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25th Anniversary of Economic Opportunity Act:
APause forReflectionand Recommitment

The year 1989 marks the twenty-fifth
anniversaryof the passageof the Economic
rtunity Act. The Act, signedintolaw
on August20,1964, eliminatin ”thepara—
doxofpovertyinthemidstof ) gave
riseto well-known and well-established
programs, suchas Head Start, Legal Aid,
Job Co;q_s, VolunteersinServiceto Amer-
ica (VISTA)and Community Action.

A number of events are being planned
bothinOregonand throughoutthenationto
celebratetheanni -reunionsof;
involved in the early days of the poverty
programs,conferences, isi
picnicsand rallies. The major p!
the celebrations is to examine w
been accomplished in the past 25 years,
Iook at the &allenge for the future and
gxmteamcomu’tnﬁ\ttomeet&mtdnl-

oseof
t has

é‘:)munityAction Agencies werethe
centerpieceof President LyndonJohnson’s
“WaronPoverty." CAA’s weredesigned
toprovide themeans forall Americans to
jointhenation’s “Great Society." During
thelast25 years, these agencieshave con-
tinued tobattlehunger, inad tehousing
and other problems facinge&';em r. The
CAA’shave survived,andevmmished,
in some cases, despite numerous cuts in
federal funding and attempts to weaken
essential programs. ) i
Throughtheyears, Community Action
Agencieshaveadvocated forand supported
changesinthecurrent welfaresystem, seek-
inginnovative solutions to the problems
confronting lowincomepeople. Theyhave
initiated many outstanding self-sufficiency
programs and have actively promoted
inthego]idmofgcvmungbodi&s.
Programs in CAA’s vary fromagency to
agency, since each is governed by alocal
Board of Directorsthat plansinresponseto
speci.ﬁcconditionsamﬂ\eeds ineachcom-
munity. Many agencies currently are
focusingonhousingand cyshelter
as the problemof homelessnessincreases

y.
WCCAOMhas participated witha coali-

tionof agencies thatis planning the state-
wide celebration of the Anniversary. Dur-
ing the week of September25-30th, several
eventshavebeenplanned: nal
*Speaking enga ents by Micha

14 m,futﬁigrgf%EO&zryAmaig
and Frances FoxPiven,author of Regulat-
ing the Poor and Why Americans Don’t
Vote.

... the War on Poverty
25th Anniversary
Economic Opportunity Act
1964 - 1989

* Abanquetbenefitting thefund forthe
Homelessand Hungry.

* Anafternoon picnicforanti-poverty
activists of 25 yearsagoand today.

* A seriesof mediastoriesthroughoutthe
week.

AWashingtonCounty celebrationisalso
being planned that willfocusonlocalissues
and successes, highlighting ourown Vet-
eran Poverty Warriors. Watch forupcom-
ing media stories,acalendarof eventsand
invitations tojoinin.

More on the War on Poverty — Page 4

HOUSECONCURRENT

RESOLUTION1

Whereas the Econonic Opportunity Act
of 1964 (P.L. 88-452), as amended, de-
clared a war on poverty; and '

Whereas the Economic Opportunity Ac;
was designed to provide every person wil
the appomfy to achieve tgg fﬁﬂ- extent of
the person’s capabilities and the opportu-
nity to participate in the workings of our
society; and .

Whereas the pu of the Economic
Opportunity Act was to eliminate the para-
dox of poverty in the midst of plenty by
apenm_ta every person the opportunity for
education and training, the opportunity to
work and the oppertunity to live in decency
and dignity; and

Whereas the Economic Opportunity Act
created such well-known programs as Head
Start, Follow Through, VISTA, Commurti
Action Programs, Neighborhood Yout
Corps, Job Corps, Legal Services, Foster
Grandparents and Migrant and Seasonal
Farmworker Programs; and

Whereas the Economic Opportunity Act
established:the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity (OEO) which served as an.advocate
of the poor by facing up to unmet needs and
seeking answers to the riddle of poverty;

and

Whereas the OEO's achievements in-
clude the enlistment of the largest peace-
time army of volunteers in history, the
mobilization of community resources and
the pioneering of the first rural health clin-
ics, day care centers, family planning pro-
grams, senior programs and alcohol and
drug rehabilitation efforts; and

Whereas even though the Economic O{
portunity Act was repealed in 1981 (P.L.
97-35, Title V1), its cause for being and
legacy continues on; and

ereas the 25th anniversary of the en-
actment of the Economic Opportunity Act
will be on August 20, 1989; now, therefore,

BeltResolvedby the Legislative Assem-
bly of the State of Oregon:

That we, the members of the sixty-fifth
Legisiative Assembly, commemorate the
25th anniversary of the enactment of the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964.




| It's . Board Chair's
Happening! Message

WCCAO CALENDAROFEVENTS ]im Sehon

August20,1989, marks the 25th An-
niversary of thesigningintolawofthe
Ecdnomic Opportunity Act. Watch - p—

the sforlocal eventsand newsto o
o Board continues war on poverty

commemoratethisimportantevent.

WCCAO Board meets monthly on

the 3rd Wednesday at 5:30. Please Representative Al Young (Jan Young)

DearFriends,

cansof food willentitleyou toaraffle
tickettowinacord of wood at TVFC's
booth.

(Theresa Clark), Forest Grove
Mayor Shirley Huffman, Hillsboro
Mayor Larry Cole
(Nancy Wilcox), Beaverton

call 648-6646 for meeting location. Thisyear, the WCCAO Board of Direc- Representative Tom Brian
Brown Bag Distributions: tors moved it’s annual election of Board Commissioner JohnMeek
Beaverton:St. Barthlomew’sEpis- | membersandofficersfromOctobertoJune (Mary Sorenson), Washington County
copal Church, 11265 S. W. Cabot, to coincide with our fiscal year. Iwould Low Income Sector
1:00-6:00 p.m. on August 11 & liketointroduceyoutoour 1989-90 mem- JimSehon
Septembers. bersand theiralternates. MikeKelly (Marco Hernandez)
Tigard: Christ the King Lutheran Executive Committee ElaineMeyers (Sister InaMarieNosack)
Church, 11305BullMountain Rd and Board Chair, Jim Sehon JoseJaime (Ramon Olivas)
Hwy 99; 2:00-5:00 p.m..; July 14, Vice Chair, Mayor Cliff Clark John Va.zque'_z (Tambra Stocker)
August 11, & September 8. (Theresa Clark) JuanUrrutia (CaroleMoore)
Hillsboro: AmericanLegionHall, Treasurer,Jose Jaime Tamlooking forward tothisupcoming
285 W. Main, 10:00 a.m..-6:00 p.m.., (RamonOlivas) yearaswecelebratethe25th Anniversary
August 18 & September 15. Seﬁ‘etarY,MagorShiﬂe{Huffman ofthepassagff the Economic Opportu-
Cornelius: Cornelius Baptist AtLarge, Sherry Robinson nity Act. In October, wewill continueour
" Church, 198 S. 16th Street, 3:00-6:00 (James VanDyke) tradition of an annual banquet but will
p-m..; August 25, & September29. AtLarge, Shirley celebrate oursuccessesand givethanksto
Forest Grove: United Methodist (LyndaTatum) oursupporters. For WCCAOour1989-90
Church of Christ,2032 College Way, Private Sector fiscal year will beatime when werededi-
noon-6:00 p.m..; July 28, August25, BobCasey cate ourselves to the principals of the
& September29. Shirley (Lynda Tatum) EconomicOpportunity Actandreestablish
Tualatin: The Tulatin Brown Bag Sherry Robinson (James Van Dyke) thatitis “The policy of the United Satesto
site has closed. Members please use MariaLoredo eliminate the paradox of poverty in the
the Tigard site for distribution. MaryTobias midstofplentyinthisnation, byopeningto
Beaverton Good NeighborDays:S PublicSector everyonetheopportunity foreducationand
tember 8, 9, & 10. A donation of 2 Mayor Clifford Clark, training, theopportunity towork, and the

opportunity to live in decency and dig-
nity.” Wehopethatyou will join us.

ST T
CTION

ORGANIZATION

ACTIONNEWSisthequarterly newsletter of the

Washington County Conumunity Action!

Organiza-
tion (WCCAO), published by the WCCAO Ad-
ministration, 451 S. First, Hillsboro, OR 97123.
ACTION NEWSis coordinated by WCCAOsstaff
memberPam Brousseauandisedited anddesigned
by volunteerStephen W. Smith. (Pleaseinform

WCCAOQof any address corrections.)

. .. People Helping People

The Washington County Community Action Organization (WCCAO is a private, non-profit
corporation providing a wide variety of services to the needy in Washington County, Oregon.
Information on WCCAQ programs is available from the following individuals:

WCCAO Administration (Jerralynn Ness, Executive Director) ........ocovveieraenes 648-6646
Client Services Dept. - Intake, Information & Referral .............coiiiiiiiiin.. 648-0829
Cheryl Hilbert, DIt€ctor ....ovnrveesrnrrrsseiininiiiesarassasssssssisiae. 648-6646
Heating Assistance (December - March) . ....ovuiiieiiiniiniiiiiainera.. 640-8951
Neighborshare (Tigard, Tualatin, SREPWOD) il o i sl nes o brarerarara s arababaiania « o 639-0495
Children and Youth Department (Cathy Wise, Director) ..ot .. 648-6646
Housing & Energy Conservation Dept. (Leon Laptook, Director). . ....ovvvvveenee... 642-3236
Hunger & Nutrition Dept. (Val Donley, Director) . ....ocoininnis I TR 642-3236
Resource Development Dept. (Pam Brousseau, Director) ........cooiviiiiiiiiiinn. 648-6646
"Play It Again" Thrift Store . ....cooviimiiiiiiiesrarrnnmrcereecriiiiiiiiee. 644-8956
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WCCAO ACTION NEWS

Executive Director's
Message

Jerralynn Ness

WCCAO movestonewhome--
formulates 1989-90 Annual Plan

WCCAO hasanew home! Unexpect-
edly we received an offer (we could not
refuse) to sell our office building on 2nd
Streetin Hillsboro. We will beleasing, for
the nexttwotothreeyears, anofficeat451
S. First Street, Suite 600 and 700,about five
blocksaway. During that period of time we
will be developing and implementing a
capitalcampaigntoraisefundsforaperma-
nenthome. Wehopetoconsolidatemoreof
ourprogramsand staffunderthesameroof.
By owning our ownbuilding outright, we
can preserve more of our resources for

- ‘WCCAO is just putting the finishing
touches onour1989-90 Annual Plan. Our
budget will be about 15% less, sowe have
tightened upall of our operationstoaccom-
modatethese cuts withoutshutting down
services. Weareputting into placeastrong
developmenteffort toraisemorerevenue
through fundraising, privatecontributions
and income ventures, such as our Thrift
Storein Beaverton (“Play It Again”). We
areextremely heartened by the return of
local governmentasasupportive partner.

Highlights of our1989-90 Annual Plan
include:

*Moreemphasis on promotingself-suf-
ficiencyand casemanagement.

*Continued provisionofawiderangeof
basic need services, such as shelter, fuel
assistance, rentassistance, informationand
referral, transportation, weatherization, food,
etc.

*Supportand advocacytoincreasethe
availability of affordable child care and

We've Moved!
WCCAO'sNew Address:
451S, First Street
Suite 600 and 700
Hillsboro, OR 97123
(503) 648-6646

housingforlowincomefamilies.

* Operation of fourHead Start Centers
(Tigard, Beaverton,Hillshoroand Cornelius)
with a centralized kitchen for food service
provision.

*Strategies toincrease the quality and
uantity of food donated to Tualatin Valley
ood Center. Wehavenoted thatdonations

of food to our food bank are down and
wonder if it's a result of the extra giving
thatoccurred during themigrantcrisis. We
hopethisisnotadownward trend and that
arebound will occurthis year.

* Technical Assistanceand Case Man-
agementsupportfromourNei rshare
(Tigard)officetothenew ilyshelterto
beoperated by Tigard Christian Ministries.

* Increased sub-contracting of Weatheri-
zationmeasurestotheprivatesector.

*Furtherdevelopmentof ourParenting
Center, Homeless Children’s Program,
Migrantsupportinitiativesand Thrift Store
projct.

* Continuation of Fair Housing activi-
ties, energy conservationand education,
Brown Bag Project, Christmas Clearing
Bureauand Thanksgiving baskets.

*Operationofasummeryouthemploy-
mentand training projectin weatheriza-
tion, emphasizing teambuildingand com-
munityservices.

¢ Increasing oureffortsin fundraising,
volunteerrecruitmentand resourcemobi-

2.

¢ Increasingefficiencyand effectiveness
of managementand managementinforma-
tionsystems.

In addition, 1989 is the 25th Anniver-
sary of thesigning intolaw of the Economic
Opportunity Act. This Acthashad a tre-
mendous impact on Americas poor and
WCCAOwill beinvolved in many activi-
tiestocommemoratethisimportantevent.
1989-90 will onceagain provetobeavery
busy and importantyear forWCCAQO. As
always, wewelcomeyourparticipation!

You Can Help!

WCCAOneeds theitems orservices
listed below. Canyouhelp?

Tool donations needed for Self-Help
WeatherizationTool Lending Library:
ContactRosa, 642-3236.
*screwdrivers (Phillips)
ssmallhammers
*puttyknives
Furniture donations; contactPilar,
648-6646
* waitingroom chairs,small tables
s roomdividers for offices
*meetingroomtableand chairsto
accommodate25people.
*typistchairs (2)
*filecabinets (good condition)
legaland lettersize (3)
¢chairs
ssmallofficetable
*foldingtables

Officeequipmentdonations;contact
Pilar, 648-6646

VolunteerclericalhelpneededatAloha
and Hillsboro offices; contact Pilar
648-6646 and Nancy 642-3236.
. ionist (Hillsboro); 1:00-5:00
P.M., Tuesday, Wednesdayand
Friday.
*Receptionist(Aloha);any timedur-
ing 8:30-5:00 . M., Monday-
Friday.
*Dataentryand word processing.
Volunteers Needed For:
“Play It Again” New and Quality
Resale Shtzlp; call Virginia, 644-8956.
eheadclerks
eclerks
« clothiers (menders, launderers)
*sortersand taggers
Capital Campaign togeneratefunds
for purchase of a central office for
WCCAOQ, contact Pam, 648-6646.

Mardi Gras 1990 Committees; con-
tactPam 648-6646.
*Decorations
* Auctions
*Sponsorships
*Promotions

VolunteerDriversneeded for Tualatin
Valley Food Center (TVFC)to pickup
donated food; Monday-Friday, morn-
ing or afternoon shifts; contact Bev,
642-3236.
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WCCAO ACTION NEWS

Rededication to the War on Poverty aMust

OnNovember23,1963,anew president
used his first day in office to dedicate his
Administration to making the American
Dreamareality forall Americans, Inoneof
his first acts following President John F.
Kennedy’s tragic assassination, Lyndon
Baines Johnsoncommitted himselftowag-
inga “Waron Poverty” toreversewhathe
wasafterward tocall “the paradox of pov-
erty in the midst of plenty in the nation”.
During the next severalmonths, Johnson
employed every strategy athis disposal to
winning passage of the historic Economic

rtunity Actthrough .Andin
the years sincethe Act becamelaw, com-
munityactionagencieshave workedjustas
d.i.liientl tofulfill theirmissiontoimprove
thelives of the nation’s poor.

Today, 955 nonprofit CAA’s operatein
96 percent of all cities and countiesin the
United States combining publicand private
supportto providefood, housing, educa-
tion, jobtraining, healthand otherservices
tothe nation’s 32 million poor people. As
a testimony to their effectiveness, these

iesand other pro, created by the
EconomicOpportunity Act helped reduce
thepovertylevelinthiscountry from22.4%

to11% overanineyear period.

Many things have changed since Presi-
dent Johnson threw all of his authority
behind the fight against poverty. More
recently, President Rona.lg(l)ieagan advo-
cated for drasticreductionsinfederal fund-
ing for the programs that form the core of
the community action agencies’ budgets.
Whilethesebudgetcutshavehurt,commu-
nity actionagencies havesurvived, even
flourished, and continued battlehunger,

inadequate housing, illiteracyand other
problems facing the poor.
Theseagenciesareneeded todayasmuch
asthey were 25 yearsago. Because, while
the War on Poverty hashelped, it hasnot
eliminated poverty. Today the face of

1970's, higher even than during themajor
recession of 1974 and 1975.

CAA’s continuein their commitment,
but they can’t doit alone. They need the
commitmentof governmentand individu-
alsto “investin people”.

Change In Median Income, 1978 - 1987
For Lower and Upper Income Families

+$10,000 —
+$ 8,000 —
+$ 6,000 —
+$ 4,000 —
+$ 2,000 —

No Change —

-$ 2,000 —

SOURCE: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, Washington D.C.

+$8,119

poverty is likely to be that of an elderly

woman, achild oraminimum-wage fam-

ily. Consider these statistics:
*Oneineveryfivechildrenin Americais

IJoool‘Ne.arl three quarters of all the poor
over age 65are women.

*Two out of five poor people (41.5%)
over theageof 14 work, representing the
highest percentage of working poorsince
1968.

* Although1987 represented thefifthyear
ofeconomicrecovery, the povertyratelast
year was higher than in any year in the

Washington County Commissioner Bonnie Hays and Forest Grove Mayor Clifford Clark cut ribbon

to open twelve new units of the Elm Park Apartments in Forest Grove. WCCAQassisted the Housing
Development Corporation in construction of the new farmworker housing units

This session, the Oregon Legislature
gassed aresolution commemorating the
5th Anniversary of the enactment of the
EconomicOpportunity Act,and on Wed-
nesday, June 14, Governor Goldschmidt
i HB2475, declaring astateanti-pov-
%goal Twenty-fiveyears afbertl‘teol:!?gi-
Economic Opportunity Actissigned,
Oregontakesastand and makesacommit-
menttoseethatthepoorestamong usarea
priority. Should enough otherstatestake
thatsamestand, perhaps President Bush
could beurged tofollow in the footsteps of
another presidenttwenty-fiveyearsagoto
onceagainwagea “Waron Poverty.”

The warathome

Washington County, with its healthy
economy,mightseemimmunetotherisein
povertyinthenation.asa whole. During
1980-89, per capita income in the county
rose by more than40%.

However, during the same period, the
numberofWashi Countycitizensliving
atorbelow the povertyline grewbyastag-
gering 135.7% while the population as a
wholegrew by only 16.7%.

'Ihoughthepovenz ulationof Wash-
ington County is sti ﬁz ow thenational

,therapid growth of this population
segment (5.7% in 1980 to 11.5% 1n 1989)
is especially troubling inlight of the gen-
eralg)rosperityofthecounty. For county
residents, the warmustbeginathome.




Therole of Action Agenciesin the War on Poverty

On August20,1964, President Lyndon
Johnsonsigned the Economic Opportunity
Act passed by the Congress of the United
States. The preambleto that Actstates:

“Although theeconomicwellbeingand
prosperity of the United States have pro-
gressedtoalevels ing any achieved
inworkhistory,and although thesebenefits
arewidelyshared throughout thenation,
poverty continues tobethelot ofasubstan-
tial number of our people. The United
States can achieve its full economic and
social potential as a nation only if every
individualhastheopportunitytocontribute
tothefull extent of tﬁ; capabilities of each
individual and to participatein the work-
in%:; of our society. It is, therefore, the
policy of the United States to eliminatethe
paradoxof povertyinthemidstof plentyin
this nation, by ggerdng to everyone the
opportunity foreducationand training, the
opportunity towork,and theopportunity to
livein decency and dignity.”
by the Office of Economic Opportunity,
was to reduce the level of poverty in this
country from 22.4% to 11% over a nine
year period. The WaronPo hasbeen
credited with bringing over 20 million
Americansoutoftheshadow of povertyto
take their place in mainstream America.
Millions were educated, received health
care, found jobs, obtained decenthousing,
and participated fully inthe society. The
elderly, who had constituted the largest
group in poverty, madesignificant prog-
ress. Minoritieerstgained accessto edugltic;sn
inunprecedented numbersand found new
private, publicand political roles. Had it
not been for this initiative, some estimate
thatthenumberof peoplein Americatoday
wouldnumberseventymillion, roughlytwice
itscurrenttotal.

Attheheartof thismovement were the
1,000 newly formed Community Action
Agencies, created to serveasthelocal out-
postsagainst poverty. It was community
actionagenciesaround the country who

ioneeredsuch programsasHead Start, the
ﬁ:b Corps, Meals on Wheels, the Special
Supplemental Food Program forWomen,
ants,and Children (WIC) and commu-
nity day carecenters. AccordingtoUniver-
sity of Connecticut Professor Marcia Bok,
therearethreedistinct goals which charac-
terized the communityactionagenciesat
the time of their formation: (1) their goal
was to eliminate poverty at its roots;' (2)
they wereestablished as non-profitagen-
ciesthat would beindependentfromstate

or local government; and (3) they were
meantto empower citizens through their
participation in the planning, decision-
making, and operation of theseagencies.
Essentially, thecommunityactionagencies
were viewed as “self-help” agencies, fi-

nanced by federalmonies, butdesignedto
mobilize resourcesand deliver servicesto
poor peoplewho,armed withinformation
and backing fromthe communitzraction
agencies, were now ableto fight for their
rightsand theirneeds.

avg. Poverty Under Various Administrations

7/, Child's Poverty Rate

22 X

20 7

18

16 I/y/

14 -—%

10 Nixon/Ford Carter Reagan

1969 - 76 1977 - 81 1981-87

[ Total Poverty Rate Presidential Administration

SOURCE: Center on Budget and Pollcy Priorities, Washington D.C.

Currentfacts on povertyin America

* The number of poor people in the
United Statesishighernow than in1970s.
In 1986, 32.4 million people lived below
the poverty line, compared t024.7 million
people in 1977. The poverty rate for all
Americansis13.6%

*The “poorest of the poor” group is
growing. In 1986, those who fell into the
“poorest of the poor” category (incomes
below half the poverty line) reached its
highestlevel,39.2%,in overadecade.

e Thefastestgrowinggroupamongthe
pooristhe workingpoor. In1986,twoout
of five poor people (41.5%) over theage of
14worked. Thisisthehighest percentage
of poor working since 1968. From1979to
1983, thenumber of working people who
fell below the poverty line rose from 6.5
million to 9.4 million (44.6%). Even after
four consecutive years of economicrecov-
ery, thenumber of working poorhad fallen
only slightly in 1986, to 8.9 million.

* Children constitute the poorestage
group. In 1986, one out of every five
children (20.5%) lived below the poverty
line. Among Blackchildren, morethantwo
infive (43.1%) are poor. AmongHispanic
children, more than one in three (37.7) is

r.

* Mostof thepoorin the United States
arewhite. In 1986, whites constitute more
than two-thirds (69%) of the poor; Blacks
represent 28%;otherraces represented 3%.

*Women are more than twice aslikely
tobe poor than men, and the older they
get, the poorer they are likely to be.
Nearly three quarters of all the poor over
age65arewomen. Older womenhave20%
less Social Securityincome than menand
are more likely to rely on it as their sole
sourceof support.

*Mostpoorpeoplein Americadonot
receive welfare payments, Only onethird
ofthe poor peoplein this country receive
Aidto ies with Dependent Children
(AFDC), the principal public assistance
program for poor families with children
thatiscommonlyknownas “welfare”.

*Those who do receive public assis-
tance continue to struggle tomake ends
meet. In1986,afamily of threereceivi
boththe maximum antand fo
stamps wasstill leftbelow eiovertyline
inevery state. And,in29 of those states,
thatassistanceleft the family below 75% of
thepovertyline.

*Many poorfamilies donothavehealth
care coverage, In 1986, nearly one-third
of all poor families did not receive any
medical benefits from the U.S. govern-
ment. Medicaid, thehealthinsurance pro-
gram for the poor, covers only 45% of all

or families. One child in five has no

ealthinsurance, public or private. Over
halfofthesechildrenliveinhomeswhereat
least one parent works fulltime.

TS TS e LT W e e YTy R
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Food shortage at crisis proportions

Tualatin Valley Food Center (TVFC)is
experiencingadrasticfood shortagethatis
severelyimpacting weekly distributionto
food banksaround thecounty. According
toValDonley, Directorof WCCAO'sHunger
and Nutrition Department, theshortageis
notan isolated condition in Washington
County butisfound throughouttheStateof
Oregon and, to some degree, the entire
nation.

Several factors have caused the short-
age:

1. Oregonreceived a50% reductionin
USDA food.

2. Donations from OregonFood Bank,
part of the Second Harvest national food
network, havebeensignificantlyreduced.
Meriersandbuy—outsinthefood industry
(brokers, retailers and wholesalers) have
resulted infewer donationstothenetwork;
whatused tobedonated is going tosalvage

companiestosell cheaply.

3. Nmtaxlawshavecﬁsoourageddom-
tions.

4. TVFC lost 18,000 pounds of food

whenatrailerstoringthefood burned down.

OregonFood Bank has been working
withtheLegislaturetomakethemawareof
the problemand encouragetheiractionto
alleviateit. Theyarealso creatively using
donations thatnormally would havebeen
turned down because of handling prob-
lems.

TVFCisdealing with thecrisislocally
by trying to get theword out that the public
mustrespond tothis “red alert” inwhatever
way they can. Possible optionsare:

1. Individuals bring donations tothe
TVFC warehouse, 20515 SW Blanton in
Aloha,Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00.

2. Food Drives (civic groups, places of
emdploymmt,nei borhoods); wecanpro-
videbarrelstocollectthefoodand areable
todeliver and pick them up. Wearealso
abletohelp organizethedrives. Call Valat
642-3236.

TVFC will have a booth at Beaverton
Good Neighbor Days onSeptember 8,9, &
10 to collect food in exchange for raffle
tickets. The winning ticket will receivea

i

The empty space in the TVFC warehouse reﬂects-
the current food shortage crisis

cord of wood. Please participate in this
effortand encourageothers youknow todo
soalso.

Jesuit volunteers say good-bye afteryearof service

Eachyear, forthelastseveral years, the
Jesuit Volunteer Corps (JVC) has sent four
young peopleto WCCAO. They pledgea
yeartoworkwiththedisadvantaged, living
in circumstances similar to those of the
peoplethey serveinordertobetterunder-
stand their plight.

Thisyear fouryoung womenhavebe-
comeanintegral part of ourteamand will
besorelymissed. ThesewomenareKristen

KristenSwartwout worked this yearin
the Client Services Department, providing
screening information, referral,intake, needs
assessmentand directassistancetofamilies
incrisis. “Imetalotofnice people, learned
about poverty and the welfare system. I
believe the biggest problem is lack of af-
fordablehousing.” Kristenis from Phila-
delphiaand willreturntheretoliveathome
and work until she goesto Vermont Law

Swartwout, MeghanHughes, MarthaDroge, ~Schooltospecializeinenvironmentallaw.
and Renee Roemer. MeghanHughesworked partofthis year
1 ] ] T

o

WCCAO was served for the past year by these four Jesuit volunteers: (I-r) Kristen Swartwout,

Meghan Hughes, Renee Roemer and Marth Droge.

inthe Transportation and
coordinating volunteerdriversto arthe
elderly and disabled get to medical ap-

pointmentsand otherdestinations. InFe
ruary sheswitched to the Client Services
Phrgghramtohavemoredirﬂ;e;t c?‘ntactm'tiih

theclients. Meghansays thatshe “grea
enjoyedvmr!:cimgv«rithsenior*s"andigmdy
"eyeopening to work withlowincomeand
homeless people." Sheis from Beloit, Wis-
consin, buthasdecided tostayinOregon,
find a job and eventually go to graduate
schoollinoccupaﬁonalor]gclrsi therapy.
Martha Droge worked in the Emer-
gency Family Shelter. During nightshifts
shepmvid screening, information, refer-
ral, intake, needsassessmentand directas-
sistance to homeless families. Whenshe
worked day shifts,she participated inthe
casemanagement of Shelter familiesand
promoted the programinthe community,

iving presentationstocivicgroups,

ratioz?sandchurches. Shew%lsomp;om
fortheprogramsfor childrenintheShelter,
aswellas parenting classesand setting up
a day care program. Martha is from the
Wasﬁingtonb. areaandafteramonthof
trave]ling,shewillretumthem,hope{-u]ly
toaposition withthe State Department in
diplomatic security. She says that she
“wouldn’t exchange the experience this
(continued last page)
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Over400 volunteers honored at May 25th reception

Awardsawaited over400volunteerson
May25,1989,as WCCAOheld its Annual
Volunteer Recognition Reception at Be-
thel Congregational ChurchinBeaverton.
Volunteers, staffand community members
joined together to enjoya delicious smor-
gasborc.i of food and music by Jo Anna

urns-Miller. A cakewascutand served,
commemorating over 16,000hours of serv-
icedonated by WCCAOvolunteers.

Thereceptionwasspiced up by theen-
ergy and witof Washington County Com-
missioner Bonnie Hays, who was the fea-
tured speaker. Commissioner Hays VS\FOke
aboutthevalue of volunteerismin Wash-
ington County,and, whileherspeech elo-
quently described the “big picture,” two
veteran volunteers forWCCAO, Dorothy

and Jim Callendar elaborated on the
nitty gritty of volunteerism, moving theau-
dience to laughter and tears as they de-
scribed their experiencesand motivations
forvolunteering.

The tionofawardswasmadeby
WCCAO's Executive Director, Jerralynn
Ness and Board Chair, Jim Sehon. Time
considerationslimited individual recogni-
tion to only those volunteers receiving
plaques, while many othersreceived pins
and certificates, Thosehonored withpla
each contributed over 150 hours of volun-
teerserviceto WCCAOduringaninemonth
period of time. WilmaKlein contributed

Washington County

Ahalf century ago, many Oregonians
found relief from the Great Depression
through participationinPresident Roosev-
elt’s Civilian Conservation Corps. That
tradition continues today in the Oregon
YouthConservation Corps (OYCC), estab-
lished in 1987 by the Legislature with the
enco entof GovernorGoldschmidt.

Thissummer WCCAQO's Housing and
Energy Conservation Departmentis par-
ticipating for the second timein conducting
an OYCC project. Ten of Washington
County’sdisadvantagedyouthsareemployed
to help improve our environment, learn
good work habits and cooperative group
participationskills.

Foreightweeks, thetenyouthareguided
throughavariety of activities. Someof the
activitiesareaimed atlearningactual job
skills, suchasinsulatingan attic,installing
weatherstripping, landscaping ordoing
repairs. Otheractivities focus on helping
theyouthlearntocooperate witheachother
and improve their own self-esteem. Still

Eﬁ LY
Volunteer of the Year Wilma Klein with RSV

Director Elaine Wells, Wilma contributed more
than 700 hours of her time to WCCAO.

over700hoursand earned special recogni-
tionas Volunteerof the Year.
Theceremonyand reception was closed
by Elaine Wells, Director of the Retired
Senior Volunteer Pro ,whothanked
theRSVP Volunteersfor their many hours

of serviceduring the 13 yearsthat WCCAO
has sponsored . She stated that, al-
tho ipforthe i

ing with the new fiscal year (July 1989 i,
WCCAOwillremainanavid supporterof
volunteerismand RSVP inthe community
and willmakesurethatthetiesthatbind us

5
¥

towards simply
utiful environment
and learning toappreciateitmore.
indicated that they werehavingaverygood
experiencethat they found tobe both edu-
cationaland fun.

otheractivitiesare

enjoying Oregon’s

youth carry on long tradition

arepreserved.
Manybusinessesinthecommunitymade
the Volunteer Recognition Reception pos-
sible through their generouscontributions.
Wewouldliketo izethemand thank
themfortheircontinued supportof WCCAO
and volunteerism:
MajorSponsor
Standard InsuranceCompany
Sponsors
General Telephone
Rainbow Printery
Reser'sFineFoods
PaulaKarrick
Bales Thriftway
Award Specialties
Hills Florist & Gifts
FredMeyer
TheParty Place
Contributors
Albertsons, Aloha
Food Warehouse, Beaverton
Albertsons,Hillsboro
FritoLay, Vancouver
Beaverton Bak
JoannaBurns-Miller
BeavertonFoods
Party TimeRentals
Baseline Thriftway,
Safeway, Aloha
Safeway, Tanasbourne
Canned Food Warehouse
Waremart, Hillsboro

Funding for the projectis provided by
the State of Oregon Youth Conservation
Corp and the Private Industry Council,
through Oregon Human Development
Corporationand Beaverton Communtiy
YouthServices.
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WCCAOwelcomes
newemployees

TheHungerand Nutrition Depart-
mentwelcomes Martin Vantuberger,
Martin works part-timeassisting with

ickupanddistributionofbread, while
e also attends school under a PIC
sponsored program.

TheResourceDevelopment Depart-
ment welcomes Virginia Daggand
Mary Kemp. Virginia is the new
Resource Development Coordinator,
in of “PlayIt Again”, WCCAO's
new Thrift Store benefitting its pro-

ams, and volunteer coordination.

ary is a PIC placement at “Play It
Again”, training in retail sales and
t.

e 1 L ;;.n. o e SR T (N 8 4
Seed Money Challenge Proves a Point—
ShaRon Worsley, of Innerpeace Connection,
hands Val Donley a $600 check for use by TVFC
for buying food.
Attendees of Innerpeace Connectionworkshops
: _ | are offered $10 "seed money" by SharRon and
ﬁo?m%nmmm%o&ky Rai- Bruce Worsley if they will promise to double it
sner, David Melan, Brennan Williams and donate it to TVFC. Thus far, twenty people
and Michael CaballerotoitsSummer | "4ve participated, some more than tripling the
oyment Projectfc original seed money.
:3::25: : iR oord.maf?;:\fi;a ttl.ll: Those interested in the Innerpeace Connection
ook whi s s : program may contact Sharon att 626-0362. To
profect WilieDavidisfel sy X participate in TVFC fundraising, contact Val at
642-3236.

Jesuitvolunteers (cont'd.)
year foranything. It was satisfyingto
work with familiesin crisis, becausel

wasmapositiontoacttmllyhelfpthem.“

Renee Roemer worked mostof the year
withthe Tualatin Valley Food center, coor-
dinating the Brown Bag Distribution. She
alsowoﬁcedacoupleof weeksat WCCAO's
thriftstore, “Play It Again”,and sinceMay
hasbeenatNeighborshare, thebranchof-
fice ofWCCAg inTigard. AtNeighbor-
share, Renee has been providing intake,
needsassessment, information, and

assistance to clients and is setting up a

volunteer program for thesite. Renee grew

up in Wisconsin and went to college in
ontana, majoring insocial work witha
minorinhumandevelopment. Sheenj
working with teensand children and will
seekemploymentintheNorthwesttocoun-
seland providetherapy for them. Despitea
ewiththerainand persistent cloudi-
ness of the winter here, she “enjoyed the
year, metalotof great peopleand founda
realappreciation forvolunteers."
WCCAOhasgained arealappreciation
for Renee, Martha, Kristen and Meghan.
Wewill miss youand wish you

Washington County
Community Action Organization
451 S. First

Hillsboro, OR 97123

(503) 648-6646

WCCAO Executive Committee:
Jim Sehon, Chair
Mayor Clifford Clark, Vice Chair
Mayor Shirley Huffman, Secretary
Jose Jaimé€, Treasurer
Sherry Robinson, At Large
Shirley Harper, At Large
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