OEO Instruction 6320-1

The issuance of OEO Instruction 6320-1 established the mission
and the model (family, agency and community) of Community Action:

“To stimulate a better focusing of all available, local, state, private, and
Eederal resources upon the goal of enabling low-income families, and low-
income individuals of all ages in rural and urban areas, to attain the skills,
knowledge, and motivations and secure the opportunities needed for them

to become self-sufficient.”  Family

“The Act thus gives the CAA a primarily catalytic mission: to make the
entire community more responsive to the needs and interests of the poor
by mobilizing resources and bringing about greater institutional sensitivity.
A CAA's effectiveness, therefore, is measured not only by the services
which it directly provides but, more importantly, by the improvements and
changes it achieves in the communily’s attitudes and practices toward the
poor and in the allocation and focusing of public and private resources for
antipoverty purposes.” Community

“In developing its strategy and plans, the CAA shall take into account the
area of greatest community need, the availability of resources, and its own
strengths and limitations. /f should establish realistic, aftainable objectives,
consistent with the basic mission established in this Instruction, and
expressed in concrete terms which permit the measurement of results.
Given the size of the poverty problem and its own limited resources, the
CAA should concentrate its efforts on one or two major objectives where it
can have the greatest impact.” Agency

OEO Instruction 6320-1, November 16, 1970,
Donald Rumsfeld, Director.



