SPEECH BY GOVERNOR VIC ATIYEH
SIXTY-THIRD LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
January 14, 1985 PREPARED TEXT

MisTER PRESIDENT, MapDAM SPEAKER, MEMBERS OF THE
SixTY-THIRD LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, FELLOW OREGONIANS....

| NTHSCUAMRER
SIX YEARS AGO | STOOD BEFSRE=YGEH AND SHARED WITH YOU MY

VISION FOR THIS STATE WHICH [ LOVE SO VERY MUCH,

ON THAT DAY IN 1979 T ToOLD YOU..// AND I TOLD ALL
OREGONIANS.'V/ OF MY HOPES FOR THE FUTURE?/bF MY PRIDE AND
CONFIDENCE IN OUR GOVERNMENT,/AND OF MY DREAMS FOR THE PEOPLE OF

MY STATE,

[T WAS MY FIRST ADDRESS TO YOU,

N N
SINCE THAT TIME 2,197 TOMORROWS HAVE TURNED INTO

YESTERDAYS.,

o
_EﬂgéE YESTERDAYS;/ﬁN WHICH THIS HISTORIC CHAMBER

WITNESSED THREE REGULAR AND SEVEN SPECIAL SESSIONS OF THE OREGON
“TUAT sl
LEGISLATURE?/ARE NOW HISTORY,NONE OF US CAN,RECOVER OR CHANGE.

MST o

We musT NOW,LOOK #% A NEW SET OF TOMORROWS,

“““w==:====::::::*'——_j2%:::::——#*’"'—“‘4::::‘“‘



AS HISTORY RECALLS THOSE YESTERDAYS IT WILL CERTAINLY
NOTE THAT WE KEPT FAITH WITH OUR CONSTITUTION/éﬁEEH OUR LAW%/ﬁND

wEF" THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE.

WE WERE PRECISE IN BALANCING AND REBALANCING OUR STATE

BUDGET TO LIVE WITHIN OUR MEANS.,
.__,__a—-—"-___"_"zr____,d_.--—-———___

Wi Lo
WE WERE FLEXIBLE IN ADAPTING TO,CHANGING ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL CONDITIONS,
— Ne———

We WERE VIGOROUS IN RESPONDING TO THE DEMANDS OF
PRESERVING THE HERITAGE OF OREGON AS A NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL

LEADER.

—— e —e

INDEED,/QHOSE 2,197 pays HAVE TESTED OREGON AND
ANDEEL

OREGONIANS AS NEVER BEFORE.
HOWEVER,/WE NOT ONLY SURVIVED OUR YESTERDAYS...
BUT OUR ENERGY,/bUR CREATIVITY AND OUR PERSEVERANCE ALSO
ESTABLISHED A DIAMOND-HARD BASE ON WHICH TO BUILD OUR TOMORROWS.
WE CONFRONTED EMERGING CHALLENGES,

We CREATIVELY FASHIONED REALISTIC SOLUTIONS.

WE CLEARLY IDENTIFIED A POSITIVE/NEW DIRECTION FOR OUR
{

SsTATE oF OREGON.

—_— -




As THIS ASSEMBLY BEGINS TO PERFORM THE IMPORTANT WORK OF
THE PEOPLE,/E WILL PRESENT TO YOU A BROAD LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM TO
GUARANTEE THAT OREGON WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE CONFIDENTLY INTO THE
FUTURE,

THIS PROGRAM WILL PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE TO
LOCAL COMMUNITIES IN FIGHTING THE CRITICAL DEMANDS OF
DETERIORATING INFRASTRUCTURE.

[T WILL FURTHER PROTECT OUR MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE FROM
THE LOATHSOME CRIME OF CHILD ABUSE,

THIS PROGRAM WILL STRENGTHEN OREGON’S BALANCED
STEWARDSHIP OF ITS PERILOUSLY LIMITED WATER RESOURCE,

~ —

AND THERE WILL RE MORE,
\___’__,_..,-’"'-_'_\___,_—— —

BuT IN THE LIMITED TIME AVAILABLE THIS MORNING ! DO NOT
INTEND TO GIVE YOU A LITANY OF MY PROPOSALS,

A‘\" Sons (6¥TR PR
INSTEAD, [ WISH TO SPEAKATO THE UNDISPUTED NﬁﬂﬂﬁggﬂﬂE

ISSUE YOU MUST DECIDE.
el e —

| WANT TO CHALLENGE YOU, TO EXHORT YOU, TO ENERGIZE YOU

e ——
e e

INTO TRAVELING THE ROAD THAT WILL LEAD US TO A BRIGHT NEW DAY IN
THE LIVES OF THE CITIZENS OF OUR STATE OF OREGON.

-l R U~



HisTORY WILL RECORD OUR QEBBEQEDENIED5§UCCESS IN
CREATING THQUSANDS OF DIVERSIFIED JOBS AND ATTRACTING NEW
INDUSTRIES FOR THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE oF OREGON,
ﬁ——'—-"‘-'——'
HISTORIANS WILL DETAIL OUR SINGULAR EFFORTS IN
CONCLUDING A STATEWIDE LAND-USE PLAN THAT STANDS AS A NATIONAL

LLANDMARK .

FUTURE GENERATIONS WILL ADMIRE OUR FORESIGHT IN FIGHTING
FOR THE PRESERVATION AND ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE MAGNIFICENT
NATIONAL TREASURE WE KNOW AS THE CoLumBIA RIVER GoreE ,

WRITERS WILL RECORD OUR COMMITMENT TO OUR HUMAN RESOURCE
— — 3

THROUGH CREATION OF OREGON FOOD SHARE,/QHE FIRST STATEWIDE FOOD
BANK IN THE NATION.

—_—

HISTORY WILL RECALL THE EMPATHY WE SHOWED FOR OUR SENIOR
CITIZENS IN CREATING A DIVISION TO HELP THEM MAINTAIN THEIR
DIGNITY, THEIR HEALTH AND THEIR HOMES IN THEIR GOLDEN YEARS,

—m—

TO e
ANGTHER GENERATION@”TLL REMEMBER OUR UNCOMPROMISING

STATEMENT THAT RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL HARASSMENT ARE OFFENSIVE TO
(VY ApnywHels
OREGONIANS AND WILQABE TOLERATED ﬁﬁgﬁEﬂE WITHIN OUR BORDERS.

HISTORY WILL REFLECT THE SAFETY WE HAVE BROUGHT TO OUR
HIGHWAYS BY WRITING AND ENFORCING TOUGH NEW LAWS AGAINST DRUNKEN

DRIVING.



OUR LEGACY TO THE FUTURE WILL INCLUDE OUR COMMITMENT TO
THE CREATIVE ARTS AND TO OUR UNIQUE HERITAGE BY OUR INCREASED

SUPPORT FOR THE AND OUR STRONG SUPPORT FOR

HISTORIC PRESERVATION,

THE RECORD WILL SHOW IﬂﬂT/GN RESPONSE TO THE WORST
ECONOMIC RECESSION IN A HALF-CENTURY//THE PEOPLE OF OREGON.AEP
THEIR GOVERNMENT FOUGHT BACK HEROICALLY.
M = —x

But As | STAND BEFORE YoU TODAY/%N MY FINAL ADDRESS TO A

REGULAR SESSION OF THIS ASSEMBLYZ | KNOW THAT HISTORY WILL ALSO

RECORD A SPECTACULAR FAILURE IN MEETING THAT WHICH HAS BEEN THE
— [
NUMBER-ONE ISSUE,

HisTORY WILL RECORD WE WERE NO MATCH FOR THE PARAMOUNT
OBJECTIVE OF PERMANENTLY REDUCING THE BURDEN OF LOCAL PROPERTY

TAXES,

[T WILL RECORD WE WERE UNSUCCESSEUL IN PROVIDING STABLE
FINANCING FOR OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS,

[T WILL RECORD WE DID NOT COMPLETE OUR AGENDA FOR
EXPANDING, Fo® STABILIZING AND £8R DIVERSIFYING OUR
TIMBER-DEPENDENT ECONOMY,

,——J====:EEEEEEEEE::;#EP ‘N\t:==#—’"-;=EEE=:§




[N THE PROUD HISTORY OF OUR STATE, THIRTY-ONE OTHER
GOVERNORS HAVE DELIVERED BIENNIAL MESSAGES AS YOU ... THE
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE .., BEGAN THE SOLEMN
RESPONSIBILITIES OF STATECRAFT,

AS YOU BEGIN YOUR WORK TODAY IN THIS 12b6TH YEAR OF

OREGON STATEHOOD, IT IS WORTH REMEMEEBLNQL#ﬁE ISSUESv/THE IDEAS
wbthJ

AND THE IDEOLOGIES T WILL CONFRONT YOU ARE NOT NEW,

[ =

In 1959, GovernoR MarRKk HATFIELD TOLD THIS CHAMBER THE
NUMBER-ONE PROBLEM IN PUBLIC EDUCATION WAS FINDING A WAY TO PAY
FOR IT.

In 1967, GovernoR Tom McCALL SOUNDED THE ALARM OF
PERSISTENT CITIZEN DEMANDS FOR RELIEF FROM THE GROWING WEIGHT OF

LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES,

In 1977, GoveErNOR BoB STRAUB SPOKE ABOUT AN UNDEPENDABLE
SYSTEM OF EDUCATIONAL FINANCE IN WHICH CLASSROOMS WERE SILENCED

IN SEVERAL ORFGON COMMUNITIES,
et

ToDAY... A QUARTER-CENTURY LATER.., THESE CHALLENGES
ARE STILL WITH US.
P

NOTHING CONSTRUCTIVE AND PERMANENT HAS BEEN DONE,
— -

WHy?



DID THOSE LEGISLATURES LACK CONSENSUS?
g ALY
Dip THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE LACK CONSENSUS?
rm————y

DID WE BECOME DIVERTED BY PERSONAL AGENDAS THAT PRODUCED

DIVISION RATHER THAN SOLUTIONS?
-

FEACH OF US MIGHT RESPOND DIFFERENTLY TO THESE QUESTIONS,

—_—

BUT ON ONE_QUESTION WE SHOULD BY NOW BE UNANIMOUS.
—3 —_— =

TODAY WE CAN ENACT A FAIRER WAY TO FINANCE OUR SCHOOLS,

[N

TODAY WE CAN ANSWER THE DEMANDS OF OUR CITIZENS FOR

PERMANENT RELIEF FROM LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES.

ToDAY WE CAN ENSURE THAT NO OREGON SCHOOL DISTRICT EVER
AGAIN 1S FORCED TO CLOSE.
e —— e i
THE DELICATELY BALANCED ELEMENTS OF THIS EXTRAORDINARY
OPPORTUNITY ARE LIKE THE CELESTIAL ALIGNMENT THAT PERMITS US TO
SEe HALLEY's COMET ONLY ONCE IN A LIFETIME,

THIS 1S A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY OREGON HAS NOT SEEN BEFORE

AND THAT WE ARE UNLIKELY EVER TO SEE AGAIN,




o OREGON IS LED BY A GOVERNOR WHO HAS BROKEN 206 YEARS
OF UNINTERRUPTED OPPOSITION TO SUPPORT A STATEWIDE SALES TAX,

o OREGON ENJOYS AN UNUSUAL AGREEMENT AMONG ITS
LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP THAT A STATEWIDE SALES TAX IS A NECESSARY,

DESIRABLE AND ACHIEVABLE SOLUTION,

¢ OREGON BOASTS A BUILDING CONSENSUS AMONG DIVERSE
CONSTITUENCIES THAT WILL PUT US ON A FAST TRACK TO SOLVING A
DECADES-OLD PROBLEM,

@ OREGON HAS BEFORE IT A SOLUTION THAT BOLDLY MARSHALS A
BALANCED ATTACK ON THE CLEARLY RELATED ISSUES OF EDUCATION, &

TAX REFORM, AND ##. JOBS,

° _MOST IMPORTA%}Z OREGON HAS A RESPONSIBLE CITIZENRY
THAT IS WILLING TO TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT A NEW APPROACH TO AN OLD

DILEMMA,TE

——a

—— ——

ONLY AFTER I CONCLUDED THERE WAS NO OTHER ACCEPTABLE
B et
ALTERNATIVE FOR MEANINGFULLY REDUCING LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES...

ONEY AFTER | BECAME CONVINCED THIS WAS THE ONLY MEANS OF

e
—_—

GUARANTEEING FINANCING TO EDUCATE OUR CHILDREN. ...



ONLY AFTER | DETERMINED THIS WAS THE BEST WAY TO BUY
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION WHILE ALSO GENERATING MORE JOBS FOR
OREGONIANS,, 4,

THEN...,/;ND ONLY THEN.../ DID I CONCLUDE THE STATE OF
OREGON MUST ENACT A STATEWIDE SALES TAX TO SECURE THE FUTURE OF

OUR GREAT STATE.

-_-h\-._,___-—-—-"'_'_'_._._

Nowd You MUST SEIZE THIS UNIQUE MOMENT IN OUR HISTORY.

_ o e
e B Eoas
OREGONIANS MUST RECOGNIZE ONLY IEEEE ALTERNATIVES EXIST

FOR REDUCING LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES.

TWo OF THESE ALTERNATIVES ARE CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE,
—_— .
Q: e —— e ——
THE FIRST IS TO PASS A ONE-AND-A-HALF PERCENT
PROPERTY-TAX LIMITATION THAT WOULD//WITH.QggéééﬂIYy/leNG
ECONOMIC CALAMITY TO OUR STATE,

No OREGONIAN REALLY WANTS TO LIVE WITH THOSE DISASTROUS

CONSEQUENCES,

‘ff~—————”——“'_"Hffhh_q____‘—*ﬁh__‘__

THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE 1S TO CROWN OREGON AS THE

UNDISPUTED INCOME-TAX CAPITAL OF THE NATION BY INCREASING OUR

STATE INCOME TAX BY MORE THAN HALF,
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THAT 1S ABSOLUT UNACCEPTABLE IN A STATE TRYING

p—

DESPE TO ATTRACT AND HOLD EMPLOYERS WHO WILL CREATE JOBS

FOR ITS PEOPLE,
e ——

CLEAR Y;(#HE ONLY REMAINING ALTERNATIVE IS TO LOCK//
CAREFULLY WRITTEN SALES-TAX LANGUAGE INTO OUR STATE CONSTITUTION
WHERE ONLY THE PEOPLE WILL HAVE CONTROL OF IT.

——

| o ™ Yoo

THE SALES TAX,IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE

PLAﬁ/@HOUGHTFULLY FASHIONED 4.4
® TO TMPROVE INSTRUCTION FOR OUR STUDENTS,
® TO REDUCE PROPERTY TAXES FOR OUR CITIZENS,

@ AND TO ACCELERATE THE CREATION OF NEW JOBS FOR

OREGONTANS,
.________:ﬁ:h__ e

L R g

THE PATIENT TAXPAYERS OF OUR STATE DEMAND RELIEF FROM
LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES THAT IS PROMPT —DRAMAS=RE. AND PERMANENT,

THE PLAN BEFORE YOU WILL DELIVER THAT RELIEF,

—

THE CONCERNED PARENTS OF OUR STATE DEMAND MEASURABLE
OBJECTIVES TO PREPARE THEIR CHILDREN FOR A FUTURE OF INCREASING

COMPLEXITY,
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THE PLAN BEFORE YOU WILL DELIVER OBJECTIVES THAT MEET
A —n,

THESE MODERN CHALLENGES.,
____.—-—-""-_——_‘\

THE HARD-WORKING MEN AND WOMEN OF OREGON..V//AND THE MEN
AND WOMEN WHO STILL ONLY WISH THEY COULD FIND WORK.;/ DEMAND
THAT WE DEEPEN AND DIVERSIFY OUR RESERVOIR OF SECURE JOBS.

THE PLAN BEFORE YOU WILL SUBSTANTIALLY DEEPEN THAT

RESERVOIR,

VIRTUALLY EVERY CITIZEN IN OUR STATE DEMANDS THAT WE
STABILIZE THE METHOD BY WHICH WE FINANCE OUR PUBLIC SCHOOL%/;ND
THAT WE ALSO STRICTLY LIMIT THE INEXORABLE ESCALATION OF LOCAL
PROPERTY TAXES,

THE PLAN BEFORE YOU MEETS EACH OF THESE LEGITIMATE
=

DEMANDS.,

——

NEVERTHELESS,/4;E SALES TAX HAS BUILT AN ENDURING RECORD

OF OPPOSITION AMONG THE VOTERS OF THE STATE OF OREGON,

As A FORMER LONG-TIME OPPONENT OF A SALES TAX,/G HAVE
CAREFU EVIEWED AND SERIOQUSLY RESPONDED TO THE ARGUMENTS OF
SERI1UUSL
THE OPPONENTS.,
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THIS PLAN HEEDS THE DEMANDS OF CITIZENS WHO HAVE TOLD US
THEY WILL NOT ACCEPT A NEW TAX WITHOUT THE REPLACEMENT OF AN OLD

TAX,

THERE ARE THOSE WHO ASK WHETHER THIS PLAN WILL
SUFFICIENTLY LIMIT THE GROWTH OF LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES,

To THEM | SAY..y//¥£§ﬂ/%HIS PLAN RESTRICTS PROPERTY-TAX
GROWTH EVEN MORE RIGIDLY THAN ANY OTHER PLAN EVER PUT BEFORE YOU,

THERE ARE THOSE WHO ASK IF THIS PLAN WILL LIMIT THE
GROWTH OF EDUCATIONAL SPENDING IN OREGON,
Beabnsi
To THEM I sav... YES, LIMITING THE FLOW OF REVENUE TO
OUR SCHOOLS 1S ABSOLUTELY THE BEST MEANS OF RESTRICTING SPENDING

IN OUR SCHOOLS.,

~— =t

THERE ARE THOSE WHO ASK WHETHER REVENUES FROM A SALES
TAX SHOULD BE DEDICATED TO ALL LEVELS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION,

To THEM | SAY"'/.!EE//WE-EEET BE FLEXIBLE IN THE FUTURE
TO BE ABLE TO PUT DOLLARS WHERE THE NEED IS GREATEST IN ORDER TO
MAINTAIN AN INTEGRATED SYSTEM OF EDUCATION FROM KINDERGARTEN
THROUGH GRADUATE SCHOOL.

THERE ARE THOSE WHO ASK WHETHER A SALES TAX CAN BE FAIR
T0 OREGONIANS LIVING ON FIXED AND LOW INCOMES,
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To THEM | SAY..;/}YE?)/#HIS PLAN GOES FURTHER TO EXEMPT
EVERYDAY PURCHASES FROM A SALES TAX, AND TO REBATE SALES TAXES TO
LOW-INCOME OREGONIANS, THAN ANY OTHER PLAN IN THE HISTORY OF OUR

STATE.,

THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY THEY FAVOR A SALES TAX BUT WHO
ASK TIF WE SHOULD NOT ALSO REDUQE STATE INCOME TAXES,

To THEM 1 SAY..V//YES, I HAVE ALREADY RECOMMENDED A

SUBSTA INCOME-TAX REDUCTION FOR THE 1985-87 BIENNIUM/%ITH A
CLEAR PLEDGE THAT INCOME TAXES CAN BE REDUCED STILL FURTHER IN
THE FUTURE, .
'-——-————-—""',’_,:—_—//’___—_—__'““—'—”‘ —
Fina v//}HERE ARE THOSE WHO ASK IF IT 1S WISE TO
ELIMINATE THE SO-CALLED “30 PERCENT” PROGRAM OF PROPERTY-TAX

RELIEF,

—

SoLUTBlA
To THEM 1 SAY..: , YES, /THIS PROGRAM WAS A BAD IDEA WHEN

IT WAS ENACTED,

THIS IS AN ANEMIC PROGRAM THAT DOES ABSBEBFEEY NOTHING

TO RETARD THE GROWTH OF LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES,

THIS 1S A PROGRAM THAT:/IN FA T//;AS BEEN A MAJOR
CONTRIBUTOR TO OBSCENE INCREASES IN THE PROPERTY TAX.
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oMy, Dsfezrve
THIS IS AN ILL-CONCEIVED«PROGRAM THAT MUST NOT BE
—

PERPETUATED FOR ANOTHER BIENNIUM,

TR —

TIElS
THE ROAD THAT STRETCHES BEFORE US IS ONE THAT CAN EASILY

BE STREWN WITH CONFLICTY/WlTH CONTRDVERSY/AND WITH CONTENTION.

You kNOW THAT [ UNDERSTAND THAT,
-

BUT WE MUST NOT FAIL TO TRAVEL THIS ROAD TO THE DESTINY
WE HONESTLY SEEK FOR THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE.

I PLEDGE TO YOU:/&ITHOUT RESERVATION;/&Y TOTAL
COMMITMENT TO COOPERATE WITH YOU AS A PARTNER IN WORKING

TOGET R:/GN PLANNING TOGETHER AND IN FIGHTING TOGETHER TO WIN

THIS BATTLE,

WE MUST BE RESOLVED IN OUR DETERMINATION TO SUCCEED.
——— 4

We MUST BE EQALLY RESOLUTE IN OUR COMMITMENT TO
COMMUNICATE WITH ONE ANOTHER,

WE CANNOT AFFORD TO BECOME DEADLOCKED IN DIVISIVENESS
THAT WILL DRAG US STILL FURTHER FROM OUR ULTIMATE GOAL THAT NOW
IS SO CLEARLY ATTAINABLE,
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[F THERE 1S ANYONE IN THIS CHAMBER WHO HOLDS DIFFERENT
IDEAS FOR GETTING THIS JOB DONE/ WE MUST BEGIN TALKING

———

IMMEDIATELY,
=

My OFFICE 1S AVAILABLE AND IS OPEN TO ALL OF YOU,

WE CANNOT PERMIT A SINGLE DAY TO PASS IN WHICH WE SHOULD
HAVE COMMUNICATED WITH ONE ANOTHER BUT DID NOT DO SO,

WE MUST ALSO COMMUNICATE ACTIVELY WITH THE PEOPLE WHO

SENT US HERE,

TOGETHERF/@E MUST RESOLVE TO CARRY OUR MESSAGE TO THE
WHEAT GROWER IN EASTERN OREGON WITH THE SAME ENTHUSIASM THAT WE
CARRY IT TO THE EDITORS IN SoUTHERN OREGON,

WE MUST RESOLVE TO CARRY IT TO THE SERVICE STATION
ATTENDANT IN MITCHELL WITH THE SAME FERVOR THAT WE DELIVER IT TO
THE C1Ty CLUB IN PORTLAND.

NRIEES e e

As LEGISLATORS WHOSE AUTHORITY SPRINGS FROM THE PEOPLE,

YOURS IS A PROUD TASK AND AN HONORABLE RESPONSIBILITY.

You ASKED THE PEOPLE TO LET YOU REPRESENT THEM.

THE PEOPLE RESPONDED BY SAYING YES, REPRESENT MF,
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NURING THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION, YOU WILL SEE OR HEAR

FROM NO MORE THAN A TINY MINORITY OF OREGONIANS,.. PERHAPS NO
_— _
MORE THAN 2 OR 3 PERCENT,

——

THERE WILL BE TWO-MILI ION. EIVE-HUNDRED=THOUSAND YOU

WILL NOT SEE OR HEAR FROM.

BuT YOU MUST NEVER FORGET THEIR WISHES,

You MUST NEVER NEGLECT THEIR UNEXPRESSED DEMANDS,

You MUST NEVER IGNORE THEIR UNSPOKEN DREAMS,

You REPRESENT THEM AS MUCH AS THOSE WHO WILL WALK THESE

HALLS.,
_F___‘_________________._________————"'_____—______—-—\—-___

THE OREGON LEGISLATURE IS NOT A GAME TO BE PLAYED FOR
THE SPORT OF SEEING WHICH ONE OF YOU WINS OR LOSES,

INSTEAD,/IT IS A SERIDUS BUSINESS IN WHICH THE ONLY
WINNERS OR LOSERS WILL BE THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE WHO HAVE

——
ENDOWED THEIR REPRESENTATIVES WITH A SACRED TRUST,

A DECADE AGO, BARBARA TUCHMAN DESCRIBED HISTORY AS "THE

UNFOLDING OF MISCALCULATION,”
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BuT TODAY NONE OF US CAN AFFORD..7//NOR wiLL [
TOLERATE, ., ANY MISCALCULATION IN CHARTING THE FUTURE OF OUR

——ey

STATE OF UREGON,

WE CANNOT AFFORD TO HAVE FUTURE GENERATIONS LOOK BACK ON
THIS UNIQE PERIOD IN OUR HISTORY AND SAY THAT WE MISCALCULATED.,

NONE OF US WISHES FUTURE GENERATIONS TO REMEMBER OURS AS
THAT WHICH SHIRKED A RESPONSIBILITY,/%HICH DISMISSED AN
OBLIGATION, MHICH TURNED LOOSE OF AN OPPORTUNITY THAT MIGHT NEVER

APPEAR AGAIN,

INSTEAD,/ WE DESIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS TO REMEMBER OUR
e
DEEDS...//EVEN IF THEY FORGET OUR NAMES...//FOR OUR VISION OF

e

UNPRECEDENTED ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY,

T THE 2,197 DAYS THAT HAVE DELIVERED US TO THIS
N ow
E XTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY, WE,STAND AT AN HISTORIC CROSSROADS,

AD WiUe THE Wold o MROAPS MAE MeiAmsiy UssD.

TODAY WE MAY CHOOSE EITHER OF TWO ROADS THAT WILL LEAD
US TO TWO DIFFERENT KINDS OF TOMORROWS,

WITHOUT ACTUALLY TRAVELING DOWN EITHER OF THEM,
%=
I CAN SEE VIVIDLY, WHERE THEY WILL LEAD,
—_— A

e
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THE FIRST ROAD IS CLEARLY POSTED,

B AT
1, . ; IT LEADS TO A SPARKEEMG FUTURE NOT UNLTIKE THAT OF THE

MYTHTC@L CITY WITH ITS STREETS PAVED OF GOLD,

THIS ROAD LLEADS TO MORE JOBSV/TO MORE PROSPERITY AND TO
A DIVERSIFIED, BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR OREGONIANS,

IﬂlS ROAD LEADS TO BETTER AND MORE STABLE EDUCATION FOR

OUR CHILDREN,

THIS ROAD LEADS TO FAIRER TAXATION FOR OUR CITI'ZENS,
M
Now, LET US LOOK DOWN THE SECOND ROAD,

THAT ROAD IS POSTED JUST AS CLEARLY,

BuT 1T LEADS TO A REAL CITY WHERE THE STREETS MAY NOT BE

PAVED AT ALL,

THAT ROAD LEADS TO LOST INDUSTRIESV/TO LOST JOBS AND TO
THE LOSS OF OUR FUTURE.,

HAT ROAD LEADS TO DETERIORATION IN THE SCHOOLING OF OUR

CHILDREN//AND, SADLY, TO SILENT SCHOOLYARDS.
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THAT ROAD LEADS TO A DANGEROUS PROPERTY-TAX LIMITATION
THAT WILL BRING MORE MISERY THAN OUR STATE HAS EVER EXPERIENCED,
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EACH LEGISLATIVE SESSION STARTS ANEW WITH A CLEAN SLATE

BEFORE IT,

EXCITEMENT IS IN YOUR HEARTS FOR THE ACTIONS YOU CAN
TAKE TO MAKE A BETTER OREGON,

ENTHUSIASM IS AT A FEVER PITCH AND YOUR HOPES ARE

BOUNDLESS.,

HoweVER, NEgEE BEFORE HAS A LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY HAD
SUCH A SPARKLING OPPORTUNITY TO SETTLE THE ;g;gg? OF THE STATE AS

YOU HAVE TODAY.

You CAN DO NOTHING CONSTRUCTIVE FOR EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE AND PROPERTY-TAX RELIEF ,.. AND PLUNGE OUR STATE INTO
AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE AT BEST, AND AN ECONOMIC DEATH TRAP AT WORST.

_Q,Rﬁou CAN/ WITH A STR NSENSUS/ANS’NER THE

QUESTIONS ONCE AND FOR ALH/WHICH WILL LEAD OUR STATE INTO A
BRILLIANT FUTURE FOR A LIFE IN A STATE SURROUNDED BY GOD'S GIFT
OF NATURAL BEAUTY AND A LIFE OF ECONOMIC SECURITY,

I HAVE PICKED WHICH OF THE TOMORROWS I WANT FOR MY

STATE,

JOIN ME,



