Mr. Fischbuch was selected as a oral history candidate because his family,
from his greatgrandfather on, have been growing onions on his present farm
outside of Sherwood (Cipole) since 1861. The farm is now an official century farm.
His Greatg@randfather, Erwin Cummings, emmigr.ted from Steuben County, New York
to Illinois, and then immigrated to Oregon City, Oregon. Mr. Fischbuck tells the
story of his family and the farm during the 50 years before his birth. His
Greatgrandfather, an onion farmer back in New York, spotted this flat, marshy land
as an ideal location for raising onions. Therefore, this :1lamd was the first
commercial onion farm in the state of Oregon.

Mr. Fischbuch talks about the geography and uses of the land throughout the
years. He goes on to compare early day farming, highly labor-intensive, to the
more mechinized, capital-intensive type farming of today. Most of the conversation
revolves around onion farming in generalj plantixg, weeding, and harvesting.

As the tape continues, the discussion includes such topics as who the surrounding
nieghbors and farmers were their occupations, the towns in the area, and the farming
life in general.

Onions are a unique crop, in the fact that they require a wet, flat, marshy
land., Cipole, where Mr..Fischbuch's land is located, is tlie Italian worig for onion.
Also, the southwestern part of the county, the Gaston, Jackson Bottom area has
been historieally onion growing area. While little mentioned as a farm crop,
onions are an important vegetable crop raised in Washington County. In 1977 alone,

onions accounted for over one million dolla®s in value sales in the county.
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LM:

LM:

CH

LM:

CF:

LM:

The following interview 1s with Chester FischbucH born on Sept.

/8, 1913 on the same farm that he is 1iving on presently. On

AP

April 2,1978 Mr. Fischbuck took time off the_farming to sit
down and talk about the history of his century farm, hls nelgh-

bors, and growlng up in the Southeast corner of Washington County.

Good Aftereoon. To start off the interview I would Jjust like to

. 1Afes. .
ask Bome.guestioans.apout your persqual ==3f+ To beginijuv age,
and when and where you were born?’
Sits oh

I was born here in a old house where ¥his house -htts-in Sept 18,
1913. gﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁakes me 64 years of age right now.
The reason t#s-we are interested 1s you are living on a century
farm and therefore the first question that comes to mind or the
first type of question 1s your original family. I was wondering
1f you could trace your ancestry as far back as you have heard
through the famlly or passed down? Fite Howﬂthey arrivefls out here
&n Cipole? ' d<i
Stevben New Yoct

My great grandfather Irwin Cummiqgs was born in SHubin County, WYX
Then he migrated from there to Illinois and was there a whille

T\\nots
and then from there to Oregon City in the 1840's. He was there a
few years and then he came here to this present sight in the late
1850's.
You mentiondd that he came in the 1840's. Was that when John NC-

Loughlin was set up out there at Fort Vancouver?
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- CF:

LM:
CP:
MS:

LW
CF:

.-
L-

B

o3k

I am not sure about that. I knew that he had stayed in the Oregon

City area for a few years before he cmme over here. Then took

el

up the donation land claim here and proved his claim in 1861, is
when it 1s on record.

.
Did he ever or was mentioned why he came out to the West?
Not really, .not: that I know of.
Wely;his wifeﬁ's mother and father came here in 1847 so maybqﬁ

they came out to be with them too.

e, OKa @y 4 Yoo  can conhinue. - with og)f' stocy . theee
Then ledding up to the present time why hen he had %,children -

oNE~
&a&AQ-of them were girls and‘@,boy. The boy passed away I think

4
before the property was devided but then when the property was
devided there was £ girls to dévide i1t to. One of these girls

married into the GiiBetbt family that settled inte Tualatin. She
Grvoredire. £2 A LA reath
inherited balf of the farm and this man was Joseph &Gaibert that
Ga\b@dihH~—
she marrled who 1s my grandfather. That is how the Gziberi's
G AfbreAth egtbrachcS-

A=y famlly are here on thils property now from her marrylng -ea-A\

Gatbert. G dLEyreath

You mentioned yeﬁ°terday when you were talking about your great
grandfather that he was a prominent citizen in Portland. He—wes—
He was a brick mason, s He helped build the first brick bullding
in Pertland. While doing this he earned $300.00. So the man
that he worked fop had a lot of property in downtown Portland so
he gave him a full city block in Portland, which 1s now downtown

Portland for his $300.00 labor.
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CH:

CF:

LM:

CF:

LM:

CF!

So the next year he was able to double his money and sell 1t for
$600.00 so he sold it. As far as we know that brick buidding Ils
still standing there in Portland. We heard Just recently that
1t was. | '
He bullt the courthouse 1n Hillsboro too.
Yes, he also bullt the first courthouse in Hlllsboro. The old
brick part. It 1s still there and they use that part for the
jail now aw#® |le bullt that.
That 1s fascinating. I wonder how many millions of dollara that
one clty block would be worth today?

Steobe
It 1s bard to tell. sHe=siwo—whese fe was born in Stubin County,
New York was a big onion growing county and they stlll grow onlons
there.because I see it in the mavket_reportqﬁa&&'l have often
thought that 1s why he séttled here by this lakq:bed is because
he knew onion culfture. I more less think that he did settle here
on that account. He frew the first onions here in 1870. 1In other
years they starte& fixing it up for onions and now there 1s about
190 acres of onlon land here that 1s still growing onions.
Do you think that he was the flrst one to think of growing onions
in thls area? Do you think anyone else had the foresight+v € MISI08
the as  an oawn Geld?
Not that I know of because there 1s no obher ones that were older
or before hand that have any famlly's that are still growing on-

(UOLE IN THE BM.Lb—POJ@DP Grel\D gl WS
f1ons. ¥ He was the first one to ow them here then (Gatoery s con-

C eqhne S
tinued on and then another old ilmilf the —Hepetne's they grew
onions, not on this place tut they rented other ground then later

bought some of this bottom land.
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LM:

IM:
CF:

LM:

CF:

We are getting into a few things that I wané to get into fur-
ther)but Before we Jjump Into scme of these toplcs I want to ask
if you have any idea} or heard stories passed down through the
famlly of what the area was likequ;n your great grandfather
first arrived here in the Tualatin-Sherwood area. For example
the fieldslwas that open?

.gg I think tt was full of willows and cedars. .On this particu-

lar plece that I have now there 1s stlll an old cedar stump in

there that I haven't pulled out that I nit wlth the plow once
in a while. I think it was Pust & brush and a lake until it

was dralned. .

It was a lake then?

I think so. I tbhink 1t was a bog, it might not have been very

deep but I know that it had to be cleared out. It was more small

brush apd willows and Ilke I gg%& cedar trees.

Can you descrlbe why that area 1s a bog or a swamp land? What

causes the water to settle there? The 1mportance of the rlver?

Well 1t is Just lile a regular pedkK bog a2 In this peat you can

find old decayed vegetation,’%%%ﬁf;eeds, stréw, sticks, and tfb-
'5’E¥11ke that by Just digglng down below the plow line. I know
of some places where they have measueed 1t and that stuff is
over 40 feet deep. It is Just like a bale of peatmoss. There
1s about a foot of top soil, then there #hs about a two or three

cja
inch layer of pfé} I guess this 1s formed over the years and

then it goes right into thet peak. Like I say 1t is @ to 40 feet
Ao

deep in there.
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well we call it The swamp ) why

CF: The further ouﬂrthe swamp we geﬁ/the dee%(she pea¥. Right at
the edge of my land that peaf is about three feet deep right
next to the hlgh land. So it had to have been a old lake that
has spent thousands of years forming thet peék from vegetation.
It 1s the oldest onion growing land in the State of Oregon and
t:h"é;%est pﬁ%ﬁ"gﬁb quality .fZ’ Y oNteons,

LM: So onions are really especlally adapted to that peak type soil
and the wet type ground. / You mentioned that there is a couple—-
Yes Thew ace . 1‘(‘-—4%\%(*—;,——-@_-101:_43(— e TUres .

u.of c§q stumpb out ther?/) Do you think that it das your gfreat
grandfather and the people that worked with him that were the
ones that cleared the land or did they ever hire other laborpe do Thet

CF: No, I thlink they did it themselves. I never heard of anyone
hiring anyone. The only thing that I ever heard of hired help
was the Oregon Iron and Steel Co. had a smelter at Oswego. They
hired the Chinese to come in here and cut cord wood and they had
a blg slide over on the Tualatin River across the highway where
they hauled that wood add dumped it Into the Taulatin Rlver to
float it to Oswego to the Iron Smelters.

LM: That 1is Just right next door here?

CF: ﬁ?@éﬁ across the highnayg%g;e There was an old log cabin right
down here behind my onlon bgarn where the Chinese had to stay
in. All that was left was theq;ﬁggﬂnn% the ptles rotted down
and you can tell where the door had been.

| LM: What years @re we talking about now about the Chinese?

CF: Well it had to be around 1890 or 1900 or somewhere around there.
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LM:

LM:

CF:

LM:

CF:

LM:

CE:

That seems to be qulte a predominant thing a lot of Chinese
labor around the @ounty in this area &id Hillsboro. So 1t is
interesting to know that they were 1n fact 1n thls part of the
country. Yesterday your wife mentioned that you traditionally
call this Beaver. Dam. Were there beavers down there?

I don't actually know but I Jjust presume that is why they callsd
it Beaver Dampp. They figured that they could haul these sticks
and stuff in there. Probably the beavers helped make that for-
mation.

So you think they contributed to the flooding that goes on down
there?

I think so.

Now this fleld down here pex traditionally fldods during the Win-
ter then 1is that right? |

It 1s ustially covered two or three times, comes up and down
through the Winter but never stays more than a week or two de-
pending on how long it rains. You g%ﬁe—to-bo~back in from the
Tualatin River.

While were on the subject i1s the Tualatin River quiteVimportant
irrigation source for %ne onion crop?.

We don't get any irrigation from it what—soever. It never is

A

back in here in the summertime. We get our irrigation mostly
Ccovered o
from Rock Treek which starts above Sherwood. From these” tiled
ditches we have 1in the ground we have so many springs in that gr-
ound to feed those ditCth that we damﬁ up the creek right in the
/3 C“% énd use the water that comes out of the ground and put 1t

back over the onlons,
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LM: Your family did tke tiling down here then?

CF: Through the years;vmen they first started out they used to cut
poles about six to eight inches in dlameter and then lald them
in the ditcb’two of them side by side with a six or eight 1nch
space between those logs and then they split wood like & shake.
Maybe a inch or two inches thick and lald it crossways %ggyrfhem
and that made thelr dggzgﬁﬁceaitches. Then in the summertime
they would put damgs in the ends of these ditcﬁes and fbrce the
water up for sublrrigation of thé onions. They did that back in
1870{5 and 1880's aﬁiﬁggggy apd fhat is the way that they irriga-
ted.

LM: A lot of the farmers in the area have done that through the years
also. _

CF: That is how they did 1t before sprinkler systems, that 1s the only
way we irrlgated the onions was wlth sublirrigation and 1t worked
pretty good bther than right next to the hillsides where there is
too much slope and couldn't get the water hligh enough without
drowning some out by the damg.

I know where there is some old pleces of poles laylng in the ground
yet that I would never disturb but I ¢an see the ends of them
where they come out of the ditches. They have probably been 1in
there for 60 years.

LM: That is Interesting. A different type of question golng back
even further than your great grandfather, you mention that you

turn up Indian artifacts. Can you describe some of these thlngs?

What you turn up when you are plowing?
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CH:

LM:
CF:

LM:-
CP:

Bot
It i1s mostly arrowheads that I find.snd I found those things

that look llke a donut made out of stone and I also find these
things shaped like a wedge made out of rocks. Evidently that
stone shaped like a wedge was used for‘mashing and, grinding th-
eir corn. That is what people told me. I don't know what those
other things that look llke a donut wiat=they were used for but
they were gray stone and perfect like a donut about four or five
inches 1n diameter.

Do you think Indians lived here or hunted here?

They mubt have 1lived here, but I@hink that it was before my great
grandfather was -es=smgt here because I never heard any of the fam-
11y talk about Indians at 2ll. o

Do you still turn up arrowheads at all?

Yes, I find three or four a year now , where I used to find 10
or 15. Another reason that I used to find more -bou was=thet I
#ﬁnmazggggfghe-on%eﬁe—&nd crawled through the onions and weeded
by hand and we also-égiét them with what we called a shuffle hoe
and you would hit one of those little arrowheads wlth your hoe
and yau would feel it and you would scratch and find a arrowhead.
Now it is all done with machinery and‘we spray for weeds and
never crawl 1n weeds although we use a llttle stick weeder that
we call it to get the scattered weeds that th36§g%ay misses.
Tell me more about the geography of the area. We are surrougéd

by hills and mountains around here. Can you describg some of

these mountains here for the beneflt of the tape here?
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cheialem
CF: There 1s Owed@ham.-Mountain to the West of us and Parrot Mountain

to the fouth and [est of us, amd<fig=s ME. Hood is directly &ast
from us which we can see out our kiltchen window on a clear day.

N +3eu}er comming dewn Nepe .
Gﬁ» LM: It g ves bens of 1sdlation in here almost looking ot this

direction.
CF: dtehdd~ There was lots of big trees around here when I was a boy,
e,
Hree- I can r'emember'-}:10 A lot of thoseyaes~Just cut down for cord
wood not so much for lumber until the last 20 years then they all
went for lumber.
LM: Was there a sawmill in this-area?
“Th
CF: Not right close here. My uncle had one on-h%g‘place that cut
oY, '.’l‘.. 2N AR
lumberfand run it with a“%eam engine that anothem had. The near-
e .
. est sawmlll was Sherwood. Ewm#gwﬁkfore my time there was a bilg

owiye c/ ?/Jw‘m Smith
sawmill at Tualatin about— or—three-miles—frem=—bhere. LThere—

gas - sawmill—bhere—then; but=nothing other then-little—private -
sawmi-lles-around-—here-.

Gocad. -
LM: We might as well takk about actually onion farming. I think

that we were touching upon it. That your great grandfather thow?ﬁ'
g that 1t was an 1ldeal place to grow onions. How was it to set
up an onion farm? What was involved in setting up the area and
turning it into an onion growing patch? What dld you have to do

to ralse them?

el e A
CF: Fn thoue dayu that-1I could remember you had to have a team of

A e e
horses and a plow, add dOQ*%-und a harrow and that was aboutAthe

NESGGAN fﬁct‘?ﬁ(
Sfmemef- 1% #%d?@?§§ing the ground.
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~CF: S, you plant them and then 1t takes about 120 days and then we
used to hand pull them, ghiseh One person would have to work hard,
,}bvth +o
p~nes-hard-worify Ne—=seowdd pull bhalf an acre 1n & day and laid
N
them 1in windg%s and then 1t would take from 12 to 15 days of good
“h . weather to get those all cured so that you could harvest them.
'? Now we pull them with a machlne and 1t stlll takes the time to
cure them so it depends on the weather in the fall.

Y
LM: You are talkling about curlng, you mean the sun driles them out?
Fs: _ ES
i‘g CF:Y‘ésThe sun dries the tops ¥ee-and (Tc-.ug-(iﬁg gut the onlons. The best
3

of weather you shouldn't take them In In less than 10 days after
T a 4.1,:1:'.4({'46’10 -VL ;«uu 2o
Q) they have been pulled in,\n‘-ﬁrﬁﬁ{"'@""“ wwnd w5 ,ﬁ,u.ééu@ ‘&vmw-

LM: How about 1f they are pulled and the weather turns for the worst?
Does that hurt the onion crop?
CF: Usually not until after say two or three weeks of steady rain and
() it stains them but still dgggit hurt them. But last year we had
a week of terrificly hot weather and then a lot of rain and we
couldn't get them out of the ground when they should have been
ot Thes_qroond
out sad'fhey got over ripe and then after we did get them out of
the ground we had another three weeks of rain and practlcally
all of them spoiled during the Winter. Most everybody had to
dump them out 1n the fields this gpring because we couldn't sell
them and couldn't make grade. That 1s the first time that ever qda
happened in that way.
| LM: Tha?;muw have been quite a financial blow then to lose your whold

S crop.
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CF:

LM:

CF:

LM:

Then you had to have a barn to store them in that you could lay
them in bins from 14 to 18 inches deep and then you keep laying

a shelf and pouring onions and then lay another shelf and that
to have
i1s the way they kept them dry. They hadjlots of ventllation.

Then as time went ,f ey started In with the tractors and heavy
machlinery and then when we started irrigating the sprinkler sys-

tem =ity you packed i1t down more and the ground became harder to

5 q o secd bed nNow
work, a-ad 1ot¢rlarder to prepare Ehen 1t was in the olden days

when you just went over it a couple of times with your harrow
K eedC Lod u
and disc and then they had a float or a e«f masher to smooth the
. corcect spetling?
ground made cut of planks and that was 1t. Then 1t was all hand

weeding and there was a lot of weeds when that ground was new,am®

waq €2
At the . pbiceief-ggfékg are now you souldn't even afford to grow

them because you couldn't afford to weed them if you had weeds

like that. Then for pickling up the oniong}why.one person would

ov . Pq"t‘ '—U\'-(ﬁ

hold a hoop and a sack. had a round hoop and you wewld-teid
ne\d

thg sack around that and one woulé—erd the sack and the other

two put the conions 1in 1t and that 1is the way that you picked them
ocur \S
up. To pick up IB acres it would take 15 to 20 days with 10 to 15

wWhece. nood)
people petap—euwt—there. I do 1t in 3 days with about 5 people.
Is the harvest season Jjust a rather short period then, Just a

matter of a couple of weeks?

Yes 1t 1s now. You—mean—it—would-take that—much time-or the-—wea=

e
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CF: Yes ig.ﬁiQ? Lbout once or twice in my life time that ever hap-
pened that we lost them and it was from rain the other time and
they Jjust flcated away.

£ ceseevey Sayed VP

LM: I imagine that you had pegervea as far as money goes. But how
about if this would have happened back in the great Depresslon
or even earlier it must have been quite hard. Do you remember a
particular one? _

CF: During the Depression onions in 1932 went to $6.00 a hﬁndred. So
the onion farmers never notlced the Depression.

LM: Is tht right? How do you explaln that?

CF: I don't know what happened but evidently Jjust the short crop of
onions that year and that is the way the onion deal goes. If
there 1s a short crop mhs you get a good price and if nogwggaally
it 1s a bad price. Japan in the last ten yea%s has been taking
a lot of our onlons and sometimes they will come 1in and practically

hece. 10 the Labisvy—
take all these onions irm—this Sherwood¥and Gaston area and makes v»
a good price. If they can't get any over near ggépgréountry they
have to come over here and get them. Western Oregon has the only
good shipping onions that can stand the trip across the ocean to
Japan. The Idaho sweets and Sweet Sbanish can't db 1t. They
tried it but they Jjust didn't get there in good shape. Then only
certaln ground that you can grow onions on and that keeps a more
stable market too.

LM: This must be quite a unigue area then for Just land In general.

CF: For onlong it 1s.

g
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LM:

CF:

LM:

Weégetting into the market aspectqHAgain I want to ask you a
couple more questions on that)but back to what we were talking
about the harvest. I imaglne you 32@55 many days out in the
onlon fields harvesting and pulling onlons.

SeNen
I sure did. I started in when I was 4 years old weeding onions
at home. I remember the first time that I ever worked for any-
one else I got 15 cents anﬁ hour for weéding onlons and grown-

ups got Q%Aents and hour.

You would have to work a lot of days to become a millionare.

C-F. es, yov 30(€- woold .

CF:

IM:

Cr:

Would the families or the farmers that were raising the onions
were they mostly a family operation with the chlldren 1n the

Or&hibrant Yelp to help

fields? Or would they hire local help?
during harvest season?
It was most all the family would help and children but also a
lot of times they would have to hire extra help. We even had
to hire some emtra help sometimes. I remember before I was blg
enough to grow onions that my mother and dad used to even board
the children around forviéur or five mlles away llke Scholls. I
remember people from there came here,aed'fhey boarded them here
and they worked for a dollar a day and'€2%¥; board. That was the
going price then.
These are children or whole famlliles

ﬁye/WAn lwﬁf

No, Jjust chilldren usually/bmwe—w thet was'road supervisor

for Washington County until he retired was one that stayed here

with my ﬁéﬁz, and he uucd to tell me how good my mother's cooking
€o\ki;7
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LM:
CF:
LM:

CF:

LM:

CFk:

What was his name? | Coccect ¢
ZNAGCGMS pelling -

HolZ
He 1is still living _jee®. Herman HOQUO al ﬁ%:q b
% T8 279 MMeeioroed,

So onlon farmers really had no need for migrant workers traveling
through?

No not at that time there was alsays enough children zroundthat
could work for weedlng onions. They never used to get Jobs in
factories and stuff like they can now days in stores. They were
pretty much-out of 1t until they were grown ouf of working away
from the farmf,

We were talking about you were saying during the Depression that

1
the onion farmers dat rather well, Did the onion market before
the Japanese entered into the plctire pretty stable or unstable?

’ Cluckuite
Did 1t fYexuste up and down from year to year?

It would éﬁgﬁﬁﬁzé but not to often but sometimes you would get a
real good price that ®ould carry you through for two or three
yearsgﬁginpénd then 1f you could get a decent prlce for a few
years after thatiit would leave you sitting pretty good. Unless
it got real bad. It seems 1like when 1t got bad it-%§k5real bad.

I remember it being 3%kents a hundred 1in the late 30's,mmrﬂ£§;u‘
#wﬁhineny_in;th@ﬁe—&&yﬁji remember the first tractor THIL I bouﬂwf

ght in 1932 was a =mall catepillar crawler and that stld for $l266“

capd—nau_the—mmallest, I-dontt—even—think that ¢atapillar_didntt—
make—one _gmall enough - lzthink about—the—DY 15 1t s—smallest . Alow A

wodk

small John DeereAcost you $1§p00 00 and 1t don't pull much zyre

. e one cﬂ,dwﬁ,ﬁﬂi&r Y265,
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LM: That Jjust demonstrates the rislng costs for all farmers.
“That's a. lo¥ of onions |
CF: I bought that little tractoz‘in 1932 with 20¢ sacks of onions ™)
LM: Is that right? T hat waes thel year 1“{3 were. a goed
P NCes
CF: Zg;’low I remember was $112.00 for the two low to pull
p o s =

behind the tractor and now they are $500 and $600 ;pfﬁsgﬁéﬁ%fﬂ~
LM: foéw;avefg:én qugging a few prices qire. You are saying%éggggﬂ

$6.00 a hundred. What does that gzi\out in 1layman's term how

much , in other wordiflcr a comparison how many hundredé is in a

Y

harvest? How many hundred poundé?

CF: There 1s 15 tons 1n a carload and on this 15 acres for the géﬁg—
few years I have been growing around 300 tons of onions. I
grow %ﬁfte as many onionguag my father did or when I started<fe
to farm. Twilce as many per acre. I've gone as high as two cap-
loads which is 30 tons to the acre now, and usually a carload
and a half 20 or 25 tons was QLK¥?average crop. Where it used
to be 15 tons was a big yield.

LM: When your great grandfather and father and grandfather were rail-
sing\konions, who would they sell them to? Where would the onlons
go? Were they local?

CF: I think they were more of a local tgggg then, They Just went to
Portland. They might bave shipped to California but I think
that 1t was mostly local.

LM: Wrs there ever any bartering ameng the different farmers in the

surrounding area?
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_ fol eqaS © Y
CF: Not that I know oglﬁaybe butter or something like that or fruit

but Ivknow of a couple of families that used to take vegetables

Elsners ko
and go to Portland and peddle them down there. Eisma® that were
farmers until Jjust a few years ago they sold there place, their
father used to make several trips a week to Portland with vege-
tables and apples and whatever he had to sell and chgckens and
Egiﬁgé like that.

LM: I get the impression that your family and the onion farmers that
was your é2%h§fhrndng commpdity then? That must have been quite
unusual. To my understanding most of the early farmers were
gulte d¢Versified. In other words they would raise éggggrown
needs and any excess they would sell and teey would lilve off there
farm. |

CF: Mostly all of the people here just had nothing but onions and a
little grain. We dild milk cows,I had from 10 to 15 head of cows
and milked them by hand. Wwe figured that we could buy our gro-
ceries with the cows and help pay the taxes and then what we made
off the onions,why usually we cQuld lay that away. But then it
got to where you had to go to grade A with the milking and it
would cost a lot to put in a milking parlor and go grade A and
also put 1In a milk tank. So we Just qult the cattle then und
Just went to the onions and the hay and grain. Then I did have
some beef cattle after that untlil a few years ago until hay got e

OVET B

to be such a high price and then the beef went down so I wa s bet-

w(\\
ter.off to sell the hay and not have the trouble of having the

cattle.
Fnd of Track 1
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Start of Track 2?2

LM:

CH:

LM:
CF:

We were talking about the market for onions. Could you go into
when onions became a national and international crop? Or how
the market gradually grew over—aperitod—of time in the local
small Portland basis?

I never thought much ii?;%&ﬁygsdyit I know that they °tdrt%%%§&ﬂis
shipping to Californig fémet and then’fro%’thEFeggof cour e that
was usually by raill whleh 1s now Iéfsgguck. We ship onions clear
to New York when New York is shoft now and down in the South -ews
/) Tennesoee53§é a?ﬁ over the countrx,nem\When they have a shortage

there. Moetly Idaho onlons go East if there 1s a market for them.

I don't know when that got started shipping

(720 sdarcked shipp
them, I would say aroy gd #9468 I know that they shipped %%gg—x

Onwons  Predly well Ayr Lo D
Ehenbecause we use to load a lot of cars right out here on the

SWitCh) ‘\9('(, (k"' C\pcﬂ& -o\) Mﬁ\'&td!\v’d '“ﬂé’

When dld tee international markets open up, like Japan&&e,f *ai
o 2he 1930

%&an remember we used to ship to Manilla and to Chindﬁgien. They

always took a small onlon maybe from an inch Feo~a—iwctrrrésasges{

Znches
Lin diameter. But then in the last ten years I would say that

Japan has been buying onions here and bought a lot of them. Like

I say they weuld tuke 200 to 400 carloads out of Western Oregon

at one time. Now they all go in thc;a contzine*u an st,fill

them at the wdarehouse and»seﬁ@-%hem_an~the be«t“‘ I know thut they

o9

have pald the farmers here pom—cr_thrae-—ye us high

as l2cents a pound for those onlons.
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CF:

LM:

CH:

IM:

Ch; "

o

Then the brokerage and all tha§)the shipping went on top of that
1t must have cost them EQbents a pound when they got over there.
Last year we only got 3Jecents a pound for them in last F211. If
we would have had some decent onions to sell them,, but Taiwan, T qu<s
had a pretty good crop and got onions from them last year.
This area heve}this_swamp out bhere is especilally suited for onions
1s there other areas 1n the county that are good for onion grow-
ing? Gaston J:fﬁnlnk‘}ﬁ Oﬂ&.oéi'Thewq,
Gaston 1s one and they have 300 to 350 acres and then the old Lake
Lapisch {ake bed has about 15@Zgor 1700 acres and that is it for
the Western Oregon onions.

now
Where is this placevLablsch? e Seven moiles nofthy of Sulewe

stde—of—SaTem that 1s the old Labisch

Labisch 1s about % .mil

6
A/ana part of it 1is called Brooks if yeu know where that is on the ol

highway 99E. JEaL is the starting of 1t down to the fudding river

pa—_ " & mac b Theees a lok o+ necks Ron off- <
that=tc===%3% Pudding Rlver drains it. They started grow 1n§athere5um
onlor

after this opened up in Sherwood. Then Giston,I don't Lhink,jgzgd

(8]
growing onions there for mord thanigb'yearﬂ. Tw0 men one from
PIs5D I‘% abud\ o¢ aboef 25 at e Mot
Brooks and I don't know bhere the other oOne was from. One was

Hayes,and they opened that up &nd diked that Waepatoe L.le 1t was
ard D clhemone.. . o T cadt hink oF his lask Name. nows .

called. Browan was the other mun's nume. They sturted growing

onions there s What they did was 1au,qLJ lot of the land outre

They bt Wmod\ hemselues , ot They e ased \t o€

They had to dlke that whole hapdto¢ Lake from the Tuulatin River,

Then they put a big pump 1in there and they would pump the water

out of the onilcn bed back Into the river,
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LM:

CrF:

LM:

CF:

LM:

Through:put our conversatlon we have talked about the other

onion farmers. I am interested in some of thése people. For
Cereginno
one I know the Suwarino famlly. auhan'Th%jarﬂu%ihﬂuLQ

I am not sure but I think they got here 1in about 18904 They

had quite a large famlly and most of them5but one got 1Into the
onion growing business on this flat here. -J@ e for several
years they Jjust leased the ground and then eventually bought

some of 1t. The oldest m.“"%f{i‘gﬁé/?%ifc?’ééé} on the Southidest
side of the flats,&aﬂ'}hat was Just a hay fleld when he bought it
and he made onion ground out of that which was about 15 or 20 4
acres. Théﬁiater he bought 8 acres that came off of the old
donation land claim of my graﬁ%ather's.

How did that famlly become interested in onlon growing? Did

they have a background in that or have you heard?

Not that I know of . There was another o0ld Italian that lived 0

I quess
right at the crossing there by the Cipole station which¥was known
N Sandpt” : S\K

a#uaﬁé—p%t at that time. He had B acres of onion land,amt I don't
know where he bought that but 1t was Just across the sectlon line

from the Cummings Donation Land Claim. He grew onions there,feﬂﬁ

' C,Lujhmh
Now whether the Ssds=ino famlly knew him }né—Came out herc f:nm

oLLovnt=0 = Ny
there I don't know. I grew up with a lot of the S=ragtino boya
: CJt’f‘c:jt\\nO
the three younger ones.

I think that I asked you this yesterday. Did they come straight

from Italy or immigrants from before that?
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CF:

LM:

Cr:

I don't know how long they had been in Portland if they came
directly here. I know that the oldest boy was born in Portland.
He passed away last fall at 85 szxd He was Just a baby when they
came here, ar+ I know that they lived in a log house that the
present sight of the old fltst house was there.

Did you ever hear of the name of that original Italian fomlly
that was out there by the station? What there names were?

ot e ofher THalan &xmt GuUes >
I believe it was Regett &3 Later and even efore my time he had
__———‘"-/

_—""_ left here and there was an old fellow by the name of Rasmussen

LM:

CF:

LM:

CH ¢

LM:

that bought his place and was there until he retired. Now Belmar
Walgrave owns that plece of land and still grows onions there.
We were talking about the Italian@ families. Was that how the
name of this area came about? It 1s called Cipole isn't that?

whei |
Cipole 1is the Italian name for onion and maybe through the Ital-

¢ Mo C)e, e_ hwno

ian %§é4no L lﬂﬁﬁgwhy they named 1t Cipole after the onions

on account of the Italians. Probably the old fellawthat liveu
mayhe .

there by the station”. YHe was Italian and he grew onion§/Regetto.
You said before 1t was called Cipole it was called Sanq:Pit. How
did that come about?

My grandfather had a blg sand pit there'&%ﬁﬁ%ﬂthey made the rall-
road they took sand out of there. Whether that is why they cal-

led 1t sand plt ess&=t—7 don't know.

It sounds loglcala 5 tiyjﬁﬂ?j

I saw old letters that sald Sand Pit, Oregon on them.

When did 1t come to be known "as Cipole then? Do you have any

1dea?
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well 4
- CF: It must have been agleast 1900 because I saw thls old letter

that my mother had,from somewhere that sald Sand Pit on it. She
or Wwad qotten Erom somenne.
was born in 1881 so she might have been a young girl when she
got that letter flom SoWMeone.

LM: Before I ask about some of the other famlilies, we keep talking
about the onion giié% a@@ the other farmers. How many acres are
we talking about?

CF: Well there is about 190 acres of better onion ground 16 the bottom
that cansérow onions. There 1is about 12 growers in the ag:t.

LM: So it do%n't take a tremendodus amount of acres to raise a préfit-
able crop then?

CF: I would say the average is about 15 acres 1s what most of them
have.

LM: That is pretty unusual in these days of expanding farms and taking

(i;,% q mw.’db ot
acres Is that bhappening 1in other parts of the country?

actaolaal
In Southern California with the onidn crop?

CF: I would think that the prices of there land and taxes in Calif-

ornia ar somewhere like that they would probably have to have more
LaArge - X

- farms and more dgversified I would think.

LM: Back to some of your nelghbors, this might not by onlon farmers
but some of the names that are common around this area are for
example are the ﬁﬁe%efg. Did you grow up with that family?

be5 |

CF: They were in Tualafin a long time. I don't know when they sett-

led there, itk I know when Mr. NEyberg was Myyor and that was when

I was golng to high school in the early 1930's
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CH:

LM:

CF:

LM:

Ch:

behveen

He had been Mayor for Tualatin for abeut 25 to 30 years and I

MorhacK o€
know MayogASherwood had been there about the same time and they

MR Ao ace
seemed to be competlng agalnst Baékano ther be=sge~who would be

i om
Mayor the longezt, (laughs) a¥so grew onlions in tha $th;
s A eAY"  The'
&ﬂ-é¥z;e Lere home %Uq11t Tualatin. NEFbergfhad qulte a
large family. Tﬂﬂf

How about the Sagert's? I think that you mentioned them to me

= i ? E ¥
the other day. Ei” 35 sou(h o TD&L&#Q\

oeutob
They were an old family and over Seuttrof Tualatin” and they always

had threshing machlnes and hay balers and done a lot of custom
work around the country. Thexﬂmust have had a threshing machine
for 40 years or more . Loo Shqqarr

Could you describe what a thr@gshing machine 1s for the benefit of
people that ﬂ%‘;\%i%ﬁ’ oF gt bﬁéofe

Well, they were a blg machine that thrashed the grain‘&ﬁdwﬁhey
had a oteam envine for poﬁer when they btart@d out. The fuarmers
would stack their graln and have 1t ready 1In blg stacks and then
the machine would pull up to these stacks and thrash 1t for them
and then they had a team with a water wagon to haul water for

the steam engines. If they dldn't have the grain stacked it
would take aboutﬁ?%nuﬁsg%ams of wagons to keep grailn hauled to
the machines, so it was quite a deal when the thrashing mdchine

came into the community. For us kids 1t was like a clrcus coming

to town, (laughs), I for one was one of the water boys for ull the

threshing around the communlty. /ﬁ%{éﬁ%/\/ e ;{(rc'r Lo /‘—J
7 (I?_,g__ (%/am /0 /Q/lf) W‘/% ?éjcgu %Aéo%?—r/ﬁtfw:g’,(‘/”

_74‘@)
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CH:

LM:

LM:

Ck:

What I looked forward to was that big dinner mgal. 2fter~§hs

Weld be wele¢ bo \JSQL“ mA counin and. 1 1 Win y

crew gadwessse eatixufék ways got to eat tco. They would

Got hcovg

start in as soon as the thrashing season started shiclh would

be around the Fourth of July we would start some of the early

grain and 1t would run into September and finlsh up thraging

clover. My uncle gég the steam engine for LewGAgert for scme

¢

fortyyygarsf Then after the steam englne ¥¥m came the oll

pull tr‘aCtOP)bhF-ﬁaﬁ—eﬂg-i-ﬁe. &;@F‘/é’fuw:&agmvfw

This Sagert man was quite . .?

He had a son named Fred and he also follcocwed in the same deal

beeause he had thrashing machinegand balers. Inj?%%%fdays they

. CeleV
had mayesessuy that was baling-bke hay like Sagert's would have
e

a couple of so called buck rigs with blg wooden teeth to being

the baled hay up to the machine. I mean hay Lhat was put 1n *h‘ta
?{'5 Shocils

and you would duut drive up under those big~shﬂb¢_and slide them

up to the baler and then two men pltched them in. That 1s the

way that they did tirek-. 41"

That is interesting. Again you mentioned another man and I think

you sald he lived on a century farm bimself. A man named Art

Martlirgzzi. Where 1s hils farm?

This farm is I think called 108 street now which used to be Jer-

gen road off &f 212. But that century farm came from his mother's

side of the family but he was born and ralsed over South of Tual-

atin. Hls dad had quite a prominent dalry there and had rg@iatereu

Jerseys for years.
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CF: I remember the boy telling me, Art who 1s now retired that when
he first got married worked for $1.00 a day there for his dad.
w?wa
Supporting his famlly $1.00 a day. That piece of property

right now 1s covered completely with new homes. ‘Tes A s
m\
LM: How about some of the other surrounding farmland going thls dir-

ection along those hills over there? What has that land been

traditionally used for?

CKr  Fayming
CF: __Bend=Rord-and=Bull—Mountzin-Road?

LM: That area too but just right over the hill here right on the

side of what is now Pacific Highway? where. The. power WWaes
go ode™ Tnhere |
CF: That goes o¥e®¥ along across King Clty but that was some good

farmland in there. There was an old family by the name of Fair-

ganks had it first, s#rd Then the next family had it for years and

T dodd enear remember Them
years by the name of Scott. He had that for a long time. It is

&
-Gnovt—150 acre farm in there, awd FThat land is still being farmed yet.
LM: You mentioned the Elsner's

CF: They lived across the river at the end of Bend Road in by the
DecehsStos Sapym
. Bapinsteoffdfarm which 1s a blg potato growing farm. Elsner had
.. Bagiastuos
; 6$$Q5 some onions in a 1little patch over there and hay and grailn.
T+
Phere was three brothers thet farmed together. But that has all

been sold. I think one brother kept his homesight and that was
all.

//Jégggégﬁﬁé%H to grow quite a few /1ﬁfﬁpeﬂﬁizféi4k

Yes Q?'£;¢ had bquaoh in there across the highway and hay and

\\\(\\B A/u(‘( Q€

grain and st one time there was a blg berry farm in there. ¢

ﬂ\f'r\ ~ Mrauae fzf
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nad
CF: A felldprented that ground and grew strawberries. That was part

of the 61d Donatlon Land Claim that had been sold off. Scott

cQome.

eventually bought g=et of 1t too.

LM: Changlng once again here, this is a traditional farm areaﬂMés it

'

back when you were little or back at the turn of the century was
it pretty isolated in here? In other wordslwhat was the commun-

lcation between i+ transportation methods that people depended
ang

upon?

CF: Well you had telephone but it waé horse and buggy‘in those dayss
I remember in the late 1930's that I would know every car that
went past here on our road. I knew right where they lived and

all which wouldn't be too many of them in a day that went by here.
I weelbh Yaow who "they all were. .
I knew where they all went until after World War Two then they

come in here so fast that I lost track of everyone. Years ago
ME " You \,Jed. 4o have. o c\c&e, hece- on ﬁus old. dict read ¢

(3/7./fék }%2;;2?ifZWi Jlﬁaa¢g.ﬁLe *“#"4VHAZ Q_ﬂg/Zzaaaéz

LM: When did they start paving the rdeds? Had 99 been paved as long
as you can remember out here?
CF: Yes 99 has, even the old one was paved that 1s called Pacific P&~

pDrive now up here across the intersection, The four lanes whnt 1n
UP here

’

in the 1950's I belleve 1t was.
LM: How abouﬁ the raillrocad? The old Oregon Electric went theough here
then?
e OféqoNn =lectre
CF: Yes 1t did and a lot of people voad to Portland on {t or to New-
berg. Children that went to higb 'school road the Oregon Electric

to the Newberg Hligh School bewause 1t wus the nearestqavound.

Y ‘Eﬁ\\ Schoo |
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LM:

Ck:

LM:
CH:

LM:

CH:
LMy

CF:

LM:

CF:

LM:

Was that something people did qulite often was go into Portland
on the Oregon Electric?
Yes I think they did. They usually went on the Oregon Electric
because 1t was a one or two day trip to go by horse and wagon
fo Portland.
Is that right from here? It was & +wo day rovad 4e@
_ v fron here to Portiand
A lot of times they stayed over’'night. It was probably 20 miles
by the way the road went in those days in a_ horses and wagon and
tean o€ -
then those big chuck holes and you couldn't go very fast. You
couldn't trot your horsesL doat presomp
Did you ever ride that Oregon Electric then into Portland?
e Oceqen, Blecteic
Yes I rode £ ;gko Portland.
How o0ld were you then during these years? It wasn't operating
for very long was 1it?
I was probably only 10 years old. I remember my uncle the last
w e
time taking me“Yto the zoo and we went on the train. I remember
going to Sherwood with my dad in a horse and buggy when there was
mud puddles in the streets. |p SShe(u)coCi
one o(- /“ v i
Hew—tdiomt the traditional means of communication has been through
the mail. Where was the nearest Post Office from here?
aks hoer Theye
Sherwood,ws+s for a long time. We got our mall up on what they
S'C\\;_.‘f\'h\,»..'(:;“\"
call the old highway which is now” Paciflc Drive. That 1is where
we had to go to get our mail.

When did mail servlce come in then? Individuul mail service?
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CF: It came here inVYthe late 1930's then they put a route through

J ;
here. Sherwood at one time had 5~ro§tea,kbw 1t 13 cut down to

Fool' pt Covrse-
# boezuse they made it bilgger I guess. I remember my mother

used to sendd me with a lantern and go up on the old highway at

4 o'clock in the morning to get our bread because the bread truck

A lot ox morawas I weold qo VP tware,
would go by. Of course the ¥read truck knew who was standing

there with a lantern. Stop and qet ovt and qet the Diea
LM: That is mighty early 1in the morning:4 Where was he comlng from

then? CF, Yoo aint ded\qﬂ!

, I woold, fou( 60 Gyl
CF: Out of Portland I guess. They get out pretty early. I used to

go to early market in Portland. I would get up at 3 o'clock and
maybe go down to early market with a car fllled with onlons and

get back and go to,\school.
‘ hig\~— LM\ AQ b e
LM: That makes for a long day I would &trirk.
ity would
CF: Yes #b—dags.

LM: You mentioned high school. What were the schools that farm chil-

woo ld Q0 acocad oy, B
dren wert—to0 -ln this area? I Ten (<

v
CF: We had a grade school here at Cipole and then in 1926 or 1928
g~ | scbhoo |
they bullt the Tigard” 3chool known as Fowler'l Tualatin had a

T T dodt Koow vow lonc TAn et , pot
high school. 1. we%t t\ng‘i’e one ya‘la;k%"n?i“' feun”ﬁ’.-:eﬁt?_ touﬁtl‘iig_ar-d'in ,
T Tk X weant my fest yead to Tlodatin o\
1930 I believe. They had buses thetYshey—d —take.
heQ 4o Aake Vs, Scieel boses
LM: You went to elementry school down here 1in Cipole? .

Cipcle- Itelspe\M |
CF: es, g I rode on the school buses wlth Joe Bespe which’/you know

AS
.é'«éabout 40O buses yet and this 1is the first year that he basn't
run school buses. He had buses when I went (o Tunlutin.Jﬁwﬁeﬂ,cuﬂ%

y A t.‘zfm—uw/’/?zy
He lost the. contruct Jost last j(:?q(‘ )
. \
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C-=za

[}
edeCD
CF: Then Virgil Q%éns had the bus kine for Tigard 1In the—30302s and B
A .
S Lte
I rode one year on Virgilﬁ&?&is buses and then the next yearwsen

took over the Tigard district and hadﬁtver since until thls year.

LM: I dldn't know that. Cipole elementary - -school when you think of

the olden days you think of the one room school houses. This re-
malned open for qulte a while until recently did it not?
CF: Rlght. When my mother went to school they had a school known as

i 14 :
gl bhe Cipole School but it was oveﬁiwhich 1s now Eady Road
aod .
just on the hillVYihere it crosses Rock Creek towards Six(Corners.
Capole.
Then they bullt the new one right here in the beewboge area. I

went to school here for 6: years and then I believe in 1926 they

n

LON 2
bullt this new school that—3s still standiwg here being used for

industry. I finished my year and.%'at this school. We walked to
school in‘ggg%e-days. half-
LM: When did the school close down then?

MS: Glenf",was in second grade. He went W Towd Ueq(‘ n Shecwed |
CF:  About 1965. Yes, “That would be abest rght, Ges .

LM: I have a few more questions here. A few miscellaneous questions.
I was talkling to your wife yesterday and she was telling me about

water rights on the Tualatin River. 3She calleg/it Riperlan Rights.

“hey

m

CF: Riperian Water Rights and we have those on the onion land. &
are water rights that people have used water before 1900. By my

: S0P
grandfather damging up these ditches and wedf 1rrigating the onlons
BN NN SN
he used the IIEHty before 1900 so we were able to get the best
Waled
water rights there are which 1s the Riperian Water Rights.
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CF:

LM:

Ck:

LM:

CF:

Lake Oswego bhad water rights on this Tualatin River over most
¥
everybody else but notw‘g. They can't tell us what to do. Ex-
rsuse
cept the Rrowseafamily he sold out to the Lake Oswego water dis-
w-—-‘-_———_- S
trict. For what he got I don't know but that ground is listed as
not being able to have your Riperian Whter Rlghts on 1t. Lake
Oswego comes ahead of them on that. Which was about 30 acres of

it.

ouw) i
'%hese are rights to the water in the Tualatin River? LE=hat?

It is rights to the water in thls Rocy§ Creek and what comes into
our onion land and what we have in our onion land. In other words
we can hold this water in this bottom here and don't have to let

go down to the Thualatin River. We do not get water backedin from
the Tualatin River But they can't tell us to take out our damgs
e K fr

wress the water comeg on down the river. Tees LQK$CXux30
Has that ereatsed any kind of controvergfiry at all? -Peoplte—donlt
want that water coming out of the creek?

They need all they can get 1in the Summertime}but they haven't ever
tried to make us take our dam@ﬁ out or anything like that because
they can't.
icxxh({
Speaking of the creek and the swamp, you mentioned that 1t ‘Hosds
over 1In the Winter? Does 1t ever freeze over? ﬁid you ever do
any 1ice skatling on it?

I have skated on 1t a couple of times or just played on 1t rather
not skated. I never zgéﬁice skate. But there hus only been two

I CemembeC At
times in my 1ife that’ it froze over where you could go anyshere on

1t but it dld one time.
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CF: 1Tt was froze over for a couple of days and we played out there
de _ |
on 1t and then about a foot of snow came and &%gefkay wlth that.
% __(,4-%:62»—- é‘mﬂ/
Flve or six years AgOAFS- Was up and froze over and had aboutt@ or
g ;
éaﬁnches of 1ice and then the water went out from under it and ice
Land .
Just sat on the ground. Cars went down there and Jeeps and motor-
cycles #d fhey really had a big time for three or four days.
Then finally the 1lce started breaking up and one of the owners
so mocy
over there where they were playlng around at he put up a cable
and a no trespassing sign because they were breaking up the ice
and into the land. That night the wife and I had went out to
we N
dinner and we got back about 11:00 ermd saw aboutgé%sg%s of head
lights going around and around down there. In the morning we got
up and saw something down there on the 1ce and couldn't figure out’
what 1t was. We got the field glasses and looked and it was a car
upside down. A& old 1955 cadillac had been tearing around out there
and ran into the open Rock Creek and somersaulted across the creek~
upside down and bhad to pack a girl out clear down to the onion
bridge to the ambulance. That old car laid there until §pring
o N
until we started working the ground because 1t startedVrainidyg

that next day add they were never able to get it out of there.

The water came up and over it %or ¥ times before Spring. Come
“hee Cour

End of Track 2
v and 90 dowwn .
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Start of Track 3

LM: When I look out on your land I notice the pokér lines out there
and that 1Indicates to me that thls area has grown and so there-
has qrewn also .
fore 1% needs electricity. Do you remember when they were put
in? Or how long they have been 1In? The story bebind that?
CF: I think the Bonneville power line went in about 1935. Most of
that they Just took easements on the land and pald us so much
for an easement and then we had the right to farm the land under
those power lines and they also had the right to go in there when-
ever they wanted to to repalr lines. They bhad to pay if they had
any damages going in there. Now PGE has put these steel towers
CPsctund Genern| Elecine) ANe=2t
in there in about 1963 I believe. They have room for =—fem more
cables. They are only using half of that tower now. Also before
the PGE line went in I belleve I guess 1t was after that. There
is an o1l 1line out there too. It went 1in before PGE did. It
went in on fhe edge of the old Bonneville power llnes then. I
think they just gave us $25.00 for putting the oil linep 2n2
They pump oll from under the bridge at St. Johns to Eugene &
Thed\ put
“Thvough that. They pump gas or diesel oll or whatever. if—fﬁf gasolin
Wjﬁ—mﬂww—vu\-TniﬁﬁWg'm—&&ﬂfﬁm wer gt o oeEhind T
they will puqﬂin and then put the other right in behind 1t.

Colorn w9
LM: You mentioned the Bonneville” first, Dld that actually come from

the Bonnevlille Damn up there on the Columbia then? Do you get
Ve
electricity from theref&r 1s that Just belng transported buack and

forth?
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CH:

LM:

CF:

LM:

CF:

LM:

I don't think that we get it from there. We get it from PGE aﬂuﬁﬁs

and I don't know where this is but this Bonneville might be sup-

plement PGE lines too somewhere.
Then

How far down do the 1ines§ég% Qulte aways?
I know the Bonneville crosses the highway over at Beaverton, sné-

these same llnes go through here. There 1s some sub-stations
P {2

T¥¢
clear up there by Hillsboro tqu%% whcther bt/ 1s the same ones

0C not-
I don't know. v
extrneoo > ' m\gm have. bea

Another sort of &’ idea. You mentioned that this place #hs-called
Sand Pit at one time_and I understand that Sherwood had quite a
funnngﬁgépat one time.
Yes they called 1t Smocksville beczuse there was a fggiiby the
name of Smock that lived theee that had a lot to do with the town
at one time, ere-$o it was called Smockville until?hi dqn't know
when they cbanged the name to Sherwood. ProbablﬁL%e}ogg'lgoo.
But it was known'as Smockville until that time.

I am Jumpling around a little bit here. 1In conjunction with rais-
Ing onions and having a farm I;ixggine you bullt barns a lot.

Was 1t quite a thing to bullding a barn out thevei How many
barns do you have?

My father built this old barn here and that wss bullt in 1912.
That is made with about 8 inch poles and then 1t has pole ¥;fters

Fo\) L‘x\
and hmﬂé&ﬁﬁga plates. There 1s ubout a half inch plpe or rod

%ér" ”_% @c{:gm/

.%&eﬂ-ﬁe—é&e#;eneégﬁzg;ggg;p1ateéf%o euch ogﬁ' ST PRS-
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CFY It with stood the Columbus Day storm which & lot of barns around
here that weren't bullt with poles didn't stdndebb The onion
barn I Jjust built that in 1958. They %ti]l had the sawmill in
Middleton and I logged some logs off our property here and sent
them up to the sawmill and he delivered me buack the lumber for
$20,8P a thousand. That way I was able to get some real good
lumber because I picked out some nlce trees to make it out of.
Phese logs were worth about $40.00 a thousand then but actually
my lumber was worth $60.00 a thousand then. But the Columbus Day
_gtorm came along and 1t.took all my good timber down.

LM: So the Columbus Day storm did destroy a lot of the barns?

o _ Seder\ f»uj\\*\-

CF: Yes,I think that there was 2 or 4 barns that we saw go down here
from our house that day. Three of my grandfuther s old barns.
The filrst onion barn that was built and thenTh catéée barn and
the hay barn. They were all in pretty good shape yet but the
Colombos Dcl-;)

S Storm took them down.

LM: You were also mentionlng something that I found fairly amusing.
Before the advent of chemicals and fertilizers ar pesticides you
had what you called a "Fly Catcher"? Can you tell me about that
contraption?

CF: It was made wlth wheels off of o%%~bicy&le?\and like & wheelbarrow
frame only it had a bicycle wheel and 1t was atleast 20 feet wilde
and 1t had three compartments. Then a plece of cheesecloth or
netting drug on the ground gg\tgiﬂ%nion tops and scared the flys

2 v\
$$}. When they flew oLf they fdew up 1into thils first trap and

from there they movad on through ti1ll they got to the top.
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CF:

LM:

CF:

LM:

CF:

Then you could spray them or let them stay there until they died
That was before we had DDT and other insecticlides. We would get
that magety fly and the magets were quite a problem in the onions.

S-km(:
I have seen them practically wipe out a whole buwreh of onions.

'

They would get some wet cloudy weather and that seemed to cduse

t ‘)
When did they start to use chemlcals and fertilizers? Was that

them to lay eggs and they would really be bad then.

really a booming business then? '
. started That
It sure was. It seems like World War Two was whatiiﬁif:ffftﬂf§§i£>

oing. (That i1s about the time that DDT started-&n—?uu~ﬂaﬁ—5§jﬁr“
il Cagl/)w{.;ctg. AL, ’ﬁ&d/’/&’ﬂc/ﬂ/ C})/{O’ e widuel -

growing ever since;)

Now that DDT i§ no longer in use what other kinds of things do

ou use for that? A -
4 sty
We have a good control now that is called(ilgglggﬂ and it 1s not
v

Veér¥harmful. You can put it on a lot of crops oé§233§”%nd have 1t

¢ edble. MpblEEL (o0

eababte the next day. 'Malafhillon 1s another good product for flys
el (109,

and insects that is not harmful’ We also have a way of keeping

the onlons from sprouting now. They hgve a materlal called MH304
About five days before harvest we spray the green tops with this

chemica (
al and they take it 1n and all the presenQpells wlll develop

but it won't make any new ones. Therefore the onions won't &g~

~5p¥'out all through the season. Which also helps to ship them to

LM:

Japén g0 they don't sprout on the way over there.
We are getting into bhis a 1ittle bit. I would Just llke to con-
clude with somebrdd guestions on present day onion farming and the

future of this area as a onlon growing area and thxr farmland.
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LM:

CF:

LM:

CR:

LM:

CH%

fver€
Do you invision thls area as remalinling as an onlon growing fielA’P

#
Or do you think the expanding growth of cities and towns will
overtake 1t? How do you see the future from your perspective?
As far as the onions, which we call onion bottom the old lake
bed I think that 1t will always be an onion growing place of
vegetables because it 1s so soft and spongg& that 1t would be aw-
fully bhard to build on it. Then for the flood waters tos,even
though they clean the Tualatin Rivep out some I think they could
stop iF from flooding so much. But it wouldbgfetty soft ground
tofggééfén so I Imagine th&t will always remain as an old lake
bed for farmihg. Right up to 1t 4t will be all industry ot homes.
Agalin it has beeh a traditional onion farm. Will you or some of
the ngighboring farmers ever diversify or grow other crops? I
think you mentioned that you were going to grow a cover crop of
alfalfa out Fhere.

o ?

That 1z notnfen qnionﬂ& The alfalfa 1s good for the highland and
puts a lot of nitrogen in 1t. It also takes a lot of fertilizers

RSPHOrLS
out but you can put the potash and phospherts back in. Those

blg roots %Egigp the ground JﬁSt 1ike€&%£§£§£¥gé2%b so it 1smgood
crop to plant and makes a lot of nitrogen in the ground.

Your great grandfather grew onion here and your grandfather and
your father and you grow onions.

I do and now my bogjﬁéég-starting to grow onions. There is five
generations., But I presume the way that the cost of production
now that either you will have to have more acres of onion land or

have another Joh4t0 go a long with 1t wlth this many acres. I
of 'SDMe‘"m\n(} '
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CFs

LM:

CF:

LM:

cont)_L would say that you should have 25 or 30 acres to really
make a good go of it. That way 1f you had a good pricéﬁ?gu would
have enough to carry you over between théfgzgrs.

That 1is all the\gggggéons ﬁhat I have unless you have something
that you would like to finish up with. :

I can't think of anything right now. Prebably—a—Tot ol things-
khat_you dontt—thimk=aboub-devem .

Thank you very much.

End of Interview




