





BOXER ORIGINS

One of the most enduring traditions at Pacific University--
Boxer--began in 1896 when this Chinese figure was donated to the
school by Mary Richardson Walker. Mrs. Walker got Boxer from her
son, Rev. J. Elkanah Walker, who graduated from Pacific in 1867
and served for many years as a missionary in Foochow, China.

When it first arrived, the strange doglike statue was exhibited
for about three years in Marsh Hall's Brighton Chapel. It was first
whisked away in 1899 by students from the Class of 1902, starting
the traditions of the Boxer "toss" and "flash."

Long a symbol of the "Spirit of Pacific University," Boxer
officially replaced the Badger as the school's mascot in 1969.
Ironically the last public showing of Boxer occurred on October 16,
1977 ** asn't been seen since. A replacement of Boxer was recast

in nd this statue became the new object of status on the
calllk}u.).



MING:
Failed Attempt to Replace Boxer

Ming, a Chinese temple idol, was given to Pacific University in
1948 by Mary Elizabeth Smith Tomme ('40) and Georgena Potts ('38).
After unsuccessfully trying to locate a duplicate of Boxer in Japan,
they mailed this statue to President Walter Giersbach hoping it
could replace Boxer, missing since 1946. This prompted a "flash" in
the fall of 1948 when Boxer returned to campus. Ming was then
stored in the university vault until the mid-1950s when it was
placed in the President's office. The statue was displayed in the
university museum in 1959, and after a mere two days, it was stolen
by students who wanted to ensure that Boxer remained the "Spirit of
Pacific University." Ming hasn't been seen since.

Four students from the class of 1925 pose with Hathor
(elephant), the Phi Alpha Tau Debate Cup, and Boxer. Pictured,
from left to right, are: John Conroy, Lee Weber, George Tucker,
Leonard Alley, and Bruce Roe.



