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Saturday, February 13, 1982 (

Agnes_Kennedy Luchs and her daugher, Seaverton Oral History Project
Yvonne Mr¥Xx McCann

at thetr home at 6325 S.7. Alice Lane, Reaverton, Oregon

Karen 'Jickre

Rosalle Jakefield (October 1, 1983)

..ézz&erything was, you see it had bheen logged off, you know, at one time -- big trees -- and ...

YIIKRT:
ACNES

LRy M
8 =

rJV/‘ ettt \
?hts—was\kp on Beaverton Hillsdale Highway)

And were you born there?
Yes.
',mereaboutsl{’;;{l the highwayj %Jug‘nly?

j.tﬁn g 101. Our house, when Dad built his neti %‘;iﬁe.,(éit‘ W SF 10055 -- 99th was the 1ast/gtreet that
went through until it got clear up to 103rd.,\ #==ma divided the two twenty-acre pieces that they had.,

Your parents?

Yes,

Your parents had two, twenty-acre pieces?

Yes. And this 103zd goes right between it,

—ii Mzen d¢id they come here?

Y

Dad come out to Oregon in 1877

Illinois,

Lsrtoriie

But he d[pe from Maine first.

Had he been born in Jurope?
Yes, he was born in Turope.

""here was he horn?

Lo BA —278.
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ing ‘“i‘m'éais father died before he was born and he was the last of seven childrer, T think it was seven,
No, it was =ix, I guess.

And his name was Kennedy

Andrew Kennedy, Andrew 1, -5 M, daughter has been searching the family tree for quite a while nowy, 4nd now
that she is retired, s she does more of it, aw# Hhe runs into people that are looking for the same things.

Some are looking for the same name that she was looking for, so Dad and Mother both come from VMaine. My

mother was born there,but she was born in Avgusta. And Dad was born in
Ansen. DTNov gmhow far apart those places are, T don't know.

Jhat was her name?

1y mother's name was XRimesm Tinkham, Tel-N-K-[i-4-}, sec—dmen—mi—Dadlo—matoe * dad's name was Kennedy, of
course, and his mother was -- come from Scotland, so he was born hLere but his Mother was, his mother's father
fought in the Revolutionary Var., e, Hou know whent the Revolutionary 'Jar was over?

Yes.

You couldn't get on a train or bus or anything and go home. VYou had to walk., There was no way of getting
anywhere except your horse, and he didn't have a horse. 4nd ne was hurt. Ilis knee was 't:ad} il -
—aswess injured in the war or something, so he walked home. I don't know where iﬂ,was or where he went., Where-
ever he was, that's where he was discnarged. And these wars our kids was in, they'd bring them to us wherever
they had enlisted, they'd issue out. m Zut not there. “Yhen the war was over, === here you are and you get
home the best way you can. So he hobbled home. .'’e got home to Mainé and he married my meewwwans: crezt

{ 1> AT - _2 3 L -

grandmother or great great grandmother, T don't know which it was, Slee—eesm.l s Rt it e

eimerr She was fermary <, -‘er Lusband was Irish. He came from Bray, Ireland.

Now this is your great, great, great...

Yo, I guess it must have been gk great, great, because I don't think it was too far back -- the Revolutionary
lar really wasn't that far away, you know. But he was just a gyoung man, about 18, 19 years old, I guess, and
so when they fought in the Revolutionary “ar, they didn't sign up for four years like they do now. They
signed up for six weeks or a month or two, you know, ..o—[:xen if they wanted to call them back) they could.
Smniiame 1 guess he stayed theree -eesssosl {\e didn't go home in a mor*t“/ aryway. So he got back up to lMaine
and he married this Maria Gott, G-0-T-T., My husband was Swiss so he called nhim "Goat". h She
come from Germany and he come from Irelandg -so-Tey met here then and married, estermim .

That did they do in Meine? J

Tarmed, There was nothinr yammmse to do anywhere but farm. There wes no manufacturing or anything because

-’
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i inmland wanted them to buy stufl from them, 4w ['nat's whiat the Revolutionary Jar was a2bout. “ecause

e vad L
they cidn't went them +to make anything here, just bur it from them, e F,hey called it the Doston Tea larty

but thet wasn't just tea, it was everything, They had to pay a2 tax on emst stuff they got from then.sws [hc

was another thing that rankled them, *ﬁd they didn't have any chance to make anything here. — hat I'm
talking about is the tax didn't go toward anything in this country, it went back to ngland and kept the ¥ing
or jueen, wvhichever it was at that time, rding, ewed—t——et el il bl iy .‘...:.—‘]he tea party was Jjust

2 symbol of a bunch of angry people who didn't want their money going back 8 to England to keep things going
there, They wanted to get this country started, to get things done nere, =5 zhegy didn't have much of any-
thing.

-?E‘IZTf you needed a chair and somebody else nad a cow, they would trade, you know, But you had to find )
somebody who had something you wanted at the time., =Seteenio . _hot sas-siad,
So ®mesde your great, great grandparents pesdsiesses stayed in laine, then?
They stayed in Maine, and they got married. ”‘he" didn't have any house «s—gumesmdwmy 50 they made their own

bficks and built thelr house, == ‘ his man 3@% was writing to my daughter said the house im stil] +there in )

IVIaine,-aa—-... She wrate to them and asked them to send her a picture of it, but they didn't so far. They may
have, She'd like to Bo back there, but she doesn't want to go alone. —ad ﬂer husband is, well I don't want

to call him disabled, you Iﬂov '“e's strong in his body but he can't see very well and he doesn't hear very
well., So sk he wouldn't want to go.An"how, he wouldn't be interested in anything back there, -s-e_She doesn't
want to go alone but doesn't know of anybody-- and I'm too old to go with her., 1I'd like to go myself, but I
wouldn't ®e atle to.

It would be fun to track down,

I can't see very well either but T can't get around either. T've h;ad a lot of trouble., Tt seems all my life

I've been falling down, breaking my knees and stuff like that, so....( I'm kind of disabled now. I can't walk

very well, erb—rmsserm———tme ey )
> 7

“ow many children@id ‘R\tﬂ‘\m)e.

Losimans—piritdeenedidthauhawas Three, And of course, his name was Rrayf, so that's the name they had, xes ;

ZFZITEW., Bray.. e Ihere was a picture #in the paper. 1I've got it but I don't know where it is now, of a 2ray

family over in Oregon City or “Jest Linn or someplace in that direction,dsessd Ehey have a letter that was

written about a hundred yeags ago, Pt s trtmilo—r—t—wae—li e Tkt o Ciiiaem T T T,
et icfut“ve.—:dIt was put in the paper, We=mwes= e hat letter awe—+ was handed down from one /
penewakias person to ¥ the other until a hundred years was up # and they was to open it ) in a

bundred years, but they were going to be out on the Tourth of July -- this fella wrote it on the ourth of July. )
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and so they ® read it a couple of days akead of time, Tt was in the paper, that letter was, and everything.
Yow was this related to the Pray family? *
Jell, wile this fella that wrote it fousht in the 0ivil Jar; it waes Lis descerdant. 7e don't have agpybodv in
our beSEh of the family named 2ray except this great great agrandfather, becahse our ancestors were gir éi(%wg‘t‘/‘1
girls and this boy. Girﬁ&'fhther's mother married 2 Yelshman and my mother's (these are grandpeople) married
Bnolish, Pwdeiex Tinkham is an nglish name, So ¥¥then this woman that was my father's grandmother married L
a Jelshman and his name was, what the dickens was his name?? Can't think of it now, Zut anyhow, she married
Yennedy. She was my §§§§§§i§ grandmother so she's my great & grandmother. 3
Your great grandmother married a Kennedy.
85-1;en her mother, mowmas ny gre#tigreat‘gr ndmother 4:Zyes it was a great, great great graddfather that foucht )

ond S0 whan hus dad

..... iy , she had four girls and Dad, and then his brother. His

in the Revolutionary War)
brother was older than he was, and then there was a girl and then there was Dad, and then there was these three
girls beyond. ind so when he died, why she gave the g¢baby away. In fact, somebody took all the girls. You
know, scattered them around whereever they could,

Among relatives? Friends and relatives?

Yes., And so I guess evervbody was related there in that tow

Ve%re still in Maine?

Ves, still in lMaine,

Anson?

\

Jell, must have beecn! Pecause that's where Dad was born, ves. So then these people that took Dad, they didn't

want her to get him back,heecsnse—immri—r rre——

is mother?

Yes. . Because th& was the agreemmnt, that if she got married again or had some way of taking care of the
children, she would take them back., So they took Dad and skipped out for Illlinois. %néf‘gat's how he
happened to be there.

Now these people who took him were...

o, they wasn't family., Their name was Harker. T think Dad was talking about Harker. And I could kick myself
all over Cregon because I didn't ask him more about that. e was five years old when the Revolutionary ‘jar
e he used to call them the Harker folks,-if;§§ 'hen he was 8 or 9 years old, they
both died. Roth of them died., lust have had some kind of a disease or something, scarlet fever or something.
But he didn't tell me that., But I guess he yas roaming around B “ieda(sp?) Iieda, ik ) T
T11in0is, it WaS, Comttme > ’

was over and
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JICKRE: Ye left with them whern he was around five?

AONTS lell, no, they diedy See, and he was Jjust left alone,

JICKRE: In I1linois?

ACNES Yes, There was no orphanages or anythings ther,-m"*' mother's father went out there, too, but he didn't know

Dad was there. Didn't anybody know where Jad was. Co $there was one day, he saw this 1little kid fooling around
I guess, and he said, "Heldo, little boy, what's your name?" Ile said, "My name is g Andred Mellon Kennedy™
and T was born in ‘Anson, Maine." ZIegcause they gave him that informztion and these people kept it, you know,
‘.‘515&0 he had that down by 11eartk4hat he was born on the 28th of January, 1858, He repeated that to him.

I think Cranddad Tinkham knew that that was the little boy that they had lost back there in Maine, so he
immediately wrote to all of them back there and said he had found that little boy.quo what happened to him

afterk he was nine years old, T don!t know anything about that <f until he was fifteen.

JICKRE: Did he stay in Illinois?
AGIZ : Yo, He went to Michigan, StemeieisglWhen T was Wot quite two) a—zuacs, three of my

+h
brothers and sisters died of diptheria. 'So-[hey had a trunk a-nd-a.‘!i-..ad all kinds of stuff in it, you know,

and T wes kind of a2 snoopy littile kid and T got into thet trunk one day and there was a letter in there from
one of Cranddad's sisters that lived in <iad«aes Michigan, st—saocd., -‘-aa’-&he wrote to them and szid how sorry
she was that they had lost these children, you know, and all that. So then I just got to thinking that I

bet a dollar he went up »wwsbiem~ there and lived with her, when he was fine years old. 2Recause Crandpa Zimse
Tinkham found out s where he was and wrote to.everybody and told them where he was, so T think she must have
taken him in, Put he didn't go to school. 7le didn't go to school after he was nine years old. T .don.'t Jnow
why she didn't send him to school, but when he was fifteen he went to work i in the logging camp % m'd“.vm

as a whistle punk, rou know, T don't know if you khow what a whistle punk is --

JICKRE: Just the name. I don't know exactly what they do.
AGNES iy T cuess they still have them, if there's a logging camp any place., =& [.,‘-. e rena VAR Sl ey

é‘aeb—-uhen they was supposed to blow the whistle, they blew (it. They knew when and what Eﬁi blew it for,
2ut T don't remember, I don't know anything about that. So if they blew the whistle, anybody that was in the
way of a piece of fmachinery flying around or a tree that's going to fall or anything, they'd get out of the
way, So anywhy he went to work there, fifteen years old, and of course, he kept contact with Grandpa Tinkham
all the time, and when Grandpa Tinkham decided to come out here to Oregon, he was nineteen then, Dad wag. He
come along.

WICKRE ) ow, do you know why he degeided to come? ) )

AGNES Nidn't have anybody, and he wanted the adventure, I ruess, Tt you go to Oregon, I'm soing too!

ok
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Yes., Rut why did Crandpa Tinkham decide to come, do you know? M Nid he know anyone here?
T don't krow, Mow he had 2 rreat big nice farmm bach there and the kids was -- my mother was sixteen, and vou

know at that age, kids don't want to move. T've sot a stack of cards that high of children that gave her that

name card, You know,that's what they did in those days--gave them 2 card with their name on it, RBeard or

Tlower or something...

Yes, little calling cards. I've seen them. They're pretty.

Yell, I've got a whole bunch of them. T put that stuff away. T don't know where it is now. T'll have to

run onto §it someday. TBut anyway, she kept them and she gave them to me aiga I kept them. I'll give them

to Pat, She's the one who likes all that stuff.

Your dad came odfrwhen he was 19, and your mother was 16 and still back in lNaine?

7y mother was 16 and Dad was 19, and they had a railroad out here at that time, and I was under the impression
that they came ouvt, wket right straight to Oregon, you know. RBut my cousin who is older that I am, said, "No,

Sac tomento
they didn't. They went to HeskiZassmeions uun~F}=d§!tuu first," and I said to myself, "/hy, of course, that's
where the railroad was laid to." let—Ses—lisiiislew——ie=msme=te, And if you've ever been to Lake Tahoe --

have you been there?

Yes.

Tell, that roadseessmdess that g coes right straight to Sacramento, that's where the railroad came to.
R ..éﬁlﬁéuasu>¢4*fter that, they got up to Cregon on the boat, I think,

Tt g -2 3

Now this would have been around when]'*khf'ihen your grandfather and father came?

m‘ é'_’___
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1877. That's when Dad and them all come up here, ==w Dad wket, af course, he heeded a Job, and being only 19,
why he couldn't get very much of a Job., Crandpa Tinkham got a job over i]\@swego working in the iron smelter.
Asd%ie worked there for quite a while. T guess he worked there (G;til my mother was 19 or 20 years 0ld., wei=
’Ea—en et DAd had 2 shance to get a Job up in '’hite Salmon, h!ashing‘ton,-an.d‘&e took care ofg%arm
%Q;t.a pioneex?%g%.come out to Jashincton and planted a fruit orchard. Down around where White Salmon is there

aren't any trees; they didn't have to clear anything -- just prairie . So he planted this orchard and by the

time Dad got out there in 1877
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why that orchard had frozen down and then grown up again, you know, where it didn't freeze. You know, it takes
about seven years for a fruit tree to bear, so to freeze down.. it must have been about fourteen years. That was
was quite a long mgk ways., It must have been in 1863,
That's a long time to wait.
(laughter) Yes, of course, he didn't care. He just left the place and went back east and we hired somebody to

WICKRE:
AGNES?

WICKRE:
AGNES:
WICKRE:
AGNES:

WICKRE:
AGNES

WICKRE:

take care of it. So Dad was it.
1 _see m 3

> And there wasyf an Indian tribe up there, md;é{a?tc—alled them. wefeimiieiagii=t o~ ] can't remembeTy) ek

hey used to come there and get fruit, the Indians did. Dad learned quite a bit of Indian words from them but
they were good people, they didn't bother anybody, or they weren't mean like people think Indians were. They weren't

that way at all., Indians got mean because people were mean to them, and that's the only reason under the sun.
Beeausedhen the pilgrims come here, they met them with open arms and helped them, you know, plant corn and stuff.
But if you read the history about the pilgrims : a

couple—ef—thres—amt—Tpgave—itt—to—Rai._But the pilgrims were really mean to the Indians and that's the reason that
they were mean. So those people that were there when Dad come, why he was good to them and they were good to him,

Yes., They got along.
Yes. They got along real good, and they taught him Indian words. There was one time... When Dad used to give them
apples, he'd pick them up off the ground, you know. But this time it was rainingyf, They came and wanted some
apples and Dad (laughter) didn't want to go out in the rain and get any apples, so he went down the cellar and got
some, He said, "Nowfidon't you tell anybody that I gave youf apples out of the cellar." So it was just about time
for those Indians to get back and the other Indians to get there, here they all came, they all wanted ... so he
was going to bear the rain and go out and get some apples and, "Oh, no, Oh, no. No apples off of the ground. We
want apples out of the cellar." They Jjust told, you know, as soon as they got back.
That's right. The word was out.
Yes. Indians were at that time more or less children. They didn't think grown-up., They thought like children did.
I wonder what tribe. Do you know?
Well, I was trying to think of it, because I do know it., It was the -- oh, I can't remember, doggone it. I wish
I could. I'll probably think of it after you're gone.
So your dad worked for this orchard in White Salmon when he was still a young man?
Yes. He was 19. I guess he was there until he was dbout 20 or 21. S R—SENEUURITI Ty — & IOt qy mother
)‘ and her father and mother -—Hmofall lived B around Tigard. ’

Oh, they had moved fout also? Your mother and her family had moved out separately.
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AGNES Well, they came together. Dad came with them.

WICKRE: As a group from the town they lived in.

AGNES: Yes, they came by the train. The train they had come on was a fsgigx freight train but it had { one car wigags on the
back where the people that wanted to come on it would come. So that's how they got out here -“ to
Sacramento. S~ ey . .

WICKRE: Do you know why they came north from Sacramento? Did they know anyone in Oregon?

AGNES No. They was going to come to Oregon anyway. They was going to come because there was a lot of talk about
Oregon country -- ground was greefland all that to-do , so tha.t'j why they came out. I think more for adventure
than anything else. The women didn't particularly want to come, but the men were the ones. They were the
adventurous ones, "Oh, we want to go out there and get all that free groung//and all that stuff.‘( I've got a book
here about Tualatin that has quite a bit of history. I buy all the history books I can find. So anyway he came
down here then and married my mother, and he was 22 and she was 19.

WICKRE: Had they planned this alreaqy?

AGNES: I guess they did., I don't know. I didn't hear anything about that. Nobody told me anything about that. So he

T wanted tb go back up to White Salmon and take up a claim.

WICKRE: A homestead?

AGNES: Yes. But my mother, No, Sir, she wasn't going to go and her mother didn't want her to go so they didn't go.

They stayed down here and Dad worked over here on Canyon Road -- the one that goes over the hill. There was a
logging camp over there, so he worked there. And then he heard about this piece of ground there on the highway
being for sale. He paid $400 for it.

WICKRE: And at that time, it was 40 acres?

AGNES Twenty acres. And he planted some fruit trees. ami& He planted all the kinds of fruit trees thajwas g growing

in Michigan -- they were so good in Michigan. And they ’ aren't good a bit out here. Oh, they're just terrible.
So there was a lot of them he cut down afterwards. And he cleared that 20 acres #fk by cutting down wood. It
was still great big trees, you know, h‘“é sold it for $1.00 a cord and he took it over what's 101 (Street) now
over to the railroad track. See, the railroad track is where -- what is that street? Fifth Street, I think,
down below =-- well around where Fred Meyer has a building there. I think they call it Beaverton Mall now.

Anyway, that's where the railroad track whnt, so he hauled it @own there and they piled it on their traip, becuase
at that time they were burning wood. They would burn the wood to make the fire to make the hot water to make the
engine run. So he cut 400 cords of wood and paid for his farm.qh‘hey had a little shack that was built straight
up and down. -So one night they were out getting‘ J the chickens -- see in the summertime, the #mWw , hens would
hatch thelr chickens and thev'd hateh ont there and evervwhere and thev'd flv imn in the treecs +n rnrR QAn thovw



® ¢

WICKRE:
AGNES
WICKRE:
AGNES

WICKRE:
AGNES:

WICKRE:
AGNES

get them all together and kcrowd them into the chickenhouse. Well, hmmmmsiweibumm if you get them in there once, they
would go in every time by themselves., They were out there, and they looked up and their house was on fire and
their two little ones -- their two first sssm ones was in the house. So they m ran in there and Dad ran upstairs
and had one kid under each arm. And the thing burnt down -- Jjust wood, you know, and down it went. I have a
wtTomssskiveey- pitcher there that was burned broke, but they had it mended, because 1 guess it was one of my
mother's wedding presents.,

When did they get married, by the way? Do you know what year?

Well, my mother was 19 and Dad was 22, and Dad was born in*JlJB 1858, so it would be 1880.

He came out in 1877. IHwould be 1880.

Yes, I remember Pat was telling me she was looking for the deed for the farm there and she couldn't find it. She
was looking for 1880, and she couldn't find that he had any deed, you know., So then she happened to remember that
they recorded the deed when they got the place paid for. So they had the place paid for in three years. That
would have made it '83. So she went and looked at 1883, and there it was. So anyway ‘c.heybu.l t1:he house on what's

the highway now, part of it. They biilt one room and ghe built some more later on, I—den i lemeow—wiremr—they—goi-
e children d#¥&bout -- one was thee and the other was one,

I think.

When they were building that? -
Well, that's when the fire happened. Se-JEhey were married in 1880, zgaj would make it about 1882, abouty™
wouldn't it. -391 t's when the first one was born, the second was born later on.

W many children were there?
They haA seven. But they only managed tgQ end up with three, because they died of diptheria, so t'h&y brother
and I are the only two that are alive. %d- here was a dirt road there and Dad used to have a scraper. He was
quite a handy guy. He took a los and split it right square in two. I don't know how he split it -- wasn't a
saw -- and he took one half and he put it in this way. This is the way he put them together. And then he would

go along on the side of the road and drag the dirt—S

’had this chickenhouse and they didn't want them i roosting outside and getiing cold and all that, ?so they would .
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TAPE #1, X SIDE # & 2 - AGNES KENNEDY LUCHS, continued

and kept it cleared. Hn;{"\'e went from the Canyon Road down 107th and then down out £ road cesweshsssex to
Jamieson Road.aﬁ.'rhat's about 93rd, I think, ani'Ha'd go down there as far as he could and he'd kgo ‘%1“13' to
Raleigh. Because he was a mail carrier in 1905. He was one of the first mail carriers in Beaverton -- him
and Mr. Boyd. Kloyd Fisher and Boyd was the first ones, but then Floyd didn't like it so he quit and Dad being
the next nne behind him, he got that route. And he got $50 a month. You had to furnish your own stuff, and
seeing as how Mr. Boyd and Dad both had the farm and raised their own food, why it &4 didn't cost them anything
you know, except to keep their buggy wheels greased. So that's why he kept the road as smooth § as he could
as far as he could go.

WICKRE: Mow often would he make the mail run?

AGNES: Oh, he went every day. Yes, every day. And he went up around where the golf course comes off there to
Whitword(sp?) they call it. He went @ up there and around into Tigard, aul—# took a pouch from there -- every-
body's mail to Tigard went to Beaverton. Dad took it in a sealed pouch over to @R Tigard and they had their
door there. That's all in the Tigard history there. Then she would give him one to bring back to Beaverton.
The reason they done that because there was no train or anything going from Portland to Tigard. There was a
road but nobody went therja to take mail. So that's the reason they did that. So they put Jesmamsme his name in
the Tigard history because he was the first mail carrier to come around there. But he would come around toWhat
they called the Bull Mountaih Road, and go up around Bull Mountain Road and then back to Beaverton, and he kn@w
-- there was a lot of names in that Tigard history that I remembered because he would talk about them. Well,
the mail carrier was really their contact with the outside world. And everybody loved the mgilf mall carrier,
and Dad liked them, too.

4"“1h’ere's a little story about -- well, maybe I better not tell that,-—-‘nut—anyh{(laughter) One of the
men -- of course, they all had cream to sell -- that was their income -- He was gone, I guess, onea day when
his mail check come -- or maybe he wasn't gone. Maybe he was outside somewhere, and his daughter was there.
She was married and lived in Portland. She was there that day. When his mail check didn't come -- that happened
that Gus Déssinger -- I don't know -- you don't remember Gus ]ﬁgsinger. He was BagksxxxxBadxwaxsriixamxik
Dad's sub and Dad wasn't on the route then., And so he was -- and that was when the mail check come. And
that's when he didn't get it. So he accused Gus D@singer of taking it -- and Oh! it hurt hisffeelings so bad,
you know. So nobody said anything about it. And I don't know about the check if they ever got it or
) not, but Dad, he knew somebody took that check, ) And he was awful glad he wasn't on the route, »’)at that time.
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So there was a letter come from the daughter to her mother and it was open just a little bit -- you know, it
wasn't sealed too good. So Dad just put his finger under there and opened it. He was sure it was against the
law., Seeing as how he's dead now, they can't put him in jail now. But he took it out and read it. And it
said in there, did Dad 4 suspect anything yet? So she was the one that went down to the mailbox and got the
chec%&*yeeded a little bit of money and decided she would take it, I guess., Her father wouldggave given it to
her f she would have asked him. Well, these stingy Germans -- but you know they needed all the money they had
in those days. We all did. But Daddy got raises after raises and finally he got up to $75 a month, and boy
that was a lot of money. One of my girlfriends was married and her husband was making $90 a month and they
said, "Well, what are @ you going to do with all the money?" She sdid, "Oh, I'm going to salt it." I
remember her saying that, but you know, I said one time, "If you would get $100 a month, I could get along and
save money," But if they don't get $1,000 a month now, they're not happy.
That's right.
That's foolish, It's really foolish to have that mach money.
Well it's half_the need-its, too.
But I tell you, the way we was, when we moved to Portland, we got $12 a week for working at the Golf Course.
That's where Henry worked. And he got $12 and a half, I think, a week.
As a greens-keeper? What kind of work did he do?
He worked at Lloyd Golf Course. He was a greens-keeper, He got $12 and a half a week. And so he went in there --
Wwe were living out here on Sorrento Road,.&=d @hen he went in there it was to work on a golf course down& the
Broadmoor Golf Course. And something happened -- they laid him off, I guess, and he was -¢amggx unhappy because
there wasn't any jobs or anything. It was during the Depression -- it was bad, bad time. So he knew a man that
worked out at Lloyd ®es=iim, so he went down to see if maybe he could get on, and so when he got down there they
said, "Well, I think you're the very man we need, because their greenkeeper just quit" so he got on there, so he
was making twelve and a half a week anyway. And the rent we were paying was $12.50 a month. And now people that
are making $300 a month -- their rent is $300 a month, so it's Jjust the same after all. No matter how much money
¥ou're making, you're doing just as good as you was. These—peovpte—arross—thestreet—here—Tf—ecenlt—herdly—betiove—
id.___They're-peyins—-$400—emontirfor—theirhouse,—Ican'tbeltteve—it+—And di-isn'i—thatmuch-ef—a—house—either:
: Norre—of it hes e —Firis—house—eTeNaS— DUt T t—= 1T T et t—hed—rt—buriti—Xhe—ioldthon-hew-ho-iantod—il
M&—wthis%‘%‘gsehardwood floors all over the house except in the kitchen and bathroom. But the rest of them
are just plywood with a rug over. So we know that there's hardeood floors here because there wasn't any

rug on here when we come. We had that put on, so everything was bare floor. We could see ‘'em, ‘sut the rest
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of the houmes, they're little bitty dining rooms . , . couple of litile bitty bedrooms and one of their bedrooms

is about as big as our middle room. And little bitty dining rooms mand...

Do you know when they were built?

Yes. 1955. I don't know when they were ALL built.

I was wondering about the names in this area, the Wonderland names,..

Now, if you want history... Denney. Dad was the same age as King Denny. So his father came out here

Denny's?

Yes. And took up @R 620 acres, land claim., They came out real #§ early. .Aad.a.eyy the time Dad come around, they
had been dividing these land claims into small pieces and selling them. See, the fella 4gsat took up a land claim
of 620 acres and then he would divide it into about 20 acres, and over on the Canyon Road it was skt ten-acreg.
pieces. And sell them. He made himmself quite a little bit of money because his money was worth about the same

as ours is now. So ... ’

I want to back track a little here, to your mother. Did she stay at home with the children or did she work outside
the home?

Oh, she stayed home. No women worked. No women worked in those days.

Well, the stories I've heard was when they worked, they took in boarders or they sold eggs, Or...
Oh, they did thagf Lz )

?

; Bu
%side the home, no. She used to plece quilts. -Bu‘tdhen she died, she had 30 quilts all made, one made of silk

qu;ll, made all out of silk pieces.

With her friends coming in? Was she part of a group that would quilt?

Yes, they had a group of people around Raleigh that came together and every week I gues{%hey'd g0 up and sew,
AudAZne of the people up there at the house I met was named Quittam, and they were very good friends, my mother
and them. &® @hen my mother died, sy we divided her quilts. My sister in law wanted the silk quilt, so we gave
her the silk quilt, and then her house burnt down and burnt it up. I could have kicked /myself for letting her
have it. But we all divided her quilts, my sister and my brother and I. I think we each had about ten quilts.
So;I was surprised there was that many. Well, she just made them. She didn't use them. We didn't have that
many beds.

Noﬁ, did your father do other work besides the mail carrying?

L No. No, that's all he done. Well, he farmed. ‘ He had a 1little acreage there. ‘,
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WICKRE: Now you were talking about the Depression. What happened? Your family was still l¥ving on the twenty acres
up to that time?

AGNES: Well, the Depression. I was married then.

WICKRE: Oh, 0.X.

AGNES Henry and I was married in 1917. And we were having what we're having now -- a raise in money, you kiow.

JICKRE: Inflation.

AGNES Yes. And a sack of sugar was $27.' Yol oioidymmdeisiee Iy mother and father bought a -sack—ef—sumer—for-fi—iio—ant—a—irals

That=wortd—Be=a hundred-poundfpmmes=dise sack of sugar. &She'd buy one in the spring when she wanted to can her
fruit, and then buy one in the fall to last the winter. And if we spilled anything -- if it was salt, 0.K., but
if it was sugar, boy, we caught it. Just the least spoonful, or something. Soe—yvrr—ap—

Henry and I got married in 1917, we were just dmx doing fine out on the farm,eui—Gherrreg

WICKRE: sotst? One -Hundrad - ﬁwt’

AGNES Well, it was on Decatur. On the road that, Sorrento Road. Sorrento Road runs into Davies Road, and Davies Road

went past out place and went out to Scho

frerban Henry and I/ #e rented that.

WICKRE: How old were you, by the way)'///‘(‘fxen you got married.?

AGNES Twenty-one,

WICKRE: Had you been through high school?

AGNES No, I didn't go to high school. There was no high school here when I wmmk got out of school.

WICKRE: You went through eighth grade?

AGNES I went up to the eighth grade.

WICKRE: What school was that?

AGNES I went to St, Mary's when I was a kid. I was 11 years old. I think® I was in the 4th grade, 5th grade when I

went to St. Mary's, and I went on there to the eighth grade and I didn't pass out of eighth grade. So then I went
to St. Cecelia's down here. They had that built then and I went to that.And I graduated there. «se that's as
far as I went because the high school was built by the time I graudated, ‘s Hazel Peg) I remember, was going to
St. Mary's, too, because she was a little older than I was., ®EThey had a high school up there -- not exactly
what they call a high school. It was a commercial course, Just two years, it was,

WICKRE Kind of ¥R business.

AGNES ) Business course. And they only had about five ) or six girls in that. And when they had their )‘ first
graduation, thev almost celebrated. Because generally they only went once, you see. So they had this business
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So, after you got out of gk eighth grade, did you stay home?

course up there, but I didn't go to that.

Yes, I stayed home, I went to sewing school. Some of the other girls were going, so I went there. That was in
Portland, But when I got in there, I found out they were teaching it T ot N OOt Oe i
how to make patterns. And so we all learned how to make patterns. But I never made any patterns (laughter).
When a pattern was 15¢, why make them? The paper cost that much. So I learned to sew a little bit. I wasn't too
good a scholar, I didn't pay attention too much. Amd—seo—F—thought dxen I got out of there went there about
two years, I think -ﬁ thought {4 I knew how to sew, Well, I found out I didn't. But I learned. That's when
~Lgkmmuwgty you learn.
That's right. --When you find out you didn't learn.
(laughter) I didn't learn very much. But I got so I could sew real good. I made myself some real good dresses.
But I was going to tell you about tﬂis: Z

@en we were 1iving there on this road, this highway. It wasn't a highway then.

Yes, with your family.

Yes. There was a man had eighty acres, Not my father, but the road across the street belonged to a man named
Mr. Mott, M-O-T-T, and he had eighty acres. But you see, he bought part of this Denney. I think Denney went
clear over to Garden Home, because I think that @@ King Denney's father, at the time they came out--the husband
could get 620 acres and the wife could & get 620 acres, so they had 1240 acres, and they went me clear up to

WICKRE:
AGNES

Raleigh and all over Garden Home and clear down pretnear to Beaverton, where Mott got his property from.

Was that a homestead? e

This here actually is Denney's property., MSO you see how much he had. hd.‘.t was clear down to Allen Avenue
because Allens, they came in there, ,A’nd?l went clear up here to Denney Road. And it was across the street.

Well, Mr. Denney's father, his & sister came out with him. That's Denney's father's sister; King Denney's
aunt. And there was a fellow down here by the name of Fanno. I don't know how much, I think he had a land
claim, too. It went clear on over into Syl Scholls Road NS} clear over in there someplace.
And he raised onions, M‘He was an Italian, The Italians was-- you know there was a lot of discrimination in
those days. And they wasn't very well thought of. But Mr. Denney's sister -- I guess there wasn't too many men
to marry out here, She married Fanno. So that %ade... but I didn't know Fannos was Italian until’I grew up.

2
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‘(laughter) And I figured out the name was all. Well he raised onions and that was the only place there was for
anybody to work around here, was Jfe weeding his onions and pulling his onions and ##g¥ topping them and doing all

W kinds of things with those onions.

WICKRE: Now what had %appened to -- I know your father stopped doing this, but the logging camp close by here! y{\at

happened to that?
AGNES Oh! Well, I guess they got it all logged off., & People bought the ground. That's all gone ‘now, all those

trees up in there. And then there's that Jewish Cemetery's up in there someplace.

WICKRE:s Oh, right, Jewish Cemetery.

AGNES They came past our place one day and they asked Dad where the -- what do they call it? They don't call it Jewish,
Hebrew, yes. So Dad didn't know anything about it., And when they got to Sylvan, they turned off on the wrong
road. See, you're supposed to go on Canyon Road. They came down on the #mims Scholl's Road. And of course,

% then they branched off again and they didn't know where the dickens they were, because when it gets to Raleigh
it turns off again. One goes to Scho‘ls Road and they came around to our place. They hauled up the Jamieson Road.
So the poor guy, he was really lost and Dad didn't know -- I don't think he knew, I don't know how they ever
got that poor man buried butanyway that was thejpmk story.

But this Wilmot now -- married one of the Fanno girls. And Mr. (what was that other fellow's name?)
Oh, Gosh! I can't remember. She was a Fanno girl, too. And there was a Fanno {jjF boy. There was a couple of
boys, but I think they went to Portland over on the east side and started to farm over there. So Mrs. K
Wilmot and Mrs, -- why can't I think of that name? Anyway they were sisters.

WICKRE: 9 They were Fanno sisters?

AGNES: Yes. They were the Fanno girls, There were only two. Well, Wilmot had a house over here on Hall Street.
It was Watson Street,but then they changed it to Hall. They built houses all over there. When we were
I had a friend, and her husband was a carpenter. We used to talk about Beaverton and she said, "My husband's
working out at Beaverton." And I said, "What's he doin' out there?" 4wk "Well," she said, "he's pubidingii
<amflde building a housing project over there. Some of those houses are $35,000," ell $35,000

And so I said, why I came out here one day and asked one g of the girls, "Where's

And so they said, "Oh, that's in back of of Wilmot's place.”

ortland,

was a lot of money back then,

that housing project they call Looking Glass Hill?"

Well, & now this here is Looking Glass Hill.
WICKRE: That's what I thought.

AGNES And so they put it on clear over there,
> some of them -- I would g figure this is about » $55,000. We paid $16-17,000. But that emx was .,/ way back in

%hd fthere isn't a house in here -- even now, oh, I guess maybe there's
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196{_ i d That{s when we amgiex-bought 4 this. We got it
at $17, 400. I didn't plan on paying that much because I 4 thought we'd get one for $16,000. See, we sold Dad's

place for ...
Z

Yes., It's over there whereﬁ}(enny Bernard's place is. We had the lot nédxt to theirs. Kenny Bernard(sp?) is
a building contractor. And our lot was next to theirs. -“mamag Henry heard him say one time to his partner
"I'q sure like to have this lot." So then one day, I s&id to him, "If you want this lot, you better talk to me
because it's mine." They never said anything. So Henry and I moved down from Portland when he retired. He
didn't retire until he was 69. But when he retired we came out here, because Dad had died and: nobody else wanted
the house and I said, I would like to have this house.
When did your dad die?
I think it was 1948 . He was ninety years old. !
And your mother?
My mother died before he did, She was 65, I remember her saying she was sick., Hhe had pneumonia. She had the
flu, She was living down in Scappoese with my sister. She wasn't living with her, Shevhad a house just beyond
theirs, And so she = came down there and the wind was so cold. .A.nd.She got pneumonia and died. @& I was down
there at the time she died. And I heard her say, "Well, I didn't/mow I was gonna shuffle off quite this quick."
So she knew she was going to die, you know. So I know she was 65 when she died.,

Cana
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eHory J;ee».f'&)ad didn't die until he was 90,

—ai, wherf/lshe die‘-uha.t in the 20's? In the 30°'s.

Well, she must have died sooner than that. I never thought about it. She died 41/1925, must have been. So

SRy Lhey.cr somebody would come ajong. Well the real estate agents sgmmimi were just lapping at my heels, you
know...

For the lot.
]
Yes, So I W sell to a real estate agent for any consideration.
WO orReriir e Oyt wES Tt terprt=aed & Dad had a housekeeper. :
g

When he died, he said she could have the house as long as she stayed there. You know, if she didn't stay there she

would lose it, But she stayed there until she died. That was in 1967, must have been. No, 1961. Because that's
when we came out there., <BwtWe came out there t’ﬁx after she died, m&“e bought the house from the @, other heirs

’--my brother's kids, A/nd ny sister. -Seo—we—bougi—the—house—TIOMthemn, We paid them $11,000—some90£1é.



WICKRE: I assume it had been built on over the yeas...

AGNES: Well, my dad built a fnev house. Yes., M‘Aﬁ‘ter my mother died, he got married again, emé fhe house
that he haé was old., It had been built way back in 1800-something and there was cracks under the door. We lived
there and we stayed warm, we didn't freeze to death or anything (laughter). -Aréd-—se~I guess she sold ¥ her place
and she had some money and Dad had some, so she said, "Well, let's build a new house." So they.d‘id.

WICKRE: Did they tear that one down? |

AGNES: No. It was the same as the other house was on, but they tore it down and built this other one. So we bought that
then and moved out there.

WICKRE: From Portland. :

AGNES Yes. From Portland, and then these people, this here kept calling me all the time. And every time he'd
coge, he'd leave his card. I'd say, "No, I'm not selling.” m&%—%&&mﬂ—ﬂ—
Ghesa.' But he'd come so often you knowg, ahd—so—he~saitr—Helir—Tmgoing—topay—for—the—howwe—amt—pay—for

\ . Well it will be well advertisedr—Ft*s turn x ‘em—overy" So anyway then I kept on -- these

people kept on coméng over --f‘{ Somebody would come over and want to buy the place, well then they'd come.
And what they'd do -- they didn't want me to know they wanted it as bad as they did, you know. Because they'd
think I'd jack up the price. Prices got to be quite high by that time, They're still higher now. So he finally
come over there one night and he said -- Bernard said "I'll give you $35,000.4/ So I asked Henry about it and
Henry said, "It's your house." And I said, "well, I don't have anybody to go to but youf." And sk so he said,
"Well, I'1ll tell you it should be $8R $40,000 anyway." So I went in and told him and he said, "Well, I'll give
you $38,500," Well $38,50 was a lot of money to me, Znd then I'd only paid $17,4 for this so you see, I had a
lot left. I wanted to have some money left, but I<4#k never had any ¥ you know. And I wanted to have some
money, So many people that I knew of would sell their house and buy a better one and pay more than what they
sold the other one for and they were still paying., And I sx said.“ Well. I'm g not going to do that; I'm going to
have some money,”so that's what I did.

WICKRE: Now how long did you live in Portland?

AGNES Oh, we lived in Portland thirty years.

WICKRE: When did you move in?

AGNES 988 1930,

WICKRE: Why did you move there?

AGNES iWell, we moved because Henry was working at the ) golf course over here in Portland, and he was ar one of the

-last ones on when they got short of money they ha?to lay somebody off, so he was it. Oh, there was™wo or three e
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of them I guess, so he took the whole bunch into Portland with him and worked on Broadmoor.,

You'd think that would have been hard times, even for golf courses.

Well, by golly you'd be surprised ® at the people that went down there to ywumpmis play golf. Mi‘:ta:as Just
dozens of cars down there every Saturday and Sunday, and they really cained money. But I think one of the reasons
Henry and them disagreed was because they didn't want to spend any money on the golf course They ianted to keep

it all. And when you've got a golf course, you've got to spend .money on it. There's fertilizer, there's water
There's all kinds of stuff. And you had to buy some grass seed where there would be a patch that needeé it you
know, and they didn't want to buy -- but Henry said, "Well, I've got to keep my reputation up." If this golf course
doesn't look good, nobody else is going ta}ire me., And so they sent for a fellow up in Washington they said that
was an expert. Well Henry wasm an expert. He knew more about the golf course than that guy did. But it was summer
time and he told them, "I have to have this man to water." Because that was what Henry got over at the Portland
Golf Course, Course, he mowed grass and all that, too. But in the summertime, he would water. He would water

12 pours -- go there at 6:00 and water until 6 in the morning. So he knew how to water. And that's what this
fellow didn't know == anything about watering. So he hired him to water. But in the summer, when that was over,
rabomwateaiar, they o told Henry just to leave, Well, then the next spring, though, he got on down at lLloyd and
he stayed there for 28 years.

Wwhere did you live in Portland?

We lived on the Exsk east side on Sumner Street on 45th & Sumner., JdeNae=aboub=bimree=iihoetaymmbaSithse «



