn’t
know quite what to do.

Turn to Move.‘Page 2A.
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article on
Gov. Vic Atiyeh asked the ques-
tion: “Are you the best governor
Oregon ever had?” - .

The governor replied: “Ask Do-
lores.”

So I did.

In the midst of moving on
Thursday, Dolores Atiyeh, Ore-
gon first lady for the past eight
years, had time to reply: ‘

“He has been a super governor.
He cared and devoted his life and
time trying to make government
work well for the people of Ore-
gon. :

“He’s a sincere person and feels
one of his pluses is that he dele-
gated and expected good work

from his people.”
Dolores Atiyeh will be remem-
. . - =]

— — . ., A

bered for her many interests. She
is a warm and sincere person and
was always very accessible.
During her First Lady stint,
there were many times she defini-
tely did not delegate. An excellent

hostess, but always the thrifty

wife, Dolores helped cater many of
the countless functions at the gov-
ernor’s Winter St. home, and did

[ ..
- N P Y

much of the gardening in the yard.

However, there were times she
did complain about the home,
which was fine for a family home
but sub-standard for a governor’s
abode.

- I remember one day she coped
beautifully as a gracious hostess
for an afternoon coffee and never
let it slip that a crack in the base-
ment floor had the room below
flooded.

The governor says he’s going to
go fishing after the transition is
complete, but friends say a trip to
Hawaii for the Atiyehs might be
on the calendar.

There’s a comedian working
under the cloak of darkness, re-
ports John Ahlbin.
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T he Goldschmldt era be 1ns

| 3 "'\"'

hl u.‘d
: Two separate but related moods"""“'exclte-

ment and expectation — permeated the State Capl- \

tol Monday as Democrat Neil Goldschmidt was”

sworn in as Oregon’s 33rd governor. The immedi- :
ate challenge for Goldschmidt is to’ sustain both' _
- Mark Hatfield, the only other living ex-governor,

moods for as long as possible. -

Political, economic and social realltles have a -

way of intruding on the euphoria that always ac-
companies change. Goldschmidt is realistic
enough to understand that, but his inaugural day
was energized by his youth, his enthusiasm and his
potential. Few of the two thousand or so people

who filled the Capitol could escape the sense that .

this 46-year-old dynamo is ready — even eager —
to take charge. And the whoops and cheers and
applause indicate that a lot of people are ready for
him to do ]ust that. .

Monday was, appropriately, Goldschmidt’

day But as is usually the case in these events,

when the new order enters the old order exits. Vic
Atiyeh, as decent a man as ever held the state’s
highest office, was uncharacteristically emotional
in his farewell message. It was.a personal, touch-
ing speech designed not to detract from Gold-
schmidt’s celebration ‘but to put the finishing

brushstrokes on a 28-year career of public service. -
The applause that swept over Atiyeh when hé en-
tered the House chamber and later when he fin-

ished speaking was a sign of genuine and deserved
admiration for a man who did his best under
trymg. often agonizlng clrcumstances :

Other ties to the past were also in evidence
Audrey McCall, widow of one of the most popular

governors in Oregon history (and the governor to

whom Goldschmidt is most often compared),
brought a speclal poignance to the 1naugural Con-

ﬂLj . R s o DR

ﬂpk"[\'-p-[aﬁ. iy r.ge;x(mﬁﬂ,& "'X.‘vh.. "{" '.'b“?

N ary 1959. ~ :

Sy L
' gressman Denny Smith, son of rormer Gov. Elmo,
'Smith, was there. And there was former Gov, Bob
Straub Oregon’s last Democratic chief executive”
before Goldschmidt, greeting old friends and hav-

“ing the time of his life. One wished that U.S. Sen.

could have attended to complete the roster. But he
was tied up in Washington, D.C., and sent his top

assistant, Gerry Frank, &s his representative. .

“ For the record, at 46 Goldschmidt becomes
the seventh youngest governor of Oregon. The
youngest was Jay Bowerman, who was only 33 at
the time he assumed office in June 1910. Bower- -
man was president of the Oregon Senate and as-

' cended to the governorship when Gov. Frank Ben-
.son resigned because of ill health. More recently,

Hatfield was 36 when he became governor in Janu-

57 'k wb‘“V

- Some raulted Goldschmidt’s lnaugural addres
because it lacked specifics. We found its general-
ized, inspirational theme appropriate to the occa-,
sion. There is plenty of time for specifics and for
the day-to-day grind of political reality. Monday's
speech was designed to set a tone and it did that. It -
was designed to lay out the new governor’s overall
philosophy. It did that. It was designed, in a way
reminiscent of a young John F. Kennedy’s inaugu-
ral 26 years ago, to foster the idea that a new .
vitality has assumed power. It did that. = 2

>~

Neil Goldschmldt undoubtedly = has” 'some .

; -'rough days ahead as he begins the inevitable push- '
-and-shove with the Legislature and the bureaucra- '

cy, coping with the high hopes of those who sup- '
ported him in the campaign as well as the skepti-
cism of those who didn’t. Those reality checks
begin this week. Monday was a time for celebra- :
tion and beginning. e
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“It's a job like no other,” Atlyeh con-
tinued. “It consumes you and pulls from
vou all the abilities that you have — the

1 use of your mind and the ability to
irk with and energize people.”

Once he has had time to relax, Ati-
‘h plans on starting an international
ade consulting business.

The particulars of the business are
1l sketchy. Atiyeh sald he will advise
)cal companies on prospects in other
ountries but may also tip overseas com-
anles to some opportunities in this
ountry. - - - ’ :

“With all the contacts I've made both
1ationally and internationally, I feel that

of my choice and ballot measures that
I'm interested in,” he said. “My interest
in Oregon and the quality of the state
and its growth is certainly not going to
stop just because I'm no longer gover-
nor.”

Reflecting back on his tenure as gov-
ernor, Atiyeh believes that “getting Ore-
gon In a powerful position as a contest-
ant for economic development” was one
of his greatest achievements.

This process involved more than 100
different itéms and *“days upon days of

- By JEFF MIZE  can put someth ther that would
: Of the Times makeﬁp my llvellhl,:%odmsl; my next phase Cutting red tape,” he said. “When I be-
e After of my life,” he said came governor, it (efforts to attract busi-
road mincPending much of the jagt eight S ool ness) was nonexistent. If anybody
th years on the Atiyeh will not be returning to Atiyeh thought of Oregon, they didn't think of it

mlﬂd]ng eme
ing home to Washington m@-‘%ﬁ."'ﬁﬁﬁﬂhwm Bros. Inc; the rug business that was
Own affairs, - ouaty to Ooking after hig started at the turn of the century by his

" Atiyeh, along o AL '~ father and uncle, who emigrated from- -
mmmmum';ﬁ'ﬁ? his wife of 44 yearg yy SYria, and operated by Atiyeh and his Al ; st Wl
Ves offica on Jan.‘llzm 4 Hl!hmm he two brothers for the last “m 5 AT ps his m‘:mmem
| Aty e ka0 Sk S “They’re (my brothers) retiring and u%mm&emnm_mom
meat that Included ,f,' 2-year career in state we're all getting out by the end of the involved In preveating social problems
Representatives, 14 yoars . o . th€ Oregon Houge or YeAT (1986),” he sald, explaining that the .. like crime and child abuse: Atiyeh said
years as Oregon's chief mm’qummdw third generation of Atiyehs will ‘now"" tfiat to spend more money on preventive
. The'der: s el’ecuﬂve. O t ., ~ manage the family business. ' _effortd he would have had to Inn:ttect
sworn 1 g3 3 oA consldérably since Atven v, Atiyeh also can look forward to hav-- - doublg fund the usual amount for law
different legigiatc o0 in 1959, mm,f" "2 ing a little more time to spend with his €0f ¢ and other efforts, plus ad-
|ty in the H Tepresent parts of wammn'oewu two granddaughters and one grandson, resources for prevention.
Atiyeh, Oregon House. Back in 1959, the county only nag 804 00 his hobbles, which Include an- 11, we just didn't have the luxu
| Bk . , tique gun collecting, trout fishing and money 10 Go); that® he satlz
as tho made one last official trip g poe SYC20ld Re-  directors of the Washington County His-
State’ eaate BOvernor. He gave hip |qay 0l COuDly  torical Soclety. - Atiyeh thinks his laid-back style
o o e Wi ot B9 Aty i he o puctof ng ¥ St r o s, The
governor that he will miss the most IS e o tact the talkers are most often

, traveling the state and meeting Oregoni-

The 63-year-old Re
publican
is look | ans, “I've traveled about a quarter of a

not the doers,” he said. “We've accom-

ing forw
ord 1o plished a tremendous amount during

ter almost three decades of political
service, he plans on assisting the Repub-
| lican Party from time to time and sup-

- .
4

| Many of the same slower.
-pace dctivities ag | ;
M & prof . other ;
| Bt e it | B mi RO T Bt e e
, ":;:“:'!:ﬂ and starting his own bus;:&:f" neglected | people of Oregon,” Atiyeh said. R i
‘J ) v
I Mt | e o B ™S Mo it
elht years. I've been averaging g o0 (el fulltitfor | make an appearance at & local event. 2D Who I8 going to replace him? Is
“That's not nec raging 80 hours a week . . . “I've been on the other side of request. OOV-elect Neil Goldschmidt a talker or
done In the past or (will d!g) ;‘m other governorg have i Ing the governor to do something and I a doer? x
ust happens to Who I am, | the future,” ne added. “It always know my event is the most im- “He’s going to have to. learn about
ground and we just keep wonr;m come from a retaj) back- portant one,” he said. “I get over 100 state government and that will take him
- e i That's how I am, requests a month and I can't fulfill them a while to do,” he said.
Tura to ATIVE Page 24 all.. . . Turning them down is a chore I “I'm ready, of course, to assist him
| just don't like. . . . |” Atiyeh added. “If he's successful,
Although Atiyeh is leaving Salem af- Oregon Is going to be successful. And I

certainly have never diminished, nor
will T ever, my deep concern for the

forward movement of my %

.t b ' L ’J '
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By TOM DETZEL
The Reﬂmm

SALEM!— Outgoing Gov. Jauu-
yeh said an emotional” farewell
Wednesday to some of his more persis-
tent critics during the past eight years

— membgrs of the Capltol press oqrpit
nizing the extent to which he has made:

eran Assoclated Press - Reporter
Charles E, Beggs, who has covered the
last three governors. .. o r‘ 5~‘-‘§:’ e
> Beggs credited Atlyem with being
more accessible to reporters than all
of them, including the late Gov. Tom

half of the press corps.
“Obviously you have agreed at

said, “Rarely have you strained to take
shots at me.”

The Republican governor has held
weekly “media availabilities” through-
out his two terms in office, usually
hour-long briefings that sometimes did
and sometimes didn’t make news,

Remarking on that fact, Atlyeh
joked that reporters usually showed up
anyway, “I suppose hoping that I'm
going to crash on the third turn.”

| / !

Atiyeh was gtvau a plaque reeog-ﬁ

himself available for media !ntm;
views. Presenting the plaque was vet-

McCall. The award was made on be-

times and disagreed,” thé& govemnor °

GoVernor bids farewell
fo Capitol press corps

“Just because he has a Democratic
it R majority doesn't mean it’s going to be
: : Wy .. easy,” he said. “It's much more com-
+plicated- than he thinks it Is.". .
. ‘@’He declined to cﬂtlciu former
tglate . Insurance - “Commissioner -
. Josephine Driscoll, who took a job with
an insyrance company she had been !
o muins just :{);_ee& after resigning

e Auyensnld hedisagreeswlth those
’  who haye presumed that Driscoll was
in nnar way being rewarded for. not,
" being afstrong regulator as a commis-
.-sloner. Goldschmidt had similarly at-
tacked Driscoll during last year’s gu-
bematorla] campaign.

521 say to whoever: ydu prove to me
l.hat Josephine Driscoll did something
that was in opposltlon to the public
trust,” he said. ¢

Atlyeh sald he hopes the Legislal
ture does not rush “pell mell” into ap*
proving a law that would restrict state

regulators from taking jobs in a prlr
* The govemor’ comments came at vatesector industry until a year artey
his findl media availability before he leaving their state post.
leaves office next!l onday. In other re- . He lnld sk il ke it i
® Atiyeh offered some advice to n- _for the state to recruit qualified people
coming Democratic governor Neil from the private sector. “It's a sacri-
Goldschmidt, saying - Goldschmidt fice itself to come and work for the
should be “cautious” in his dealings State. Why make it more of a sacri-

ﬂce?" he sald.
with the Legislature. g ; . SN e
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_ Atiyeh. Forees: beyond the control of
| ministration took hold of the state.

- |. bottom dropped out of the lumber mark
".fqme for the state’s No. 1 industry: -’
A O yeh reacted t6 the economic slnd with a tlght rein

Vic’s comeback

Victor George Atiyeh, who went from 20 years as a
Washington County businessman-legislator to two full
terms as governor of Oregon, will step down from the
state’s highest elective office on Monday. :

He will have served 2,926 days as chief executive of his
native state. Atiyeh is only the fourth governor to serve
two, full four-year terms. He will be tied with Mark Hat-
field for longest tenure, or actual days in office.

Atlyeh leaves office with Oregonians split in their
opinion of his record the past eight years. Some of these
are people who earlier gave Atiyeh unqualified support.
He drew 62 percent of the vote in the 1982 campalgn for a
second term, which, it might be remembered, came in the
midst of economic downtlme Too many, perhaps. have
been abrupt in judgmg his stewardship.

No Oregon’head of state in this cen ry, save for the
early. Depression years, faced tougher§economics than

4 -Oregon 'was af the peak of an upwa

‘on state’ spending_ anda commitment tb smooth out the
. peaks and troughs of those timber cycléd. The strategy he
- chose was.dlvers1f1cat.lon of the econorjy to attract new

S1mply, one of the most responsxble
There are 50 many Atiyeh tou

It was not that many months ago

to insure a place for Oregon at the hxg}g successful Expo
ite the howls of
those who said he was riding a wgg{:: elephant, the

86 in Vancouver, British Columbia. D

‘governor traversed a financial tightro $290,000 from
the Oregon-Emergency Board’s tax money, $2 million
from the state lottery and nearly a Hhalf-million from

__private citizens and business.
4, +Then he convinced a former leglslatlve colleague, -

retired Corvalhs publ;sher Bob Ingalls, .to put it all
together. The result was one of the top 10 sites for
visitations. at the most successful world’s fair in four
decades. . : T S W e S

yeh and his ad-

cycle when the.
w1th shattenng :

Hillsboro Argus

January 8,
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A final moving experience

After speeches,

Atiyehs pack
pasprnznd o

By Mary Parkinson

Eight years of commitment-
filled 17-hour days are over for
Dolores Atiyeh, Oregon’s first lady
since 1979.

“I’'m ready to be mama again.
To get to know my grandchildren.
To become reacquainted with my
old neighbors and friends,” she
said.

But early Friday another long
day stretched ahead.

Cardboard boxes were piled
high on the green carpet of the
brick house at 796 Winter St. NE,
the Atiyehs’ residence during his
two terms as governor.

By late afternoon the Atiyehs
were moved out, preparing to re-
verse the process in their Beaver-
ton home.

A moving day is no different for
a first lady than for anyone else,
Dolores Atiyeh said as she paused
on the stairway leading to the sec-

- ond floor of the Salem house.

“Getting things packed right is
always a concern,” she said. “You
want to be able to know when
you're done where things have
been packed.

“Where 1 differ from most peo-
ple, perhaps, is that I have larger

amounts of certain kinds of

things, such as china place set- -

tings for 36, lots of linens and
cardtables.”

She’s faced with getting those
belongings and the furnishings

they have gathered during their
years in Salem into a house that is
smaller than the 2,649-square foot
Winter Street residence.

While preparing for the move
she sent loads of discards to com-

T —

\ Statesman-Joumal photo by Ron Cooper
Friday was moving day for Dolores Atiyeh. She said she didn’t have a lot of help.

munity service organizations. She
still has some of the inevitable
leftovers with which she doesn’t
know quite what to do.

Turn to Move.} Page 2A.
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Gov. Vic Atiyeh asked the ques-
tion: “Are you the best governor

_ Oregon ever had?” # e

The governor rephed. “Ask Do-
lores.”

So I did.

In the midst of movmg on
Thursday, Dolores Atiyeh,.Ore-
gon first lady for the past elght
years, had time to reply: :

“He has been a super governor.
He cared and devoted his life and
time trying to make government
work well for the people of Ore-
gon. G AR e B

'“He’s a sincere person and feels
one of his pluses is that he dele-
gated and expected good work

from his people.”
Dolores Atiyeh will be remem-
LGN ] - m

bered for her many thrests She
is a warm and sincere person and
was always very accessible.

Dunng her First Lﬂdy stint,
there were many times she defini-
tely did not delegate. An excellent .
hostess, but always the thrifty’
wife, Dolores helped cater many of *
the countless functions at the gov--
ernor’s Winter St. home. and did

3
- ;
— - AR, A - ol

much of the gardening in the yard.

However, there were times she
did complain about the -home,
which was fine for a family home
but sub-standard for a governor’s
abode.

I remember one day she coped
beautlfully as a gracious hostess

. for an afternoon coffee and never

let it slip that a crack in the base-
ment floor had the room below
flooded.

The governor says he’s going to
go fishing after the transition is
complete, but friends say a trip to
Hawaii for the Atiyehs might be
on the calendar.
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The G_oldschmldt era be ins:’
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: 'l‘wo separate but related moods*"'““"excit&

ment and expectation — permeated the State Capi- £x

tol Monday as Democrat Neil Goldschmidt was’
sworn in as Oregon’s 33rd governor. The immedi-
ate challenge for Goldschmldt is to’ sustaln both
moods for as long as possible. *

Political, economic and social realltles have a-
way of intruding on the euphoria that always ac-.
companies ~ change. Goldschmidt . is realistic -

enough to understand that, but his inaugural day
was energized by his youth, his enthusiasm and his
potential. Few of the two thousand or so people

who filled the Capitol could escape the sense that .

this 46-year-old dynamo is ready — even eager —
to take charge. And the whoops and cheers and
applause indicate that a lot of people are ready for
him to do ]ust that.

Monday was, approprlately, Goldschmldt'

day. But as is usually the case in these events,

when the new order enters the old order exits. Vic
Atiyeh, as decent a man as ever held the state’s
highest office, was uncharacteristically emotional
in his farewell message. It was a personal, touch-
ing speech designed not to detract from Gold-
schmidt’s celebration but to put the finishing
brushstrokes on a 28-year career of public service.’

The applause that swept over Atlyeh when hé en-
tered the House chamber and later when he fin-

ished speaking was a sign of genuine and deserved
admiration for a man who did his best under
trymg. orten agonlzlng clrcurnstances.

Other ties to the past were also in evidence.
Audrey McCall, widow of one of the most popular
governors in Oregon history (and the governor to
whom Goldschmidt is most often compared),
brought a speclal poignance to the lnaugural Con-

" ary 1959.

SESZvs 4, "ﬂ
' gressman Denny Smith, son of tormer Gov. Elmo;
'Smith, was there. And there was former Gov. Bob

Straub Oregon’s last Democratic chief executlve"_
before Goldschmidt, greeting old friends and hav- .

“ing the time of his life. One wished that U.S. Sen.

.. Mark Hatfield, the only other living ex-governor,

could have attended to complete the roster. But he
was tied up in Washington, D.C., and sent his top
assistant, Gerry Frank, as his representative.: '

“ For the record, at 46 Goldschmidt becomes
the seventh youngest governor of Oregon. The
youngest was Jay Bowerman, who was only 33 at

the time he assumed office in June 1910. Bower- -

man was president of the Oregon Senate and as-
" cended to the governorship when Gov. Frank Ben- -
.son resigned because of ill health. More recently,

Hatfield was 36 when he became governor in Janu-
i L SR

. . Some faulted Goldschmidt’s lnaugural addres
because it lacked specifics.- We found its general-

ized, inspirational theme appropriate to the occa-,

sion. There is plenty of time for specifics and for
the day-to-day grind of political reality. Monday’s

speech was designed to set a tone and it did that. It -

was designed to lay out the new governor’s overall

_philosophy. It did that. It was designed, in a way

reminiscent of a young John F. Kennedy's inaugu-

ral 26 years ago, to foster the idea that a new :

vitalityhas assumed power. It did that. §5r

Nell Goldschmldt undoubtedly has’.'some

¢y, coping with the high hopes of those who sup-

ported him in the campaign as well as the skepti-
‘cism of those who didn't. Those reality checks ',

e rough days ahead as he begins the inevitable push- '
-and-shove with the Legislature and the bureaucra-

£
{

begin this week. Monday was a tlme ror celebra- ’

e 2

tion and beglnnlng.
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) “It's a job like no other," Atiyeh con-

tinued. “It consumes you and pulls from
vou all the abllities that you have — the

GOV = 1 use of your mind and the ability to
o l 5’ e rk with and energize people.”
Once.he has had time to relax, Ati-
5 ‘h plans on starting an international
ade consulting business.

The particulars of the business are
11l sketchy. Atlyeh sald he will advise

ical companies on prospects in other
ountries but may also-tip overseas com-

anles to some opportunities in this
ountry. . _ : !
“With all the contacts I've made both

; A t ‘ye h  Continued ?rom ——

porting cendidates and issues of his
choosing. -

"I will certainly, knowing myself, be
involved at some point with candidates
of my choice and ballot measures that
I'm interested in,” he said. “My interest
in Oregon and the quality of the state
and its growth is certainly not going to
stop just because I'm no longer gover-
nor.”

Reflécting back on his tenure as gov-
ernor, Afiyeh believes that “getting Ore-
gon In a powerful position as a contest-
ant for €conomic development” was one
of his greatest achievements.
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By TOM DETZEL
The Register-Guard

SALEM.— Outgoing Gov. Vic Ati-
yeh sald -an emotional farewell
Wednesday to some of his more persis-

himself avallable for media inter-
views, Presenting the plaqie was vet-
eran Assoclated Press Reporter
Charles E, Beggs, who has covered the
last three governors.

‘Beggs credited Atiyeh: with belns
more accessible.to reporters than all
of them, including the late Gov. Tom

half of the press corps.

“Obviously you have agreed at
times and disagreed,” the governor
said, "Rarely have you strained to take
shots at me.”

.+The Republican governor has held
weekly “media availabilities” through-
out his ‘two terms in office, usually
hour-long briefings that sometimes did
and sometimes didn't make news.

Remarking on that fact, Atiyeh
Joked that reporters usually showed up
| anyway, “I suppose hoping that I'm
; gol)g to crash on the third turn.”

tent critics during the past eight years.
— members of the Capitol press corps. ‘_‘

Atiyeh was given a plaque recog- .
nizing the extent to which he has made -

McCall. The award was made on be-, -

He’ll surrendgr postﬂMonday

The governor’s| comments came at

his final media a bility before he
leaves office next Monday In other re-
marks: ‘
o Atiyeh offered some advice to in-
coming Democratic governor Neil
Goldschmidt, saying
should be “cautious” in his dealings
with the Legislature. ... .

Goldschmidt:

Governor bids farewell
fo Capitol press corps

“Just because he has a Democratic
majority doesn't mean it's going to be
easy,” he sald. “It's much more com-
plicated than he thinks it Is.”. -

o He declined to criticize former !
state Insurance ‘- Commissioner
Josephine Driscoll, who took a job with

‘an Insurance. comparny. she had been !

regulating just a week after resigning.
rromherstatepost.

Atlyeh mid he disagrees with those
who have presumed that Driscoll was
in some way being rewarded for not,
being a strong regulator as a'commis-
gloner. Goldschmidt had similarly at-
tacked Driscoll during last year's gu-
bernatorial campaign.

“I say to whoever, you prove to me
that Josephine Driscoll did something
that was in opposltlon to the public
trust,” he said.

Atlyeh said ‘he’ hopes the
ture does not rush “pell mell” into ap-
proving a law that would restrict slau}
regulators from taking jobs in a pri~
vatesector industry until a year arter
leaving thelr state post. " -+

He sgid that would make it tougher:
for the state to recruit qualified people
from the private sector. “It's a sacri-
fice itself to come and work: for the
state. ' Why" make lt more of a' sacrl~
fice?” he said. < %

1
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Vic's comeback

Victor George Atiyeh, who went from 20 years as a
Washington County businessman-legislator to two full
terms as governor of Oregon, will step down from the
state’s highest elective office on Monday.

He will have served 2,926 days as chief executive of his
native state. Atiyeh is only the fourth governor to serve
two, full four-year terms. He will be tied with Mark Hat-
field for longest tenure, or actual days in office.

Atiyeh leaves office with Oregonians split in their
opinion of his record the past eight years. Some of these
are people who earlier gave Atiyeh unquallfled support.
He drew 62 percent of the vote in the 1982 campaign for a
second term, which, it might be remembered, came in the
midst of economic "downtime. Too many, perhaps, have
been abrupt in judging his stewardship. ¢

- No Oregon head of state in this ce ry, save for the
early Depression years, faced tougheryeconomics than

Atiyeh. Forces: beyond the control of yeh and his ad-
ministration took hold of the state. " :
Oregon was af the peak of an upw. cycle when the

bottom dropped out of the lumber mark with shattermg :
fotce for the state’s No. 1 mdustryx . %
- Atiyeh reacted to'the economic Skld with a tight rein’
on state spending_anda commitment tb smooth .out the
peaks and troughs of those timber cycled. The strategy he
chose was diversification of the economjy to attract new
employers, E
- = The governorship style of the Po
lack the bells and whistles of the
ministration that preceded by four ,y
- boyant Neil Goldschmidt who will fo
simply, one of the most responsible.

There are so many Atiyeh touches. They will be
around to benefit so many Oregonians yet to be born.
It was not that many months ago hefhad the foresight

to insure a place for Oregon at the highly successful Expo
86 in Vancouver, British Columbia. Despite the howls of
those who said he was riding a white elephant, the
governor traversed a financial tightropé — $290,000 from
the Oregon-Emergency Board’s tax money, $2 million
from the state:lottery and nearly a HKalf-million from
private citizens and business.

“Then he convinced a former legislative colleague,
retired Corvallis publisher Bob Ingalls, to put it all |-
together. The result was one of the top 10 sites for
visitations at the most successful world’s fair in four
decades. o B L




Atiyeh rates A for candor

Former Gov. Vic Atiyeh, who
stepped down from office last
Monday, ran an open office as far
as the press is concerned. During
his eight-year tenure, he conduct-
ed about 400 “media availability”
sessions for reporters and editors.
That figures to nearly one every
week.

Shortly before he completed his
final term of office, Atiyeh was
given a plaque by Chuck Beggs,
Associated Press reporter at the
Capitol. Beggs is president of the
Capitol press corps, a loose-knit
group of press and electronic news
people who work full time cover-
ing state government in Salem.
The association numbers about a
dozen people most of the time, but
membership doubles when the

Legislature comes to town. .~

'\ The nicely designed plaque was
in recognition of Atiyeh’s enlight-
ened attitude toward the news
media. He or his press chief,
Denny Miles, was available almost
day and night to answer questions
from reporters. In fact, on some

» 0 -
. “X
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called the Statesman-Journal to
volunteer information.

We in the news business deeply
appreciate that openness.

This willingness to be available
and to talk about events and is-
sues has been a service to all Ore-
gonians, not just the news media.
Atiyeh realizes far more than most
public officials that reporters in a
large sense represent the public,

which depends on newspapers,

radio and television to learn about
government.

Atiyeh also has been available
to meet with our editorial board
many times during his years in of-

major stories, one or the other has

fice. At those sessions we always
found him to be candid and well-
informed.

All but one of those sessions
were in the Statesman-Journal
conference room. On that one oc-
casion, however, the board ar-
ranged to visit with the governor
in his office complex in the Capi-
tol. That was our idea, as I recall,
in recognition of his willingness to
come to our conference room to
visit with us whenever we invited
him.
While the Statesman-Journal at
times has been a bit unkind in its
editorial comments about Atiyeh,
we will remember him as a fair
and candid governor who didn’t
duck the tough questions we put
to him. That’s high praise for any
political figure.. v .\ '™ pgin

‘We_hope that same pattern of.
openness and candor will continue’
in the news media’s relationship
with Gov. Neil Goldschmidt and
his press chief, Floyd McKay. :

Van Elsenhol Is senlor edilor of the Statesman-
Journal.

ey



Public co.mmunicat_ion /g /27

Atiyeh treated media right

Little more than a week ago
something truly rare occurred at
the Capitol: The press corps hon-
ored a politician for his long rec-
ord of accessibility.

This sort of thing doesn’t hap-
pen often. For one thing, report-
ers, living up to their irreverent
anti-authority image, pay honors
to hardly anyone. And more and
more, politicians are less and less
accessible.

The occasion was Vic Atiyeh’s
final press conference as governor.

In his eight years as governor,
Atiyeh put on about 400 of these
weekly shindigs. Usually, they
were culminated by the reporters
running out of things they wanted
to ask about.

At the close of this meeting, As-
sociated Press reporter Charles
Beggs, outgoing president of the
press corps, presented the Repub-
lican politician a plaque paid for
by the reporters.. .
| “I’'ve covered three governors,”
' Beggs told Atiyeh, “and you've
been the most accessible."And that
| includes Tom McCall.”

Atiyeh’s eyes watered. The pre-
sentation was obviously a sur-
prise. Clearly, he was moved.

One broadcast journalist noted
that Atiyeh surely had put on'a
bunch of media availabilities 'in
his tenure as governor.

Well, of course he had. These
weekly press conferences were cer-
tainly important to radio and TV
types as well as the rest of us look-
ing for a governor’s reaction to
whatever was in the news at the
time.

But 400 or so media availabili-
ties isn’t what political accessibili-
ty is about. What made Atiyeh un-
usual in today’s political climate
was his willingness to return re-
porters’ phone calls.

Reporters from news outlets big

= S

| Commentary
e |

Ron

Blankenbaker

and small have all had experiences
in which Atiyeh returned their
calls. He did it even if they were
late at night or on weekends. He
did it even if the questions to be
asked were losers for the politician
to answer.

The current occupants of the
Capitol, including new governor
Neil Goldschmidt and 90 legisla-
tors, may not admire Atiyeh. But
they may want to think long and
hard about providing Atiyeh-style
accessibility.

It’s probably too soon to judge
Goldschmidt, but if the perfor-
mance of his transition effort as
well as his first few days as gov-
ernor is any sample, it doesn’t get
the job done.

.,Contact with Goldschmidt, once
he won the election, has been for
mpst reporters purely an exercise
in “Interview-by-appointment —
except that no appointments were
made.

This is too bad, because most
reporters don’t need formal inter-
views most of the time. What they
need is timely responses to ques-
tions in order to inform the public.

So far, though, the Goldschmidt
administration seems intent on
limiting media contact to press
conferences loaded up with so
many members of the administra-
tion that actual reporters often
can’t get into the room, much less
get a question answered.

When Goldschmidt called a
press conference to announce his
plans for the state’s Corrections
Division, the regular press inter-
view room wasn'’t big enough.

It was plenty big enough for the
press. What it couldn’t house was
the peanut gallery that Gold-
schmidt brought with him, a sort
of Greek chorus at the ready to
imply agreement by its presence.

At a recent budget briefing, also
overcrowded with administration
hangers-on, one of the administra-
tive types out of camera range had
a large sign made up with ques-
tions — a device to prompt the
press toward a helpful context.

But Goldschmidt is new here.
Perhaps time will temper the gov-
ernor and his team into more in-
formative and less exploitative
modes of communication.

Legislative leadership has no
such excuse. Press contact with
House Speaker Vera Katz and
Senate President John Kitzhaber
wasn’t good in the 1985 session.
Now it seems to be worsening,

Contact with Katz is almost im-
possible. One reporter has ob-
served that it might be easier to
dial the White House for a quick
comment from Ronald Reagan.

The occasional dog-and-pony
shows for the press when Kitz-
haber or Katz wants to promote
a personal agenda, such as last
session’s sales tax, are hardly open
communication with the public.

And these feeble efforts at stage
management, which more and
more legislative types seem intent
on emulating, don’t cut it as acces-
sibility with the public.

That’s all that returning a re-
porter’s phone call is really about
— communicating with the public

Ron Blankenbaker Is a Statesman-Journal writer
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é yeh remembered La Grande Observer
llt :

e agony of the final four years., '

President Reagan enjoyed smashing pbpularlty in his
first term, easily defeating Walter Mondale in 1984 to sail
into his second term. The Iran affair has tarnished his
effectiveness; .and with the new Dempcrat-controlled
Senate in place, it will be much more difficult for Reagan to.
achieve his aims in t.he next two years. ;

- Gov, Vic Atl)gehl too, enjoyed a good measure of
- success -in his first term (1979-82). His achievements
included improved state management, refdrms in workers’
compensation and the welfare system, andjthe establishing
. of energy and economic development pr ams He was
" reelected by a large margm in 1982, a year at Oregon was
battlmg a recession.

BUT HOW QUICKLY populanty fddes in political
hfe Atiyeh in the past four years has become known as a
“caretaker governor,” holding on to the wheel while
Oregon rides out an economic storm. The state has been
strapped for funds during the recession and has not taken
.~ on many ‘new programs.-As‘Atiyeh leaves offxce Jan. 12,
. the'school funcF ing dilemima persists..

i A‘mcent*gnll,,wn&ucted for The, Of onian, showed -
,nly pemmntmw Atiyeh’s:: jobs a8
3 Anoths *ﬁpnmmtmdhq s done a*‘ggod”"
cent rated his perfqrm nce A&s not very,
feopt cH edyiejpor. g "‘_, iy S
- S 5 3 i’t r,w t*ﬁ E"£4 {
s T fonr ears, Oragohmna are. growm’ weary of a slow
economy, ile Gov.-elect:Neil Goldschniidt may not bea
“'miracle worker, people are hoping he will provide effective
leadership in economic development. {The state’s economy
may be getting set to rebound anyway. Any governor in
Salem - Democrat or e(i)ubhcan woul be a le to drink
from the cup of i improv condltxons ) ,-:.{ ;

THOSE REFLECTING on Atlyeh’s service to the
state should consider his performance over both terms.
Here is a native Oregonian and Portland businessman who
has made a solid contribution to political life, serving 20,
years in the Legxslature before bemg elected governor.

Atiyeh, who ‘will open a privaté consulting firm'on
-international trade, should be remembered as the man who
"helped undo the “‘Visit Oregon, but don't stay’’ i impression
' of an earlier governor. Gov. Atiyeh made!several trips to

the Orient; t1 ] gto attract industry to Or¢gon and sell our
,._.,gé g dversas; "The "phrgse; > “Oregonl® ig7 openefor-
i pﬂ | sﬁ‘,w\?}{{!’#gﬂiﬁé notqri'qe,y bé‘ca&sﬂ q{fbrtsgnnmq b
W A TRy e

In hlsl quiet, unassummg way, Atlyeh has served

| Qregqqxanp b9n°¥ably and viev!;ln adks ._.a--l-—-—-—""""

—




\

Register-Guara

(Cir. D. 69,287)
i (Cir. 8. T2,733)
JAN 11987

J“en's P.C. B [Lst 1888

|

Aésessing the
S

The first day of 1987 is a good time to reflect’
on the eight years of Vic Atiyeh’s service as Ore-
gon’s 32nd governor. HE wilt turmover the job to'
Neil Goldschmidt on Jan. 12.

A recent poll corﬁmissioued by The (Port-
land) Oregonian shows Oregon citizens evenly
split, with 45 percent saying Atiyeh has done a
good or excellent job and 44 percent saying not
very good or poor. Pollster J. Roy Bardsley says,
“This is a weak rating . . . certainly no better than
mediocre.” That assessment is a little harsh. f

Atiyeh himself concedes the accuracy of thel
poll but argues that his ratings would be better if'
the public knew more about all the good things he
has done. He claims that he has never been good
at blowing his own horn. He takes a kind of defen<
sive pride in differing from other politicians by
being more interested in results than publicity. !

While this may reflect admirable hum:
modesty, it is a handicap for a governor: If he had
possessed a better knack for public relations, Atu)
yeh could have been more effective in drummi
up_support. for his ideas in the Legislature
beyond. Even strong supporters criticize him fo
lacking a desirable dimension of leadership, som
thing many hope to see restored to the office by,
the more dynamic Goldschmidt.

This legitimate criticism notwithstanding, n
fraud was perpetrated here. Atiyeh never claim
to be exciting, and when they voted for him in 1978
and again in 1982 Oregonians did not have the
mistaken idea that they were electing a movie
star. They wanted a stable, knowledgeable mana-
ger who could run the state government, and that's
what they got. :

The most important thing that happened to
Oregon during Atiyeh’s tenure was a devastating
economic recession. This was beyond any gover-
nor’s power to control. Oregon's economy went
down with the national economy, and because o{
its peculiar dependencies Oregon went down dee
er and stayed down longer. It is still not all the wzg
back to normal. , o

During the recession years, it became Ati;
yeh's task and-that} of the Legislature to adjust
state government to constricted fiscal realities. Al-
lowing for the normal quota of false starts and
missteps, both met the challenge. They made pain-
ful cuts in state programs, but protected essentials.
And they did what a President and Congress have

i

Atiyeh years

lacked the courage to do at the national level —
raise taxes to help close revenue gaps.

The recession made economic diversification
Atiyeh’s highest priority outside of keeping a firm
hand on the state budget and the bureaucracy. He
launched a series of business-promoting trips
abroad, concentrating on the Far East. It’s impossi-
ble to say how much good these have done, but
Atiyeh’s missionary work could pay off in expand-
ed Pacific Rim trade and investments in Oregon
long after he is out of office. He deserves credit for
trying, and for realizing that this selling job could
only be done by the governor, especially in the Far
East.

On more traditional issues, the Atiyeh record
is mixed.

@ Taxes and tax reform: He switched around
a surprising amount. He supported the 114 percent
property tax rate limit that was on the ballot when
he was first elected in 1978, then opposed its four
biennial successors. He floated a giant, instantly
doomed “net receipts” tax proposal in 1983 after

‘having been re-elected on a no-new-taxes plat-

form. And he Introduced and campaigned for a
sales tax,plan in 1985 after opposing sales taxes
throughout his prgylous political life.

. .@ The environment: He didn’t tinker much
with the broad statutory protections that were gen-
erally in place by the time he took office. Predict-
ably, he sided with the timber industry on forest
management issues such as wilderness expansion.
But he gets less credit than he deserves for giving
firm and constant support to the state land-use
planning program, steering it toward needed com-
promises to protect it from a potential citizens’
revolt.

® Education: He could not solve the puzzle of
a perverse state school finance system that allows
some schools to close in the middle of the year,
although hope of doing so helped persuade him to
try for a sales tax. And he proved a better friend of
higher education at the end than in the beginning,
giving the public college and university system
budget priorities in the 1983 and 1985 sessions that .
halted a serious, long-tem} erosion of state sup-
port. - |

All things considered, Atiyeh has been a good |
governor. Not:great. Certainly not colorful. But
solid, steady and competent. In a variety of ways,
he was right for the times.

B = e o TR —_—
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Steady economic progress

Governor sets pace

Public opinion polls reveal high expections
for Gov.-elect Neil Goldschmidt’s
performance in office. People want his
campaign themes of action and achievement
to come alive and transform the state. .

Gov. Vic Atiyeh leaves office with
Oregonians nearly evenly split in their
opinion of his record the past eight years.
These are the same people who gave Atiyeh
unqualified support with 61 percent of the
vote in the 1982 gubernatorial election, - 4

We all stand to benefit from a Goldschmidt
success story, but none of us should purse .,
great hopea for miraculous turnarounds and -
instant economic recovery, . 7

Goldschmidt does not assume the
governorship with a burden to save the state, ‘5
any more than Atiyeh leaves holdmg the bag i

{

for eight years of lean times.

Economic forces beyond the control of
both men and their administrations shape — |
and occasionally jerk and yank — the state’s
economy. How Oregon reacts to those
changes and prepares for other changes is
something for which they are accountable.

_ new employers. i.:

1 to see how the

Oregon was at the peak of an up cycle
when the bottom dropped out of the lumber
market. Half a dozen years later an
automated timber industry is producing the

, same amount of lumber with a third fewer
! workers.

Atiyeh reacted to the plunge with a tight
rein on state spending and a commitment to
smooth out the peaks and troughs of those
timber cycles. The strategy he chose was
diversifjcation of the economy by attractmg

{ J 84118 ol
'=+As:Atiyeh leaves ofﬁce, hd is somewhat like
an orchardist who retires years before he gets
seedh‘x;‘%s he cultivated will
grow and bear fruit. Work in the orchard is
not as colorful and immediately rewarding as
selling fresh-cut flowers, but the beneﬁts are

' longer-lasting.

Atiyeh’s labors should not be overlooked or
forgotten when the harvest comes. |

Likewise, Goldschmidt must be allowed to
proceed at his own pace. No miracles are
expected; no quick fixes or patch jobs are

~ wanted.
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Oregon. for one more week. Oregon-
ians are ambivalent about his
record, if we can believe the polls.
Half the residents of Oregon think
he’s been a good governor. Half
don’t. The first half i is correct.

Atlyeh’ 8 -critics, and obviously
there are many of them, have heen
led by those who have demanded
more,-imore of lots of/things, from
the state, ‘But the voters have been
unwilling to give him the essential
tool - of ““more,” which is money,
spelled m-o»n-e-y

Had the state had more money,
lots of it, it could have increased the

. state’s share of school costs, thereby

lowering property taxes. Had it had
more money it could have built more
prison cells, thereby keeping more
criminals off the streets. Had it had
more money it could have kept the

tuition at Oregon’s colleges and-

universities lower. Had it had more

money it could have brought every
highway in the state up to interstate
freeway standards. And on and on
and on.

The public perception of Atlyeh
as h governor who didn’t do much

e alive just as the state’s econo-
mwent dead. Voters refused to
pass a ‘gales tax; and the state’s
income tax already was one of the
very highest in the nation. The state.
couldn’t “soak the'rich” because to
get | the necessary ‘funds from still
higher income taxes it would' have
had to-declare évery family with

.more than $10,000 annual income to
: bench

‘Atiyeh is not. a flamboyant guy
by nature. Voters knew that when
they twice elected him to the state’s
highest office. They expected him to
do -as well as possible with the
resources they gave him. And he did

that.
/
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Atlyeh had misfortune
- to lead at wrong time

The days in office for Gov. Vic
> Atiyeh have dwmdled to a précious
few.

Soon, Nell Goldschmldt will take
over in Salem. He’s promised ef-
: forts to spark the Oregon economy
and he’s started replacing Atiyeh
* department heads.

Fate wasn’t kind to Vic Atiyeh in
his two terms as governor.

L]

He faced a declining
economy that
twisted state gov- ;
ernment every way
butloose. .:

He won the office on his second
try, defeating incumbent Gov. Bob
Straub in 1978, then won convinc-
ing re-election' in 1982 over Ted
Kulongoski. ,

A thoroughly decent, though
unexciting, office-holder, Atiyeh
faced a declining economy that
twisted Oregon state government
every way but loose.

Programs were cut, employees
laid off and others demoted, and
taxes raised as the Legislature
and the governor struggled to keep
the budget in equilibrium. It didn’t
happen without rancor, though, all
things considered, it could have
been worse:

Atiyeh and the Legislature faced
repeated special legislative ses-
sions, including the longest ever —
37daysin 1982.

All major Oregon institutions

R

. 'were -

&

suffered as the .state agonized
through the worst timber reces-
sion since the Great Depression.

It was not a time when most
would want to be governor but, as
Atiyeh said recently, ‘‘you take the
years you get.”’

Atiyeh did his best with a dif-
ficult situation and generally
handled the cuts with compassmn
and competence.

Atiyeh had some difficulties
with sgme of his early appoint-
ments, | but his biggest failings
ose he simply couldn’t
help: hé had a bad economy and he

- .. lacked the crowd appeal that can
.= contribute greatly to a person’s

S5 leade hip. That was a telling
in his relatlonshlp with
Leg lature.

The governor made strenuous
effortsa to promote Oregon as a
good investment for foreign high-
tech firms and that seems to have
paid off, though Oregon high-tech
facilities in general took a beating
in 1986;with thousands of layoffs.
Visits he made to Pacific Rim
countries will continue to pay off in
the future, he said recently. We
hope so.

We see Atiyeh’s tenure as one of
earnest attempts to deal with
frustrating cucumstanc&s largely
beyond one person’s control. Good
economic times would have helped
him unmeasurably, but that was
nottobe. -

Atiyeh did his best for Oregon.
Between his eight years as gov-
ernor and his 20 in the Legislature,
he gavf the state a lot and, even
though times weren’t the best he

dmerves thanks. We wish hly

well. |

Klamath Falls Herald & News
January 5,

1987
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L]
gnéging Vic Atiyeh for gover-

nor in 1978, The Oregonian expected
from him “hard work, honesty and
careful decisions, slowly developed.”
And that’s what Oregon received
during his eight years in office. We
had many disagreements with him
over those years, but never doubted
that he was working as he thought
right on Oregon’s behalf.

Atiyeh’s time as governor was a
difficult period for Oregon for rea-
sons largely out of his control, as the
state plummeted from prosperity
into a deep, stubborn recession. It
was a period.that focused the gover-
nor’s attention on the nuts and bolts
of government and on the need for

diversifying the state’s eqonomy by::
= River Gorgd. Even though we dis-

recruiting new business.

Economiic develogment is a long"

term proposition. Atiyeh acted on
_the idea that the Far East, especially
Japan, is a natural business partner
for Oregon and that regular, person-

al saleslhanshipisnoeded Itig easy

. to disparage a politician’s overseas
travel, but it also is easy to overlook
the beneﬁts that high-level contacts
produce.

Those contacts, for instance, con-
vinced Atiyeh that Oregon’s unitary
method of taxing multinational cor-
porations doing business in the state
was a major barrier to attracting
Japanese plants, and he called the
Legislature into special session to
repeal it. The gambit worked; at least
some of the additions to Oregon’s so-
called Silicon Forest were dividends
from that policy change.

On other matters we and others
criticized the governor for failing to
take the lead or follow through in
resolving difficult state problems.

/

~land’s light-
.tion of th need to work with
“WashingtonZto obtain a bistate pro-

§tate

Sometimes the governor responded
that maintaining a high profile was
not his style tgnd that he preferred to
work out of the limelight. He certain-
ly was right/on that self-appraisal,
but his low-keéy approach and prefer-
ence for letting his managers do the
managing make it difficult to judge
where credit is due,

Oregonians should not forget
Atiyeh’s leadership in the fund-rais-
ing drive for; public purchase of the
banks of the{lower Deschutes River,
his important support of state fund-
ing of a portion of the cost of Port-
line, and his recogni-

posal for preserving the Columbia

agreed withhe approach favored by
Atiyeh andjthen-Washington Gov.
John Spe: , the governors’ pro-
posal was ofe of the key steps in the
eventual of a gorge bill.

Atiyeh recognized the threat
to Oregon s Jand-use planning effort
and appoinged a respected former
legislator, ord Hansell, to head a
governor’s task force to hear com-
plaints and!recommend corrective
steps. That éredibility-building effort
helped defeat a proposed repeal of
the state planning laws.

In sum, Atiyeh’s period as steward
of Oregon government largely was
one of forced retrenchment rather
than advancement. It is time for a
new leader, a new style and new
directions in the governor’s office.
But as Vic Atiyeh — a very decent

— leaves his post, the difficul-
tles of his job and his successes in
spite of them ought to be appreciated
and remembered.

I
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TOM 'l‘OWSLEE qé i
United Press lnternatlonal

Je(
SALEM, Ore; (UPI) — Gov. Vic

State Capitol, looking back over his
eight years as- governor with the
same business-like,. managerial
style manner that became the
trademark of his two terms.

“You can’t be a Rambo out
there,” Atiyeh said in an interview
with United Press International as
he prepared to turn over the reins of
state government to Neil
Goldschmidt Jan. 12 and open a
private consulting ﬁrm on interna-
tional trade..,

A lot of people talk about domg

wﬂlcomoa!terhqleavqomes
1t ‘also’/ means: "achieving - those

assessment: will leave office with a
Oregon.

his refusal to seek publicity for his
accomplishments.
7 .“] find that those who talk a good

#ne are considered charismatic,

no one ever looks at what they’ve
done,” he said. “I honestly believe
that I did what the people of Oregon
wanted me. to do and they respect
me for it.”"

Atiyeh said he has mixed emotions
about leaving the job he has held for
eight years and compares it his
children growing up

Atiyeh sat in hi§ paneled office in the

goahwithmuhnelfw'vingghre

of ‘publicity and in the.face dr*
criticism' that he was a‘lackluster;, .
do-nothing governor who by his own -
“50-50" rating by, the people of

“It is just not my style,” he said of

and _leaving"

home. “You look forward to it, and
then that day comes$ and you find it’s
not that great,” hegaid. -

“I expect some adjustments and
that it will be toughjfor me,"” he said.
“I had eight gran years as gover-
nor of Oregon, an that is qmte an

honor.” : LN
Critics and friends agree’ that
Atiyeh was the right governor at the

right time for Oregqn a steady hand
on a ship of state-that was being
rocked by repeated blows from a na-
tional economy over which he had no
control.

_They also marve at his polltlcal

He hug a’carethker image that'

{ ﬁ(fvalld one:—~ agll not a negative;
one;’ mhstances.”

"“I'm glad we had} 1casgovemor

during those difficlilt years,” said

state Sen. Tony Mdeker of Amity,

Republican leader ¢ the Senate and

. Atiyeh, “We could nbt have made it

through those tim ith a governor
like Tom McCalll'lﬁl td

‘“You have to
torate for electing’a guy like Vic
Atiyeh to lead the state when they
didn’t know those tough-times were

coming,” he said. "{lcCall wouldn't

have madeit.”
-- Throughout his' terms Aﬂyeh

relied - on . his. conservatwe
Republican backgro\md of 35 years

/

200} ksawalleysln‘

5,4 he said. *If you'
" time try to attract business .to
iy Oregouinapmeessthatbyitsvery
+: nature had to be discreet to be suc-

ittdtheelec- ~

”Ahy%h Era’”’ ends in Oregon

in the family rug business and 20
years in the Oregon Legislature.

Much like the fatherly owner of a
family business, he was slow to
criticize loyal employees and quick
to defend state workers who became
targets for politicians.

When he came into office in 1979,
Atiyeh acknowledged the strides
Oregon had made in protecting the
environment and turned his sights
on restoring the state’s reputation as
a good place to do business and in br-
inging some reform to social service
programs.

The effort spawned two phrases:
“Oregon is open for business” and
"Trader vie.” &

*The first was his eifm to welcome-

business backwm
A\ ﬁtequent

money
- Instead,” he was’ Iomed
budsets.ra!lemxelandatthesame

cessful and thus occurred outside
the public view.

“We all want to be loved,” he said,
““and to the degree that Oregonians
know what we did, they don’t think it
was all that bad.

“I believe that if you do what you
think is right that Oregonians may
not agree with you, but they will
respect you for doing it,”’ he said.

“I wanted to be governor because
I knew I' could run it better than it
was being run,” he said. “I didn’t
just want the title, I knew the things
that could and should be done and I -
knew I could do it. '

" ““There is no better job than being
governor of astate,” Atiyeh said.
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