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)enator Mark O.Hatfield ' -

\lready 16 years on the Oregon political scene in 1966
armer governor Mark-Hatfield was elected to serve six
nore-on behalf- of his.home state in the U.S. Senate.
Vell. prlmedel’owhls- srew. &b Hatfleld hit the ground
unning ! a;mhe reached Washington, D.C. ~ .

As he had while goverrior, he continued his condem-
1ation of President Johnson's Yietnam policies and the
var in generak;Now;:however, he had a.position that
srought’ him speaklng engagements around the
"Ountﬁy,‘ rf—oyl }’ e ey o b

Taking -full: advantage of thls bully pulplt and not
incidentally of the hondrarlums that go with it, Senator
Hatfield's: audiences have often been Christian. groups
who listened attentlvely to the message that he con-
tinues to.this day. .

= To: paraphrase thf.aL senator, Ufe ls taken “too
cheaply, ‘he says, contending that Christjan values can

change. these ‘attitudes.. "More. people, both lay and
clergy, . with the conviction of their beliefs, should
become involved in activities that shape our communi-
ties and, if possible, In the political process, itself.”

- An- evangelical; bent - has never distracted: Hatfleld
from, the| pragmatics: of :his job_ ‘and the problems at
‘hand; however:. Always: consistent in his moral views,
{the. situation demanded he, modify his. political ones
when it Game; time to stand up for his party in 1968..

'The' Republlt;ans felt,Nixon.was their best bet to, over-
come eight years' of Demogratic rule and the Senator
from.Qregonwas,convinced that he needed tq set aside
his personal; misgwings about the former vlce presldent

" to suppoit his'campaign.

He also threw the prestige of hls ofﬂce behind a strong
endorsement of fellow: Oregonian Bob Packwood who
was trying to unseat four-term incumbent Wayne Morse
in that- electiomyear lmboth .cases Hatfield's horses
emerged as winners, -,

- All junior members of the, senlonty lmbued Senate
harbor- some resentment of an entrenched system that
denies them real. degjsion-making power during thelr

first term. Hatfleld, however, trled to do something

about. it. He was unsuccessful but he got his colleagues
attentlon S W "

When he, ghgse thq.milrtaly establlshment asa target
of his wrath; people started tq listen, Hatfield wanted to
replace theidraft wittr an all-volunteer Army. And, he felt

“thatth tha g(,l‘ e oﬁ gxr;g, Han ac:equate nucle?r, detﬁlrg:nt
f 4 ren 2 s seemin \d
abl 1!'6 fOD n"ldfe? Tt QOD gly !

ait Tbe‘expenlsehe'buljt pp won hlm the'of l‘tunlt to
head an unofficial’ House-Senate study groul;pgn defe%se
spendjng., Hammering -away at these Issues time and
time again;, he finally won concessions. But, during his
first térin ‘this: intractability caused his loyalty to.the
party-to be called into question. Some said, he should
loin the opposition. Hatfield stood by his’ guns and

Senator Marko Hatﬂeld j, B
weathered the controversy.: ’

The voters awarded him a second term in 1972 and
new committee assignments, including chairmanship of
Senate Public Works Appropriations, added to his influ-
ence. Though beginning to become a beneficiary of the
systemn, he still called for its elimination as:well as
congresslonal term limits. He found few supporters.. .

*Continuing_ i, the, forefront of the. so<called, Sendte
"ddves " Hatfield's position. was- final lly ‘vindicated 'by
Arnerica’s ignominious pullout from fetnam’in: 19725.
He maved on to put his welght beh lnd such positions as
anti-abortion and the promotlon ‘of . an intemnational
polilcy to overcome: world hunger.;: . . hL o4

:Not neglecting his constltuents at home. Hatfield has
always been involved in important legislation affe ing
Oregon, especially in the forest products Industry. Frorm
securing the OEC lands for the state to the, proposed
National. Forestry Supply Act and-later the Amerlcan
Forestry Act,.timber has taken priority. -

.That outlook played well for a long trme due to the
economic: benefits, but when environmental issues be-
gan to pervade the public consclousness, it hecame a
more difficult balancing act for Oregon’s senior senator
as, well. as. the rest -of . the state s congresslonal
del{sgat’lon,(hge AR _ o

assihg t Endangered Specles Aet and wllde
bills in the;face of: dwindling old growth Jor, ind nzuqessry
while fighting for timber jobs has been no mean frick.
.But, resilient Mark Hatfleld; having been reelected ol his’
fifth term In 1990 and;now. one of the, Senate’s, most
powerful members, has | & game,

. He's overcome criticism, about outside earnlngs and
lmproger ‘gifts, won major battles, .with.the- Pentagon,
brought to Portland such federal projects.as the V.A.
hospital on Marquam Hill and stopped a plan to sell the
Bonneville Power Administration. Oregon may want
term limits but it still recognizes the values of his
considerable clout.
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Gauged by ihe slngle yardstick of longevity, Mark O.
Hatfield is the most successful politiclan in Oregon
history. When he completes his fifth .S, Senate term at
the end of 1996, he will have served 45 consecutive
years:in ‘public”office Including 37 as govemor and
senior senator. Not bad for a native son bom in the little
town of Dallas, & few fnlles west of Salem, on July 12,
1922, But, a continuing course high achievement seems
to be in Hatfleld’s nature. .

After graduating from Willamette UnIVersity in 1943,
he served in the Navy through the remainder of World
War [, attaining the rank of Lieutenant, ‘Junior Grade. At
war's end He_went on to Stanford where he’eamed a
master’s degree 1n"1948, and then landed ateéching job
back at his old al mater. Willamette. From there it
was on the ladder “— instructor, associate professor of
political sciente and dean of students. -~ ¢

- In 1951, rather than simply teach polltics, the young
professor decrded to &amcnpate in the process. Running
successfully for the Oregon house, he served two terms
then captured a state senate seat. Finally, in 1956, he
had to Jeave his position at Willamette altogether. He'd
been elected Secretary of State.

Two years later, In 1958, Mark Hatfield made it to the
top. At 36, he defeated Democratic incumbent Rabert
Holmes to become Oregon’s third youngest govemor.
That same year, in July, he married Portland teacher
Antoinette- Kuzmanich. Several hundred attended the
wedding of the season. After honeymooning in Pebble
Beach, the groom gave his bride a belated present by
winning the election.

wJust-as he took office jn January he won hls ﬁrst
political .victory as govemor, Holmes had appointed a
new secretary of state to replace Hatfield before leaving
office. Hatfield insisted the appointment was his pre-
rogeative. The Oregon Supreme Court ruled in favor of
the new governor. A string of successes followed.

During his first year, he shepherded a maijqr tax cut
through the -legislature. The desire of several of
Hatfield's predecessors was realized when he accom:-
plished what they couldn't — the repeal of capital
punishment. Reapportionment proved even more diffi-
cult, coming as it did from the politicians rather than the
people. But, that too was eventually achleved.

‘Running for reelection in 1962, Hatfleld improved on
his initial performance. Against Halmes he had won by a
margin of more than 60,000 votes. He whipped Demo-
crat Robert Y. Thornton by 80,000. Rumors surfaced, as
they had during his first term, that he was being con-
sidered .for, the vice presidential spot. This time he
quickly squelched them. it seems he did not hold Nixon

~ in the same high regard that he had Eisenhower.

Televislon ‘was coming into its own as the dominant
mass medium and Hatfield made more than on guest
appearance to showcase Oregon. In May 1964, his key-
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note address at the Republican National Convention was
broadcast across the country. That same month his
peers elected him chair of the Westem Governors
Conference,
That presidential year was fi lled with events both

good and bad for Hatfield and O . He campmgned
hard for Barry Goldwater in the Republican candidate’s
losing cause against LBJ. He embarked on a trade mis
sion to Japan thet showed tremendous promise. Then
in December 1964, western Oregon was hit by one of it:
worst-ever floods. The govemor declared .it a majo:
disaster and sought federal assistance. - .. .,

Representlng Oregon at President Johnsons lnaugu
ral didn’t mean that the incumbent wasn't fair game fo
continued criticism from the governor. Hatfleld severel;
questioned the president’s Vietnam policies in an earl
example of the moral philosophy that has eharacterlw
the man throughout hls cereer. ..

A devout Christian, Hatfield has always carried th
tenets of his beliefs into the arena of armed conflict. Nc
only was war abhorent, to be avoided if at all possible
this particular war was absolutely unconscionable. |
these views, though often assalled by opponents, he he
always been unshakable and, In the case of Vietnam, a
too right.

None of this proved detrimental in Hatfleld’s bid fc
the U.S. Senate in 1966. Rather than seek a third gube
natorial term, he chose to campaign for the seat vacate
by Maurine Neuberger, who had decided not to run fc
reelection. In a closely contested race against Democr.
tic congressman Robert Duncan, Hatfleld em t
winner by a slim margin. One journalist ‘h
campalgn as “the slickest ever seen in Oregon.” And,
was the Hatfield family's ticket to Washington, D.C



