Mre PFelix lMcCullough, the man featured on the 1978 Valley People Calender,
lives up on his farm in Scoggins Valley, overlooking Haag Lske. This interview
takes place at his home on May 3, 1978. Mr. McCullough was born on June 21,
1897. His parents and family md%d to the 40 acrew«farm he and his sister are
living on presently in 1912.

The interview centers around his life in Scoggins Valley. It is much
more than a simple autobiography, however. He talks about the early days in
Scoggins Valley, the original pioneers and settlers, the logging activity in
the area, the Tillamook Burn, farming, schooling, the contact between the
surrounding towns, social and recreational activities, and many ot:er topics.
He stresses the remarkable growth and changes in the area. Indeed, Haag Lake
Just came into existence during tie 1970's. He tells a story to illustrate
the rise of property taxes in the county. Back when they first lived on the
farm, they paid their property taxes one year from the $8.00 earned from the
hide of a dead cow! It would take many many cowhides to pay for the hundreds
and hudnreds of dollars demanded for property taxes today.

The oral history interview, although a bit rambling iA its style and
content, does cover an amazing amount of topics and gives a flavor fex z of

a man and an era rapidly disappearing.
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Start of Track 3

p S*JnASQLD

§> LM: We were talking about the Stimpson Lumber Mill and you were
talking about the seasonal nature of employment down there. Do
a lot of the lowal men work in the mill there?

FM: Oh yes, to start with they had all the local men that they could
get. I was one of them aRg then they had a strike in 1935 and
I didn't go back aga found other work instead of going back
there.

LM They had a strike you said?

FM: A lumber strike, Oh yes all over the West Coast in 1935 the big
lumber strike.

LM: What was that about?

FM: They wanted more money. That was in the days of REA wages that
the Government had set the eemmem—wage &t $3.40 a day for com-
mon labor. They felt it was time to have more money which was
right.

LM: The loggers thought it was time to have more money?

FM: All the lumber companies were closed down for the blg strike
in 1935. It didn't turn bé;:wbeel.

LM: Who organized that strike?

FM: It was AF of L was behind it, you know and a few years later they g2#
came up with a CTO. Committee of the Industrial I forgot the

C (fon/c;rfss ot Trdasre Of;ammﬁo%)
rest. Ce ee e Industria rganiza 52—
LM: So none of the workers went back to work for the Stimpson Lum-

St imson

ber Mill?
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FM: Well the working men were kind& devided. One man would work
Shimsold Theiv™

(ID) LM:

FM:

LM:

FM:

for 3%impeen and the other one would say let them do thete own
work. A fella that worked for a part-time employer was really
out of luck. Now when he went to draw his unemployment insurance
\)‘\e)\\‘\f)\" el v
he was a seasonal worker and didn't get anyYinsurance. If they
Theks ¢ Dad  taung -
did it was very little. The Social Security“they were getting
less money by quite a bit because he was a seasonal worker. I
(¥
forgot what the difference was between myvemployment money and a
StH\Msci=>
man that I knew that worked for Stimpeen. It was certainly a
worthwhile difference. 3ay for instance he was getting a $100.00
Social Security check while I would be getting a $150.00. That
is quite a difference in a working man's pocket.
Was it because of the Winter weather that they only worked part-
time?
That is what they claimed. That is the reason. There must have
been a number of other places oigthe West Coast that were only
Sheo
seasonal workers to0, Now down Nerth Peak out of Alban%,I never
“Thed
was down there but thereﬁwgngots of snow down in that country
Just
to so they were)seasonal workers.
We are talking about the snow. What are Winters like up here 1in
these hills?

i
Well in 1969 we had a deep snow, ﬁﬁd all over the country. Right
in my backyard I measured 37 inches in 1969 on the ‘st of Febr-

uary.

LM: Having that much snow is quite hard to get around. Was there any

big snow storms back in the teens and twenties?
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FM: Oh yes way back in the Spring of 19l1b we'll say February we had
"J,ICC&' tiwneg,
deep snow about 36 inches or something like that. In 1950 we
had a dandy that hung on a long time.‘ Our powerline was out
T believg
foP 13 days that time. The power lines were out all a_long the
area. We could have got them out here socner but it is more
important that those fellas that were depending on electkicity
: AV
for t§2§$ milking machines and lots of them have to pump water,
T%ey were just out of luck.
(2¢§ LM: That snow storm back in 191§jit must have been impossible to get
around or leave the farm then?
W These Yoy S

FM: With horses“you could go almost anyplace in snow. If it had

been rained on and badly crusted then a horse would kind of
< hins
put up his ehin walking in the crusted snow. I remember going
to Gaston in the early Spring of 1916 with a team and a sled.
All the way to Gaston,It was cold and snowing and the neighboﬁ%
that lived in the SCoggins Valley came out and hollered ég%fme,
to buy him a cigar. He only smoked cigars abd he was kind of
" "D\.Q‘ .
greeted as king of Scoggin Valley. He was one of the bigger
Va [( <
farmers down there amd he always had to have a Mélinda cigar.
Valie o
Bring me a package of Melinda cigars when you come back. So @
did that and as I said it was freezing all day. I remember
geing into Gaston right near there and the railroad had a snow
Gastor

plow and it went by as I was there. They had electric trains
then through thét end of the SP railroad. It was an electric

Tr weoid be a rohuy ng
" powered snow plow, like a big sandi%g ide and sucling the gravel

and everything off the track.
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FM:
LM:

FM:

G o Throost\ The. towe ot Gasos ﬂ\ed dudnt ose . T sopese i+ weold bread

adaose rocks ﬁ
That 1is the only one of t se that I had seen working.

You are talking about this man that was called the King of

Scoggin Valley. Could you tell me a little bit more about

him? Why was he considered such a\x“$bf¥““* o

<

Tom S&Sé. Well he was one of the bigger farmers and had one of

the best homes. One time there—was—I-guess he had been with

a missionary party in Africa. Of course I will never forget

what he told me when I was 15 years old. This man told about

the way that they put up all these travelers who came. If a

school superintendant had to stay over night somewheres why he
Sae & boareted

would stop at the Sarme's house and they would keep him until he

= L0
decided to leave. This man also stayed over night with Sggb

Zawpeze.
and he told about his trip up the Lazambe River in Africa. He

wohece ggwfrf, CamPeat.
told how one place that ere was an old fella there that walked
with a bad limp because one knee was in bad shape. The old fella
told him what had happeded. In his younger days the tribe from
the hills came down to steal their women and the fight that went
on he got Jjabbed with a spear in hhs leg. He figured the spearkmﬂ
woold syt pe 1a thewe -
would kill-him, &2 fhere was a doctor in this missionary party

and he talked the old fella into letting him operate and get

peat a0 TP
that speaﬁoout of there. This man said that he held the ii%ht
oo T™Me inTuese days
while:gﬁﬁgave the oldcghy ether or whatever they %gve them % m;X
Vi

oo
\weo L2 iRng e $o28" SR fﬁ\v\\ﬁi ﬁ
e the blood away”- Pretty soon« t
The qavze  hooked on sometung

“é‘\ﬂ{_uﬂbwig} that spear. He says we got it out of there and after ,th& that

nealed v
old fella would do anything for us., He would bring us anything
the oo ld wa\k arend betteC o L g0

that we wanted to eat. He sure appreciated that.
ed«“pr(j ded
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30 LM:

FM:

LM:

FM:

LM:
FM:

LM:

S
Tom 3s@€ was quite a story teller then of his adventures?

s Thy naafu%mdomf
Yes, apparently he and another man went for hike and were
going to Saddle Mountain. You can see it on a clear day from

wande
here. On that trip they got lost and they wirded around and

The uzuap— The sioy,
were lost for three or four days ¥ I Yemember %%—P%éﬁ%. They
%
came out down X¢ Tillamook. In those days they told the story
The fellp
that #hey got so hungry that they tried eating some snails that
< . 4ézw, ot Belyove Siky Tnot .
they found on the rocks.” Anyway I bét he didn't go ®n &’ hike
in the woods for while after that.
He started out here to hike to Saddle Mountain? By walking?
That is a long walk isn't it?
Sure it was a long walk. If you go the way the crow flies it
would be only about 23 miles-in a straight line from here~te gug
arteund Yz
there. But you go wandering through the woods am@# 3£ takes a
long time.
Did you ever go over there to Saddle Mountain?
Oh yes, I have been up there lots of times. I went up there
and the look out man up there for the forestry you know. I
v 08T <f goess 1T we7-
stayed with him about 10 days one time in 193%/er 1932.

built a fireplace there. Somebody saw another forestry man who

Al
had a fireplace in his 1ook:pu§ cabin. I never built a fire-
sovef T ore M s owe—

place before but I built - chimneys. . So the forestry guy thought
alu :
I could do it so I did it. Ifworked eﬁfZ€T§2§-7ae next year

it all burned down in the 1933 fire.

They never replaced that building up there?
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ﬂPD FM: Oh yes, it was put on the Southiﬁeak of the mountain after that.

The South peak was about 400 feet higher than the look out es—

Ov iginally. In 1925 they built this little cabin on the forth
peak then they decided they would have it on the gouth peak
because of 400 feet more elevation. Where it should have been
in the first place.

LM: You mentioned the Tillamnok fire. There was several)could you
tell me if the fire got close to here when you were living ar-
ound'zgig part?

FM: No that fire didn't. It got within two miles as the crow flies

old,‘ourn./
Just about two miles where you can see up here over this. That
1s as close as it got.

LM: What was the area like? What was the skies like during the big
fire? You knew they were going on did you not?

FM: What?

LM: When the fire was blazing did you go out and help fight the fire?

Cawped ovt at the hed of e Tilchi River
FM: Oh yes I was a fire warden in those daysY When the fire star-
Fuen_ OV~ roond The. middie of Augost™
ted up_ by Gales Creek on the 15 of Auggsgaagd that %agiarodﬁg

Jost bebe the. somamitt of the. Wilsas River Read.
noon time. Just before you get up the summit the fire started

down in the canyon there on your right as you go up.

LM: This is the first Tillamook fire? ,
o’ clod< 1n The Mo‘mﬁ

FM: It first started around noon time and at eleven at-night the-
At elyebd odclock mat nigrt, The

fire was six miles away-from there, uphill all the way aboﬁi:
about six miles and kept getting higher elevation all the time.

- In just twelve hours it had gone six miles.




= s e,

Page 29
McCullough
Accession No. LOH 78-188.3

LM:

FM:

LM:

18

FM:
LM:

FM:

What was it like fighting that fire?
Oh,when you got up right near the fire,within a few feet it
wasn't very smokey because the draft took the smoke right up.
wdou
Then you get out in a open place and it would be awfully smoky.
Out here where I was camped out on the Tualatin'ﬁiver there | \oos
Shmsses M|| dewv twere. Hed been dava " (€. fof & long"
was a man from the officeYand he came out to keep books,-ald Fhere
was 200 men out there camped at one time., That place is 1500
"The& seot hwn oot 4o do sowmesth
feet elevation but it was in kind of a low place and kznd of
@
protected around from higher country. It was smoky, boy oh boy
i1t was smoky and this fella he couldn't take anymore efclts %
saw hﬁszick up his stuf? and waégﬁgiﬁf (1aughs)
Was there quite a bit of sméke in this area here in Scoggin?
Ualley?
Mere. was av east wnd, all o= The fime
The fire was #Wkst of us. (Interruption on tape)
We were talking about the Tillamook fire heres« You were talk-
ing about the Scoggin Valley. Was there a lot of smoke and

delpree here in the valley?

devoie

It seems like that in Forest Grove at the fire control head-
quarters it seems like thare was a little bit of smoke in the
air. The wind was bringing it around because we had this steady?
€ast wind all the time/day and night for several days. The old
timers that worked on small fires around here had never seen it

burn like this one. There was a steady gaﬁﬁ of wind all the time

and the trees would crown because the big fir trees would have

lots of mulch 3and dry bark and one would catch fire and then
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S

FM: Cont) it would go to another one and then they would all -go-
onel. 4%“’3#349 Up  aeed. Thoce
and—tnen“EBat would be a crown fire” At ‘hight it was quite a

360t oven here W
sight of course and once and while way off in the distance
Cm&nzéb
you would see a different flame. It was whiter than the wood
HZZQ@O o miie
on the ¢ and a fellg would say that would be a bee tree on the
o

tree tdép. The honey in the tree %Z;ég&ﬁ Just like gasoline and
it made a differentcgﬁzgg%;ght. I think it was white, a much
lighter color than either the o 2; the needle burning.

5O LM: What was the feeling among the people that lived around here?
Was there a fear that i1t might burn down the area around in this
neighborhood? Did people wonderwégaggxwould ever go out?

FM: I don't know what the thought was that way. If the fire got
started over on the dide of Forest Grove in the clear lands
and the wheat fields along that lzzg«with that wind going steady

it would have taken away a 1ot of homes you can bet on that.

/€ Mg wpo weatlon wenels , That 5”‘@4//"’“4@%&%

Anyway it would be a good idea to have somebody here to put a /

fire out. A WMS oty by }4’//7«5@@ Belipwe T coviy
0’107,4/1,&

LM: We have been talking about the first fire back in 1933 or there-
abouts. How about the following fire the one in 1939 and 19459

FM: 1In 1945 the fire got within well as far as you can see over
The_ Ewe came a‘f Close (o ‘'H43
there on the road or a 1000 feet from there.” It didn't do much

damage around this part of the country. There was a big logging

~ at was qoing Yo the west o heie
outfit with a(bonsmlidatedllogging camp“ang gad taken away most

of the timber. 7“Tﬁ

LM: What was the feeling like when these two successive fires one

right after another? Wwas it almost like a curse in a sense that

Vi

it was happening agmm y
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FM:

LM:

FM:

LM:

FM:

LM:

FM:

She
I know that Miller of the Sttmpson Lumber Company was out there

o) ne Thg Tk
the day that I went out to the fire and Miller was out there
wil A rof msor?  Wad (fging)
working on the fire and sOmeone else. S%%mpsﬁg had just started

a year or so before that, asd'fbere is 25 years of operation
1
down there and here 1t is going up in smoke. It was the best
(MilleC o suys )
thing for Miller tha&kggd happened. He only owned 13 sections
of land down here and there is lots and lots of timber that
Peen Puch /102 8on i)
they could pick up by bhane own ‘titme 1f they did. The -bhardeore

idea came up and” it made them the best money there ever was.

They couldn't have done better.
This Mr. Miller. .?

1'Miller was ald S¢impson's son-in-law and this was his pro-
Ject down here. He was a big shot in the Stimpson RKumber Compawn y

>y L Mso =
in Scoggin Valley. e
What kind of man was he? Was he an energetic man? Tough bus-
iness man?
Yes he was trying to be either way with big business or getting
along with his help.
Did you get to know him personally? Did you meet him very many
times?
Well I was camped out with him a few days. I remembered that .
A wwd & .

he liked the eggs fried hard just like I did”ﬂiﬂe didn' ?ﬂﬁzglly
fit in at all. There was a young lad with me that was a sur-

7', wwe)) -
veyor that I was working for them. They had started cutting

righfa\ways and they didn't have much experience.
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houloek
FM: There is a bunch of small trees about like those down there
and they s : ng trees thls way and that way and every
direction.'/ﬁzaéggﬂéhis kid were coming down where they iggéhnuﬁf%
camped and they had to walk over these trees that were down
and then we had an axe packjon his back and thii kid had one of
hls own. He told me that Miller got on top of ;;;d;nd hat he
fell right down in the cribbing and you had to help him out.
That probably dosn't sound good on recording but that is what
happened. (laughigg)
LM: I can imagine jugt—fciiew;:g down. Do you ever see him anymore?
Does he come out?
FM: I bhaven't seen him since those days. He had his picture in the
County paper one time. They had some kind of a tree falling get
together and advertising for tgg?g treepéggggz;éﬁ:?;AZﬁih it

grows each year.] In 5@??@ story Miller's picture was in there

ot
some of them were as much as 30 inches’ They were picking the a”
best ones and I think that would be quite a growth.
End of Track 3

Cyéz; calf hat g Lo, Leadly < Belive . On i, fop of o
sty wp e <7 a y2%247, ZZzyfzhdéjfﬁéﬂ o Lk That,
Ther's a bod on fp. d# MWW@ZM

%mwﬁw/\oﬁw,fﬁw %M i 2
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Start of Track 4

LM: We bhave mentioned Scoggin Valley several times. I was just
wondering how much area does Scoggin Valley gggégg)here?

FM: The area would be Jjust the water shed say from the top of that
ridge down going North to the top of the high country here going
$outh all coming into the creek. Now for instance the lake,Haag
Lake is estimated at 1200 acres. Most of the land was farming
land. Down where Sti@é}on Mill is that was the most acreage
of any farm in Scoggin Valley. That was the old Walker place.

LM: This valley in here mugt get an awful lot of rain during the
year thgan? 1Is it a pretty wet climate in here?

FM: I have forgotten how much annual rainfall. Haven't we had over
100 inches of rainfall here in 12 months?

LM: That is a lot of ra1n£

FM: When I worked over there in 1945 and 1946 the old fella that f
worked for he said to the englneers &hat there was more water-

falls there at Qgiiggéhé'éggﬁm ;egéhsggfat Tongue Point. Tongue
Point i1down there below Astoria is supposed to be the wettest spot
in Oregon. 1Isn't that right? But the engineer claimed that it
didn't rain as many days but it rained harder up at Val Sets
than it did at Tongue Ppint.

LM: Where is Val Sets now?

FM: It is over in the area of Dallfs Oregon over in Polk County.

Da\\es & (s e Cootdy st o¢ K Goon
Val Sets would be up in the high countgyﬁight on the head of the

<) \ey
gcedeste river which comes down into Geleste Bay down the coast
Silete

there.
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LM:

FM:

LM:

FM:

LM:

FM:

How about here in ScogginsValley? You were saying that this
gets a lot of rain in this area in this particular locale?

I suppose about the same as the average spot in the Willamette
Talley. About the same I imagine.

Are the head waters of the Tualatin river here in the valley
somewhere? Are they near by?

Scoggins Creek is one of the tributaries to the Tualatin River
and that 1s the main fork eﬁg§22all it the Tualatin going up
through Cherry Grove and Gales Creek is another one and Dairy
Creek. Then there are others coming in there 1s Rock Creek on
the other side of Hillsboro and McKay Creek along down gouth.
I hade {foRaotterr ™e Name of some ot Thoeve

Are those cre€ks in the beginning of the Tualatin River were
they a lot cleaner than they are now? Was it pretty clean water
down there?

Well I suppose. Thefellasworking aowm . . I did work for

the county for two and 3 years for £he county road department

l
so I saw parts of the County that I had never seen before and

it was very interesting. I had b¥®n here so long and not seen
as much as I had seen while working for the Road Dspartment.

I worked a whole lot down at the ?E:w%%e big rock crusher plant
and I was down there quite a bit of my time during the 2 5 years.
I was down in the Tualatin area and Tigard area. There was a

lot of houses and lots of settlements. My boss said there is

ST slogqais\—
13 bridges on en %gnner Creek. A littles%uég& stream that runs
N\ 0

along and people living all up and down there.
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FM:

LM:

FM:

ZﬁépLM:

FM:

LM:

-

The water comes from septic tanks and there are so many septig
tanks soaking into it and the Tualatin River in there in Tigard
and Tualatin. I know the rock crusher boss livqﬁ over in that
area and he says that there 1is just a scum when the water is low
in the summer. You can see the slime and scum @n the rocks a—
long the creek bank. I had never %een any bull frogs till I got
to working for the County there. South of Hillsboro on the

bridge I would hear tgzgé bull frog§3?t§?>{ng a hogg?gwgginded
tome. I had never seen one before. You would look down there
and you would see his eyes sticking right out on top of the water.
One day me and another fella were down there §€£L§£;Q eﬁféﬁe bri=
dge and some kids came along with I thought they had fish, but

they were bull frogs. A bunclj of bull frogs on a string. The

sun had dried the skins and they looked awful to me. They took
them home I guess but I didn't have any appetite for them I don't
think.

The head waters here on the Tualatin have always been real clean

I imagine.

Yes, that is sure clean water.ZQWe/3AMV.¢Qéﬁk-fﬂvéﬁ§ wlee  gp hono
A long with the head waters up here thig.area has pretty much been

untouched scenic area. Do you see a changing at all with the
advent of Haag Lake and families and people moving in this area?
I wouldn't know anything about water pollution and contamination.
I don't know anything about that.

How about just the general area? Do you think this area will be

becoming developed more and more?
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FM:

i

LM:

Yes gradually every place there will be a home. There will
be a home sight. The people living down here as you came up
the hill Mrs.Msh a widow living in Forest Grove has a
place for sale through Forest Grove she has it listed. There
was a man here just a few days ago to look at it and~g:§£§;euw3
before}a fella went up the hill looking for2¥¥ §ﬁ?§J”ﬁ§§§V£go.
Thére is a place where our old schoolhouse used to be up the
road here a quarter of a mile and &he man that owned 1t bought
it for taxes or got it for almost nothing. It is hardly two

7e prow— ot S 2 200.60
acres. -Webought— it and s it for $4266..00 a?least ten years

ago and now I understand that 1t has been sold since th&n and

this man that was here Mr. Blackman who is my neighbor up the

road about a mile. He was interested in it and he sayé\I ;;?T &
-m 1

pay $6000.00 for ygfﬁut it is less than two acres by a little

bit and you have to have two acres or they won't allow you to

have a septic tank. He didn't buy it.

You must be quite attached to this area th@n. Do you have any

strong feelings towards the area? Do you really find this a

good place to live and scenic area?

What you say?

This must be quite an attractive area to you than?

Yes well, they want so much for the land. People will go from

here and they will say why I got $10,000.00 into that place

and then they acrue it with another $30,000.00 and built a

$30,000.00 house on it and then look some place else for prop-

erty.
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FM:

LM:

FM:

LM:

Yes:

LM:

FM:

LM:

Just for instance this place up here about a mile, that place

was just a year ago when I heard of it from a reliable guy he

told me that Susan Ray ffg; Hee Haw. Remeber that name from

that T /. pleture Hee Haw? She bought that for $66,000.00.

It 1s 37 acres and there 1is really no improvements on 1t and

10 acres 1in cultivation. Now then she was going to start a

trail riding camp and this fella said that he guessed she gave

up on that. It would be a good place for that. The road goes

all the way ovgf to theuéégf Rﬁver highway and have gravel

road all the w§éﬂ You can ride beyond here and go up the other

side of the creek and go up to Stimpson's old logging camp.

That would be good enough for a traill ride.

Wha% ?g(r ka&‘nvc l1“1 -mefbadg ‘(ZCLMWl ) i 1 ? -
your ng of pedple moving into here? Do you wel

come them?

Oh yes, I guess I do of course. It do%n 't make any difference

to me.

You plan on staying here anyway however?

I will stay here as long as I can %igund. If I can't walk or

something like that why that is a different story than.

That is all the questions that I have unless you have something

that you would like to offer in closing.

I should have had this thing laid ant and rehearsed a time or

two. vl

I-think in just this hour and 4 we have touched upon a lot of

various toplics and your personal remaninces and experilences.
MR P @S
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ILM: I think that they point up a lot of things that went on in this
area and what the area is like and what growing up in thés area

was like 40, 50, or 60 years ago. I think it is quite valufible

and I thank you.

End of Interview






